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PREFACE 


LTHOU GH no man needs 
make an apology for uſing his beſt 
endeavours in defence of our common 

Chriſtianity, when it is openly attacked; yet 

as my engaging again in this cauſe, after having 

done it on ſome former occaſions, might have 
an appearance of too much forwardneſs; it 
was with ſome reluctance that I was perſua- 
ded to undertake at. What had great weight 

with me was, the judgment and advice of a 

perſon of great worth, of whoſe fincere 

friendſhip I have had many proofs, and whom 

I greatly honour for his truly Chriſtian and 


* The Rev. Dis Ti bande Wil u, Rector of Walbroek, 
and Prebendary of Weſtminſter.” 
A 
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= PREFACE. 
candid ſpirit, as well as his zeal for our holy | 
religion. He urged, that it was highly proper 
to take notice of the contempt and abuſe 
attempted! to be thrown upon Chriſtianity 
and the holy Scriptures, by a writer of ſo great 
name, and whole ſpectous infinuations, and 
confident aſſertions, might probably make diſ- 
advantageous impreſſions upon minds too well 
prepared to receive them. And, as he had nat 
then heard that any other had undertaken it, 
or intended to do ſo; he thought my drawing 
up remarks on theſe Letters, which had made 
ſo much noiſe, might be of ſome uſe. This 
determined me to attempt it ; and how far 
what is now offered is fitted to anſwer the in- 
tention, muſt be ſubmitted to the judgment of 
the public. I am ſenſible of the difadvantage 
one is under in appearing againſt a writer of fo 
diſtinguiſhed a character, as the late Lord Viſ- 
count Bolingbroke. His lordſhip' s admirers 
will no doubt expect, that a proper decent re- 
ſpect ſhould be paid to his great abilities and 
talents, as well as quality. . This I readily ac- 
knowlege. But there is certainly a ſtill greater 
regard due to the honour of Chriſtianity, which 
he hath unworthily inſulted; and to the intereſt 
of the preſent eftabliſhment, which he hath en- 
deavoured to weaken and expoſe. However, 
i is hoped the reader will find, that care has 
| been 
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been taken not to tranſgreſs the rules of decen- 
cy, or to puſh the charge againſt him farther 
than his own words give juſt ground for; and 
that angry and reproachful expreſſions have 
not been made uſe of, even where there ſeem- 
ed to be a ſufficient provocation given. 

It might have been expected, from a perſon 
of his lordſhip's genius, and who ſeems fond of 
ſaying things which had not been inſiſted 
upon before, that when he thought fit to ap- 
pear againſt the authority ofthe holy Scriptures, 
and the Chriſtian religion, he would have ma- 
naged the argument in a different manner, and 
to greater advantage, than had been done by 
others in the ſame cauſe before him; But I 
do not find, that, with all his ſagacity and pene- 
tration, he hath advanced any thing on the ar- 
gument, that can be properly called a new diſ- 
covery; or that he hath given any additional 
force to the objections which had been urged 


by others, and to which ſufficient anſwers have 
been made. 


In that part of his Letters; in which he at- 
tempteth to expoſe the Scripture-hiſtory as 
falſeor uncertain, there are ſeveral things thrown 
in, which ſeem rather calculated to ſhew his 
lordſhip's reading, than to anſwer the main de- 
ſign he appears to have had in view. It would 
be no difficult matter to point to ſome miſtakes 


A 3 | and 


and inaccuracies he hath fallen into, But T_ 


have choſen for the moſt part to paſs them by, 
and confine myſelf to thoſe things that have a 
nearer relation to the argument. | 

Any one that is converſant with thoſe that are 
called the deiſtical writers, muſt have obſerved, 
that it is very uſual for them to put on an ap- 
pearance of reſpect for Chriſtianity, at the ſame 
time that they do all in their power to ſubvert 
dit. In this his lordſhip hath thought fit to- 
unitate them. 


He hath ſometimes expreſſed a ſeeming re- 


gard for the holy Scriptures; and hath carried it 


ſo far as to make a ſhew of owning the divine 
inſpiration of ſome parts of them. Burl believe 
he would have been loth to have had it thought, 
that he was in earneſt. It is not eaſy to ſee the 
Juſtice, or even the good ſenſe, of ſuch a conduct; 
ſince the diſguiſe is too thin to impoſe upon 

the moſt unwary reader: nor can I fee what 
end it can anſwer, but to give one no very _ 
opinion of the writer's ſincerity. 

This juſtice, however, muſt be done to the 
noble author, that he hath brought the con- 
troverſy relating to the divine authority of the 
Ehriſtian religion into a narrower compaſs than 
ſome others engaged in the ſame cauſe have 
ſeemed willing to do. He aſſerteth, that Chri- 
ſtianity is a — founded upon facts; and 


fairly 
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fairly acknowlegeth, that if the facts can be 
proved to be true, the divine original and au- 
thority of the Chriſtian religion are eſtabliſhed. 
And what he requireth is, that theſe facts ſhould 
be proved, as all other paſt fats, that are 
judged worthy of credit, are proved; vis. by 
good hiſtorical evidence. This bringeth the 
controverſy to a ſhort ifſue : for if it can be 
ſhewn, that the great, important facts, recorded 
in the evangelical writings, have been tranſmit- 
ted to us with as much evidence as could be 
reaſonably expected, ſuppoſing thoſe facts to 
have been really done; then, by his lordſhip's 
conceſſions, and according to his own way of 
ſtating the caſe, they are to be received as 
true; and conſequently the Chriſtian religion 
is of divine authority. | | 

_ His lordſhip had too much ſenſe to deny 
(as ſome have been willing to do) the certain- 
ty of all hiſtorical evidence as to paſt facts, or 
to inſiſt upon ocular demonſtration for things 
done in former ages. Since theretore the beſt 
way of knowing and being aſſured of paſt facts 
is, by authentic accounts, written and publiſhed 
in the age in which the facts were done; all that 
properly remains is, to prove the credibility and 
authenticity of the Goſpel-records ; arid that 
they have been tranſmitted to us with ſuch a 


degree of evidence, as may be ſafely depended 
A 3 | | upon. 
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upon. And notwithſtanding what his lordſhip 


hath infinuated to the contrary, this hath been 
often done with great clearnefs and force, by 


the writers that have appeared on the behalf of 


Chriſtianity, What is offered in this way in 
the following Reflections, will, I hope, be judged 
ſufficient ; though I have done little more than 
point to the heads of things, which might eaſi- 
ly have been inlarged upon, if I had not been 
afraid of ſwelling theſe We to too great 
a bulk. 

The chief danger to be 3 from 
his lordſhip's book, appears to me to ariſe 
from the contemptuous infinuations he has 
thrown out againſt Chriſtianity, as if it could not 
bear the light, or ſtand the teſt of an impartial 
inquiry; and as if every man of ſenſe that exa- 
mines into firſt principles without prejudice, 
muſt immediately ſee through the deluſion. 
This, from a man of his lordſhip's known 
abilities, and fine taſte, may be apt to do miſchief 


among thoſe, who, without any uncommon 


abilities, or giving themſelves the trouble of 
much thinking, yet want to paſs ſor perſons of 
extraordinary penetration, and raiſed above 
vulgar prejudices. But if authority were to de- 
cide this cauſe, it were eaſy to produce, on the 


fide of Chriſtianity, many great names of per- 


ſons, whoſe learning and good ſenſe, and eminent 


merit, 


eee 


merit, are univerſally acknowleged. 1 ſhall not 
mention any thing of the Clergy on this ac- 
count, becauſe they might perhaps be excepted 
againſt: though, if extenſive knowlege and 
learning, if depth of thought, and exactneſs of 
judgment, if great candour and probity of man- 
ners, or if fineneſs of genius, and elegance of 


_ taſte, in polite literature, might recommend 
them as fit to judge in theſe matters; many 


of them might be named, fo confeſſedly eminent 
in all theſe reſpects, as would render them or- 
naments to any profeſſion in the world. But it 
may not be improper to mention ſome illuſtri- 
ous Laymen, who have either profeſſedly writ- 
ten in defence of Chriſtianity, and the holy 
Scriptures, or have, in their writings, ſhewn an 
high eſteem and veneration for them. Of fo- 
reigners, among many that might be mentioned 
to advantage, I ſhall only take notice of the 
Lord Du Plefſis Moruay, who was both a very 

wiſe ſtateſman, and eminently learned; the 
celebrated Monſieur Paſcal, one of the fineſt 


writers, and greateſt genius, of the laſt age; that 


extraordinary man Grotius, not eafily to be 
paralleled for force and extent of genius, as well 
as variety of learning ; thoſe great men the Ba- 
rons Puffendorf and Ezekiel Spanbeim, the latter 
peculiarly eminent for his acquaintance with 

the belles lettres, and refined taſte in the politer 


parts 
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3 P R E F A C E. 
parts of learning. To theſe might be added 


many excellent perſons of our own nation, ſuch 
as Lord Bacon, Mr. Selden, Sir Charles Walſely, 
Sir Matthew Hale, the honourable Robert Boyle, 
Mr. Locke, Sir Jaac Newton, Mr, Addiſon, 
Mr. Forbes the late Lord Preſident of Scotland. 


I believe there are few but would think it an 
| honour to be ranked with theſe illuſtrious names, 


ſome of them remarkable for their eminent 
ſtation and figure in the world, and great poli- 
tical abilities; and all of them juſtly admired for 
the extent of their learning and knowlege, the 
ſolidity of their judgment, or correctneſs of 
their taſte. * And I cannot help, on this occa- 


ſion, mentioning two gentlemen now living, of 


acknowleged learning and fine ſenſe, who have 
diſtinguiſhed themſelves by their writings in 
defence of Chriſtianity ; Sir George Eyiteltons 
and Mr. Weſt. 
No man needs therefore be apprehenſive, as 

if his appearing to ſhew a zeal for Chriſtianity, 
might be looked upon as a reflection upon his 
underſtanding, or as a mark of a narrow and 
bigotted way of thinking; ſince it cannot be 


denied, that ſome of the wiſeſt men, the greateſt 


genius's, and exacteſt reaſoners, of the age, have 
been perſons that profeſſed an high regard for 
the Chriſtian religion, And the ſame might, 
I doubt not, be ſaid of numbers of gentlemen 


now living, of eminent abilities, and diſtin- 


6 | guiſhed | 
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guiſhed worth, who might be mentioned with 
great honour, though they have had no occa- 
fion of appearing in the world as writers. But 
the controverſy is not to be decided by the au- 
thority of great names, Chriſtianity doth not 
ſtand in need of that ſupport. It ſtandeth 
fixed on its own ſolid baſis ; and only requireth 
to be conſidered with an attention ſuitable to its 
vaſt importance. It hath nothing to fear from 
a true freedom of thought, from deep reaſon- 
ing, and impartial inquiry, What it hath 
molt to apprehend, is a thoughtleſs levity and 
inattention of mind, and an abſolute indiffer- 
ency to all religion, and to all inquiries about 
It, It is no caſy matter to prevail with thoſe 
to think cloſely in ſuch a caſe as this, who are 
under the power of ſenſual affections and ap- 
petites, who are ſunk in Indelence and a Love 
of Eaſe, or carried off with a perpetual hurry 
of Diverſions and Amuſements, os engaged in 
the warm purſuits of Ambition or Avarice: | 
But ſurely, if the voice of reaſon is to be heard, 
and if there be any thing at all that de ſerveth 
a ſerious attention, it is this. The inquiry 
whether Chriſtianity be true, and of a divine 
original, or not, is a matter of high importance, 
and upon which a great deal dependeth. The 
Goſpel itſelf moſt certainly repreſenteth it ſo. 
# Chriſtianity be true and divine, thoſe to 

whom 
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whom it is publiſhed, and who have an op- 
portunity of inquiring into it, and yet neglect 
to do ſo, can never be able to juſtify their con- 
duct to the great Ruler and Judge of the world. 
It cannot with any conſiſtency be ſuppoſed, 
that if God hath ſent his Son into the world, 
to bring a clear reyelation of his will, and to 
guide men in the way of ſalvation, it is a 
matter of indifferency whether thoſe to whom 
it is offered, and made known, pay any regard 
to this dan of the divine will or not, 
or comply with the terms which are there pre- 
ſcribed. And therefore for ſuch perſons to re- 
ject it at a venture, without giving themſelves 
the trouble of a ſerious inquiry, or to continue 
in a wilful negligence and careleſs ſuſpenſe of 
mind in a matter of ſuch vaſt conſequence, is a 
moſt unaccountable and inexcuſable conduct, 
altogether unworthy of reaſonable, thinking 
beings. | 
Let Chriſtianity therefore be carefully exa- 
mined. Let the evidence for the facts on 
which its divine authority is ſupported, be coolly 
and impartially conſidered, whether it is not as 
much as could be reaſonably defired, ſuppoſing 
_ thoſe facts were true, and which would be ac- 
counted ſufficient in any other caſe. Let the 
original records of Chriſtianity be inquired into, 
whether they have not the characters of genuine 

— 
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Kmplicity, integrity, and a. ſincere regard to 
truth; and whether they have not been tranſ- 
mitted to us with an evidence equal or ſuperior 
to what can be produced for any other writings 
| whatſoever, Let the nature and tendency of 
the religion itſelf be conſidered; whether- the 
idea there given us of the Deity be not ſuch 
as tendeth to render him both moſt amiable 
and moſt venerable, to fill our hearts with a 
ſuperlative love to God as having given the 
moſt amazing proofs of his wonderful love and 
goodneſs towards mankind, and at the ſame 
time with a ſacred awe and reverence of him as 
the wiſe and righteous Governor of the world, 
a lover of order, and an hater of vice and wicked- 
neſs ; whether its precepts be not unqueſtion- 
ably pure and holy, and ſuch as, if faithfully 
complied with, would raiſe our natures to an high 
degree of moral excellence; whether the uni- 
form tendency of the whole ſcheme of re- 
ligion there held forth to us, be not to promote 
the honour of God, and the good of mankind, 
and the cauſe of piety, righteouſneſs, and 
virtue, in the world; to engage us to worſhip 
God with a pure adoration and devotion, to 
deal juſtly, kindly, and equitably, with all men, 
and to ſubdue the ſenſual irregular affections 
and luſts, and keep them within proper bounds. 
duperſtition, and falſe devotion, have frequently 
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put men upon unnatural and exceſſive rigonrs = 
and auſterities; but Chriſtianity, like the bleſſed 
Author of it, keeps clear of all extremes. It 

| abridgeth us of no pleaſures within the bounds 
of purity and innocence : nor doth it oblige | 
us to extinguiſh our natural appetites and 
paſſions, but to govern and moderate them, 
and preſerve them in a regular ſubjection to 
reaſon, and the law of the mind : and certainly 
it is neceſſary for our own quiet and happineſs, 
and for the good order of ſociety, that we 
ſhould do ſo. And finally, let it be confidered, 
whether any motives could poſſibly be axhibired 
more powerful and engaging, than thoſe which 
the Goſpel ſetteth before us. It propoſeth the 
nobleſt models for our imitation, God himſelf, 
in his imitable moral excellencies ; and his well- 
beloved Son, the moſt perfect image of his own 
_ goodneſs and purity. It diſplayeth all the 
charms and attractions of redeeming grace and 
love to allure us. It giveth the greateſt en- 
couragement to ſinnets to repent, and forſake 
their evil ways; and promiſeth the moſt gracious 
aſſiſtances to help our infirmities, and to 
ſtrengthen our weak, but ſincere, endeavours in 
the performance of our duty. It raileth us to 
the moſt glorious proſpects, and ſublime hopes, 
than which nothing can poſſibly have an happier 
tendency to engage us to a patient continuance 
— m 
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in well doing, amidſt the many difficulties and 
temptations of this preſent ſtate. The Rewards 
it propoſeth are ſuch as are fitted to animate 
holy and generous ſouls, and to produce, not a 
ſervile and mercenary frame of ſpirit, but a 
true greatneſs of mind; vig. an happineſs con- 
ſiſting in the perfection of our natures, in a 
conformity to God, and the eternal enjoyment 
of him, and in the pure pleaſures of ſociety 
and friendſhip with glorious angels, and the 
{ſpirits of the juſt made perfect. And on the 
other hand, to make an impreſſion upon thoſe 
that are inſenfible to the charms and beauty of 
virtue, it maketh the moſt lively and affecting 
repteſentations of the Terrors of the wrath to 
come, and the Puniſhments that ſhall be exe- 
cuted in a future ſtate upon thoſe that obſtinately 
perſiſt in a courſe of preſumptuous ſin and diſ- 
obedience, _ 

This is an imperfect ſketch of the nature 
and deſign of Chriſtianity, as laid down in the 
Goſpel. In this view let it be conſidered, and 

not be unjuſtly charged, as it hath often been, 
with corruptions that are only owing to a de- 
viation from its original purity; or with the 
practices of thoſe, who, though they make a 
profeſſion of believing it, allow themſelves in 
courſes which it forbids and condemns. What 
an happy world would this be, if men could be 
more 


* 
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more generally perſuaded to yield a willing ſub- 
Is to its divine authority, and to comply 


with its true ſpirit and deſign, and to give up 


"themſelves to be governed by its excellent 4 
cepts, and important motives! + 

What then can thoſe propoſe that take pains 
to turn men from ſuch a religion as this, and 
to weaken or ſubyert the evidences of its divine 
authority ? Can they pretend to introduce a 
more pure and ſublime morality, or to enforce 
it with more powerful motives ? Do they pro- 
poſe to render men more holy and virtuous, 
more pious and devout towards God, more juſt 
and kind and benevolent towards men, more 
temperate and careful in the due government 
of their appetites and paſſions, than the Gofpel 
"requireth and obligeth them to be? Do they 
"intend to advance the intereſts of virtue by de- 
priving it of its moſt effectual encouragements 
and ſupports, or to exalt the joys of good men 
by weakening their hopes of everlaſting hap- 
pineſs, or to reſtrain and reclaim the wicked 
and vicious by freeing them from the fears 


of future puniſhment ? P 


There is a great complaint of a yrowlite 
 difſolutenefs of manners, and of a general cor- 


ruption. His lordſhip repreſenteth this in the 


"moſt lively terms; but, inſtead of aſcribing it to 
The ha cauſes, he 1s for laying the whole 
laad 
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load of it on the preſent eſtabliſhment. Far 
from directing to the proper cure, he hath 
done what he could to take away that which 
would be the moſt effectual remedy, the in- 

fluence of Chriſtianity on the minds and con- 
ſciences of men. When the reſtraints of re⸗ 
ligion are once taken off, what can be expectedʒ 
— that they ſhould abandon themſelves to the 
conduct of their paſſions ? Human Laws and 


penalties will be found to be weak ties, where 


there is no fear of God, nor regard to a future 
Nate, or the powers of the world to come. In 
proportion as a neglect or contempt of religion 
groweth amongſt us, a di/ſoluteneſs of morals 
will prevail ; and 'when once this becometh 
general among a people, true probity and virtue, 
a right public ſpirit, and genersus concern for 
| the real intereſts of our country, will be ex- 
tinguiſhed, Surely then all that wiſh: well to 
the good order of ſociety, and to.the happineſs 
of mankind, ought to wiſh, that true uncor- 


rupted Chriſtianity ſhould generally obtain and 


prevail ; and that men ſhould not only heartily 
believe, but ſeriouſly conſider it, and endeavour 
to get it wrought into the very frame and 
temper of their ſouls, For Chriſtianity is not 
a mere outward form and profeſſion, but a 
living principle, of a practical nature and tend- 
ency. And it is not enough to have a ſpecula- 
* Ee. a tive 
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dive notion and belief of it, but we muſt con- 
Kider it with that attention which becometh us, 
and do what we can to enforce its excellent 
| dodrrines and motives upon our own hearts. 
This ſubject hath carried me to a greater 
len th than I at firſt intended: but I hope it 
not be thought improper to the occaſion, 
T ſhall only add, that though the principal 
defign of the following remarks. on the late 
lord Boling broke's Letters is to take notice of 
thoſe pallig es in them which relate to Chriſti- 
anity, and the holy Seriptures, the reader will 
meet with other reflections of a miſcellaneous 
Kind, and ſome that are of a political nature. 
In theſe laſt I may perhaps be thought to have 
gone a little. out of my province, And I muſt 
"confeſs, that I am not fond of appearing in the 
world under the character of a political writer, 
For this reaſon ſeveral things have been omit- 
ted upon the review, which J had actually pre- 
pared for farther detecting the miſrepreſenta- 
tions and inconſiſtencies which I thought I ſaw 
in ſome parts of his Letters, eſpecially that 
long one, which is the firſt of the ſecond vo- 
lume. Nor ſhould I have meddled with theſe 
matters at all, if it had not been from a deſire 
to contribute to the obviating ſome prejudices 
which theſe Letters have a tendency to raiſe or 
| auen! in the minds of ſome perſons, both 


3 againſt 
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againſt the preſent government, and againſt 
their fellow- ſubjects; and I think ir ſhould be 
| the carneſt deſire of every true Chriſtian, and 
lover of his country, that all ſhould be united 
in a ſteady and well-regulated zeal for our holy 
religion, and for that eſtabliſhment on which, 
under God, the ſecurity of our moſt valuable 
civil and religious liberties doth in a great 
meaſure depend. 
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REFLECTIONS 
On the Late 


Lord BolinNcpBRokKkEs LETTERS, 


PART I. 
On the Study and Uſe of HISTroRx. 


E late Lord Bolingbroke has generally 
"rg obtained the reputation of being one 
ol the fineſt writers in our language, 
W This bath procured him a kind of 
| authority | in the world, which makes way for an 
eaſy and favourable reception of any thing that is 
publiſhed under his name. A writer pofleſſed 
of ſuch talents hath it in his power to be ſig- 
nally ſerviceable to religion, and the true intereſt 
of his country ; and on the other hand, there 
is ſcarce any thing of more pernicious influence 
than ſuch talents miſapplied. When the public 
was firſt informed of Letters written by him on 


the Study and Uſe of Hiſtory, it was natural to 


expect ſomething very entertaining and 1 improve- 
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2 Reflections on the Late 
ing from ſuch an author on ſuch a ſubject. And 
it will not be denied, that he has many good 
and ſome very curious obſervations, expreſſed in 
a yery genteel manner, and with great elegance 
and purity of ſtile: but theſe are interſperſed 
with 8 of a very different kind, and of a 
dangerous tendency. 
In theſe letters his lordſhip has done what he 
could to expoſe the authority of the Scriptures 
to contempt ; and at the ſame time has made the 
moſt diſadvantageous repreſentation of the preſent 
ſtate of the government and conſtitution of his 
country. If we are to truſt the accounts he 
giveth us, Chriſtianity hath no real foundation of 
truth in fact to depend upon; it hath been up- 
held by ſuperſtition, ignorance, and impoſture; 
and hath been viſibly decaying ever ſincè the re- 
vival of learning and knowlege. And our civil 
conſtitution, inſtead of being rendered better at 
the late revolution, hath been ever ſince growing 
worſe ; and our liberties are in more real danger 
than they were in before. The natural tendency 
of ſuch repreſentations is to inſpire a thorough 
contempt. and diſregard of the religion into 
which we were baptized, and to produce endleſs 
jealouſies and diſcontents, if not open inſurrec- 
tions, againſt the government under which we 
live. No man therefore who hath a juſt zeal 
for either of theſe, can ſee without concern ſuch 
an inſolent attempt againſt both. And, in 1 
caſe, the quality, che ability, the reputation of 
the writer, as it maketh the attempt more 
dangerous, rendereth it more e neceſſary to guard 
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againſt it. If an inferior writer had faid all that 
his lordſhip hath advanced, it would have de- 
ſerved very little notice. But there are too 
many that are ready almoſt implicitly to ſwallow 
down any thing that cometh to them recom- 
- mended by a great name; eſpecially if it be ad- 
vanced with a very peremptory and deciſive air. 
And if an author's account of himſelf mult be 
taken, there perhaps ſcarce ever was a writer 
whoſe judgment ought to have greater weight, 
or who better deſerves, that an almoſt implicit 
regard ſhould be had to his dictates, than the 

author of theſe letters. — | 
He enters upon his firſt letter with declaring, 
that the rules he is going to recommend as neceſſary 
to be obſerved in the ſtudy of hiſtory, were 
every different from thoſe which writers on the 
* ſame ſubje&t have recommended, and which 
* are commonly practiſed,” But he aſſureth 
his reader (and I believe him) that — “ this 
** never gave him any diſtruſt of them. And 
therefore he propoſeth to tell his ſentiments —— 
© without any regard to the opinion and practice 
« even of the learned world &. He de- 
_ clareth it as his opinion, that — © A creditable 
« kind of ignorance is the whole benefit, which 
ce thegenerality of men, even of the moſt learned, 
< reap from the ſtudy of hiſtory, which yet ap- 
e pears to him of all other the moſt proper to 
train us up to private and public virtue . — 
Surely then the world mult be mightily obliged 
to an author who comes to give them inſtructions 
*Vok L p-1,2. - + Thid-p: 15; | 
VV n 
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and directions in a matter of ſuch great im- 
portance, which the generality of men, even of 
the moſt learned, were unacquainted with before. 

In his letter on the true uſe of retirement and 

Hach he finely repreſenteth, what — © a de- 

e firable thing it muſt be to every thinking man, 
to have the opportunity indulged to ſo few, 

te of living ſome years at leaſt to ourſelves in a 

« ſtate of freedom, under the laws of reaſon, 

<« inſtead of paſſing our whole time under thoſe 
© of authority and cuſtom.”— And aſks—< Is 

e it not worth our while to contemplate our- 

« ſelves and others, and all the things of this 

ce world, once before we leave them , through the 

% medium of pure and undefiled reaſon * 2— 

He obſerves, that They who can abſtract 

« themſelves from the prejudices, and habits, 

* and pleaſures, and buſineſs of the world, 

« which, he ſays, is what many are, though 

ce all are not, capable of doing, may elevate 

« their ſouls in retreat to an higher ſtation, and 

© may take from thence ſuch a view of the 

ee world, as the ſecond Scipio took in his dream 

« from the ſeats of the bleſſed.” — That this 

will enable them to — © diſtinguiſh every de- 

ce gree of probability, from the loweſt to the 

& higheft, and mark the difference between this 

e and certainty, and to eſtabliſh peace of mind, 

« where alone It can reſt fecurely, on reſigna- 

« tion T. — In what follows he ſeems to 

apply this to his own caſe. He repreſents him- 

ſelf as in a ſtate of retirement from the world, 


+ Vol. II. p. 197. + Ibid. p. 199. 


Lan, 


abſtracted 
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abſtracted from its pleaſnres, and diſengaged from 
the habits of buſineſs: though at the ſame 
time he declareth his reſolution in his retreat to 
contribute as much as he can to defend and pre- 
ferve the Britiſh conſtitution of government ; for 
which he expected his reward from God alone, 
to whom he paid this ſervice x. He goes on to 
obſerve in the ſame letter, that—* he who has 
e not cultivated his reaſon young, will be utterly 
e unable to improve it old.” And that 
c not only a love of ſtudy, and a defire of 
“ knowlege, muſt have grown up with: us, but 
“ ſuch an induſtrious application likewiſe, as 
requires the whole vigour of the mind to be 
c exerted in the purſuit of truth, through long 
ec trains of diſcourſe, and all thoſe dark receſſes, 
«© wherein man, not God, has hid it. „— And 
then he declares, that 7/15 love, and this deſire, 
he has felt all bis J ife, and is not quite a ranger 
to this induſtry and application . 
His reflections upon Exile tend alſo to give one 
an high idea of the author. Speaking of I 
neceſlity of ſtanding watchful as centinels, 
diſcover the ſecret wiles and open attacks of Mn 
capricious goddeſs Fortune before they can reach 
us, he adds I learned this important leſſon long 
< ago, and never truſted to Fortune, even while 
c ſhe ſeemed to be at peace with me. The 
ec riches, the honours, the reputation, and all 
e the advantages which her treacherous indul- 
«© gence poured upon me, I placed fo, that ſhe 
„might ſnatch them away without giving me 
Vol. II. p. 201, 202. + Ibid. p. 205, 206. 
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« any diſturbance. 1 kept a great interval be- 

« tween me and them, She took them, but 
& ſhe could not tear them from me *. He 
frequently expreſſeth himſelf in thoſe reflections, 

as one {ſuperior to fortune and exile, and that 
had attained to a perfect philoſophic calmneſs 
and tranquillity, whoſe mind was not to be dil. 
compoſed by any outward evils; as one who was 
far from the hurry of the world, and almoſt an 
unconcerned ſpectator of what paſſes in it, and 
who, having paid in a public life what he owed 
tothe preſent age, was reſolved to pay in a pri- 
vate life what he owes to poſterity ; and who 
was determined to write as well as live without 
paffion . And who would not be inclined to 
pay a vaſt regard- to the ſentiments of a great 
genius, that had always from his youth loved 
ſtudy, and defired knowlege, and to this added 
induſtry and application; who had an opportunity 
for retirement from the world, and knew how 
to improve it; and who had made uſe of his 
ſolitude to contemplate himſelf and others, and 
all the things of this world, through the medium | 
of pure and undefiled reaſon ! 

But there are ſeveral things that tend to take 
off from that dependence one might otherwiſe 
be apt to have upon an author palielied of ſo 
many advantages, 

It can ſcarce be denied, that there is a great 
appearance of vanity in theſe letters. A certain 
air of ſufficiency breathes through the whole. 
He every-where pronounceth in a dogmatical 


* Vol. II. p. 234. Th Ibid. p. 282. 
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and deciſive way, and with a kind of dictatorial 
authority; and ſecmeth to regard himſelf as 
placed in a diſtinguiſhed ſphere, from whence 
he looketh down with ſuperiority and contempt 

upon thoſe that have hitherto paſſed for learned 
and knowing, To this may be added, what can 
ſcarce eſcape the notice of the commoneſt 
reader, a viſible affectation of advancing ſome- 
thing new, and which had not been thought of, 
or inſiſted upon, before, How often doth the 
polite author of theſe letters, when giving his 
directions, and making his obſervations upon the 
ſtudy and uſe of hiſtory, put his noble corre- 
ſpondent in mind, that they were quite different 
from any thing that had been obſerved by thoſe 
learned men who had treated of this ſubject be- 
fore him ! In this I think him miſtaken, But 
at preſent I only mention it as a proof of the 
deſire he was poſſeſſed with of appearing to 
- think in a way different from, and ſuperior to, 
the reſt of mankind, even of the learned world. 
Such a deſire and affectation of novelty, and of 
thinking out of the common way, may lead 
perſons of great parts aſtray in their inquiries 
after truth, and hath often done ſo. 

But there are other paſſions and affections, 
that have a ſtill leſs friendly influence, and wluch 
are apt to give a wrong byaſs to the mind. 
Such is that keenneſs and bitterneſs of ſpirit, 
which diſpoſeth a man to find fault, and to put 
the moſt unfavourable conſtructions upon perſons 
and things. I will not charge the late Lord 
Bolingbroke with having been really under the 
8 5 4 influence 
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8 Reflections on the Late 
influence of ſuch a temper; but there are ſeveral 
things in his letters which have that appearance. 
In his reflections upon exile he layeth it down as 
a rule, ro live and write without paſſion ; he talks 
as if he had got above all outward evils, and 
had attained to a perfect tranquillity. And yet 
in theſe very reflections there are ſeveral paſſages 
that diſcoyer a very ſtrong reſentment, and great 
bitterneſs of ſpirit. He there intimates, that— 
* his country had reaped the benefit of his ſer- 
e yices, and he ſuffered for them That the 
ce perſons in oppoſition to whom he ſerved, and 
« even ſaved the public, conſpired and accom- 
<« pliſhed his private ruin: That theſe were his 
te accuſers, and the giddy ungrateful croud his 
«© judges: That art joined to malice endeavoured 
ee to make his beſt actions paſs for crimes, and 
& to ſtain his character — That for, this purpoſe 
© the ſacred voice of the Senate was made to 
% pronounce a lye; and thoſe records, which 
“ ought to be the eternal monuments of truth, 
* became the vouchers of impoſture and ca- 
© lumny . This is very ſtrongly expreſſed, 
T ſhall not at preſent inquire into the truth and 
juſtneſs of thoſe reflections. I ſhall only ob- 
ſerve, that this is not the language of a man who 
lives and writes without paſſion, or who is ſo indif- 

erent to common cenſure or approbation,as he pro- 
teflerh himſelf to be +. Nor is it eaſy to reconcile 
this with that philoſophic calmneſs, that modera- 
tion, and tranquillity of mind, which he ſome- 
times maketh ſo greataſhew of. There are ſeveral 

Vol. II. p. 270, 271, Vol. I. p. 6. 
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parts of his letters, as I may have occaſion more 
diſtinctly to obſerve afterwards, in which he ex- 
preſſeth himſelf with all the rage and virulence 
of a paſſionate party-writer. 5 
It were not ſo much to be wondered at, if he 
diſcovered a reſentment againſt thoſe whom he 
might apprehend to be the authors of his ſuffer- 

ings; but there are ſeveral things that look as 
if he were out of humour with mankind. Of 
the Critics, Chronologers, Antiquaries, and of the 
Learned in general, even thoſe of them that have 
been in the higheſt reputation, he frequently 
expreſſeth the utmoſt contempt. He inveighs 
ſeverely againſt the Divines, antient and modern; 
and repreſents even thoſe of them, who, he 
ſays, may be called ſo without a ſneer, as not 
ſagacious or not honeſt enough, to make an 
impartial examination, The gentlemen of the 
Law fall under his heavy cenſure ; and he will 
{ſcarce allow, that ſince lord Bacon, and the 
earl of Clarendon, there have been any of them 
that have attained to any eminent degree of 
learning and knowlege ; and he taketh upon 
him to foretel, that except there ſhould come 
ſome better age, there will not be any ſuch 
among them for the future. The Members of 
Parliament he repreſents as regarding the buſineſs 
of parliament only as a trade ; that few know, 
and ſcarce any reſpect, the Br:z77h conſtitution 
and that the very idea of wit, and all that can 
be called taſte, has been loſt among the Great. 
Such general cenſures might be expected in a 

writer that proteſſedly ſets himſelf to diſplay his 
65 „ talents 


| 
| 
| 
[ 
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talents in ſatire and ridicule; but do not look ſo 
well in one that appeareth in a ſuperior charac- 
ter, and who taketh upon him to inſtruct and 
guide, to form mens taſte, and direct their con- 
vu and enable them to paſs right judgments 

on petſons and things. Such a temper is not a 
very good diſpoſition for an impartial i inquiry ; 
it is apt to repreſent perſons and things in a diſ- 


- advantageous light, and to give à malignant 


tincture to the reflections ; nor is it very ſur- 


Priſing to ſee a writer of this turn paſs harſh 
and ſevere cenſures, not only on the adminiſtra- 


tion, but on the religion, of his country. 6 
: All the uſe I would make of theſe obſervations 
is, to keep us from ſuffering ourſelves to be too 
ſtrongly byaſſed in favour of a writer ſo diſtin- 


guiſhed by his abilities, and who putteth on 
ſuch ſpecious appearances. 


I ſhall now proceed to a more diſtinct exami- 
nation of Lord Bolingbroßès Letters. 
In them we may find, as hath been already 


hinted, many good and ine obſervations relating 
to the ſtudy and uſe of hiſtory ; delivered with 


great clearneſs of expreſſion, and propriety of 


_ ſentiment. His directions are full of good ſenſe, 


and many of them very aptly illuſtrated by 
proper and well-choſen inſtances. In general, 
it muſt be allowed, that his obſervations con- 
cerning the uſefulneſs of hiſtory, the advantages 
he aſcribes to it, and the ends to be propoſed in 
it, are, for the moſt part, juſt ; but there 1s 
not much in them that can be regarded as per- 


Ectly new. I do not ſay this by way of diſ- 


paragement, | 


3 
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paragement, to detract from the merit of his 

reflections: perhaps on ſuch a ſubject it is ſcarce 
poſſible to make any obſervation which hath not 
been made by ſome one or other before. It is 
a ſufficient commendation of an author, if he 
hath placed his reflections and obſervations in an 
agreeable and advantageous light, if he hath diſ- 
oſed them in a beautiful order, and illuſtrated 
bis rules by proper exemplifications. But his 
lordſhip ſeems not to be contented with the 
praiſe of having done this, He appears to be 
extremely deſirous to have it thought, that his 
_ obſervations are not only juſt, but new, and ſuch 
as other writers have not made before him, He 
declareth, in a paſſage cited before from his firſt 
letter, that the rules he gives — © are ver 
« different from thoſe which writers on the ſame 
e ſubje&t have recommended, and which are 
© commonly practiſed “. And that —< he 
will have no regard to the methods preſcribed 
{© by others, or to the opinion and practiſe even 
& of the learned world F.''—— And he ſpeaks 
to the ſame purpoſe in his third letter d. And 
after having declared, that the ſtudy of hiſtory 
will prepare us for action and obſervation ; and 
that — © hiſtory is converſant about the paſt ; 
% and by knowing the things that have been, 
we become better able to judge of the things 
*© that are ''—he adds — © This uſe, my lord, 
« which I make the proper and principal uſe of 
*© the ſtudy of hiſtory, is not inſiſted on by thoſe 
& who have writ concerning the method 
Vol. I. p. 1. + Ibid. p. 2. § Ibid. p. 69. 
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* to be followed in this ſtudy ; and ſince we 
* propoſe different ends, we muſt of courfe 
“take different ways . — He immediately ſub- 
joins “ Few of their treatiſes have fallen into 
* my hands.“ And is it not a little ſtrange, 
that he ſhould ſo poſitively pronounce, that 


others have not, in their treatiſes concerning the 


method to be followed in the ftudy of hiſtory, 


inſiſted on that which he makes the proper and 
Principal uſe of it, when at the ſame time he 


acknowlegeth, that few of their treatiſes had 
fallen into his hands? One would think by his 
way of repreſenting it, that none before this 
noble writer had mentioned it as the proper uſe 
and end of hiſtory to promote our improvement 


in virtue, to make us better men and better 


citizens, to teach us by example, and to pre- 
pare us for action and obſervation, that by 
knowing the things that have been, we may 


become better able to judge of the things that 


are. And yet I am apt to think, that few have 
ſet themſelves to ſhew the uſe that is to be made 
of hiſtory, the ends to be propoſed in it, and 
the advantages ariſing from ir, but have in effect 
faid the ſame thing. And it were no hard 
matter, if it were neceſſary, to fill up ſeveral 
pages with quotations to this purpoſe, from 
authors antient and modern. | 
Hiſtory is, no doubt, capable of being impro- 
ved to excellent purpoſes: and yet the author 
of theſe letters feems ſometimes to have carried 
it too far; as if hiſtory (not ſacred hiſtory; for 
" ® Vol I. p. 67, 68. | h 
7 a. Ip this, 


i 
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this, with the examples it affordeth, he diſcards 
as of little or no uſe) were the beſt, the only 
{ſchool of virtue, the moſt univerſal and neceſſary 
means of inſtruction, alone ſufficient to make us 
good men and good citizens, and to furniſh us 
with all the knowlege that is proper for our di- 
rection in practice. He obſerves, — That © hi- 


** ſtory is philoſophy, teaching us by example, 


% how to conduct ourſelves in all the ſtations of 
« private and public life” —— And that 
d jt is of all other the moſt proper to train us 
up to public and private virtue &. He 
declares, that every one that is able to read, 
« and to reflect upon what he reads, is able to 
© make that uſe of hiſtory which he recom- 
* mends: and every one who makes it, will 
find in his degree the benefit that ariſes from 
an early acquaintance with mankind, contract- 
« edin this method +.” — He adds, that 
«© Wie are only paſſengers or ſojourners in this 
e world; but we are abſolute ſtrangers at the 
ce firſt ſteps we take in it. Our guides are often 
* ignorant, often unfaithful. But by this map 
© of the country which hiſtory ſpreads before 
us, we may learn, if we pleaſe, to guide our- 
« ſelves.” — So that hiſtory is the, guide he 
propoſeth to all men to conduct them in their 


cc 


journey through this world, and by which 


every man' 18 capable of guiding himſelf in all 
the ſituations and circumſtances of public and 
private life. | 


* Vol i: Þ. IF$, . + Ib. p. 177, 172. 
Hiſtory 
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Hiſtory is, no doubt, very uſeful in its proper 
place; but there are other means of inſtruction 
to be joined with it in order to its anſwering the 
end. It is not to ſerve: inſtead of every thing, 
and to ſuperſede all other methods of inſtruc- 
tion, We ſtand in need of being well- ſeaſoned 
and principled with a juſt ſenſe of the moral 
differences of things, and with the excellent rules 
of religion, and the important conſiderations it 
ſetteth before us, that we may form juſt ſenti- 

ments of things, and may make a right uſe of 
hiſtory for our improvement in virtue, aud may 
know how properly to apply the examples it fur- 
niſheth. Accordingly our author himſelf in- 
ſiſteth upon it, that we muſt apply ourſelves to 
hiſtory — © in a philoſophical ſpirit and man- 
* ner &. He obſerveth, that — particu- 
«'lar examples in hiſtory may be of uſe ſome- 
<* times in particular caſes, but that the appli- 
« cation of them is dangerous.” — He would 
have a man therefore ſtudy hiſtory as he would 
ſtudy philoſophy. And in the account he gives 
in his third letter of what is neceſſary in order to 

make a right uſe of hiſtory, he carrieth it ſo far, 
and really maketh the work ſo difficult, as to be 
above what can be expected from the generality 
of mankind; and concludeth with ſaying, that— 
* by ſuch methods as theſe a man of parts may 
improve the ſtudy of hiſtory to its proper and 
«principal uſe . Where he ſcemeth to 
repreſent the making a right uſe of hiſtory as a 
very difficult thing, which none but men of parts 
Vol. I. p. 58. 4 Ib. p. 65, 66. 
| and 
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and of philoſophic ſpirits are capable of, and 
which requireth the exacteſt judgment, and niceſt 
_ diſcernment, as well as a very cloſe application. 


In this paſſage the uſe and advantage of hiſtory 
ſeems to be confined within too narrow bounds, 


as in ſome of the former it had been extended 


too far. 
As to the method to be followed in the ſtud 


of hiſtory, though the author of theſe letters 


ſpeaks with great diſregard, and even contempt, of 


thoſe that have written on this ſubject before 


him, yet the only one he particularly mentions is 
Bodin. He obſerveth, that— in his method 
« we are to take firſt a general view of univer- 
« ſal hiſtory and chronology in ſhort abſtracts, 
ce and then to ſtudy all particular hiſtories and 
« ſyſtems.” Upon which his lordſhip 
remarketh, that «© This would take up our 
«© whole lives, and leave us no time for action, 
« or would make us unfit for it ,*” And 
afterwards he obſerves, that— 
«© who reads without diſcernment and choice, 
* and, like Bodin's pupil, reſolves to read all, will 


© not have time, nor capacity. neither, to do any 


< thing elle . — But I cannot think it was 
Bodin's intention to lay it as an injunction upon 
his pupil to read without choice and diſcern- 
ment all the particular hiſtories that have ever 


been publiſhed. But the meaning is, that the 


beſt and moſt regular way of reading and ſtudy- 


ing hiſtory is, firſt to take a brief general view 


and ſurvey of univerſal hiftory and chronology, 


* Ib. p. 69. ＋ Ib. p. 142, 14% 
| | and 
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and then to proceed to the hiſtories of particular 
_ countries, nations, and ages, And this appeareth 

to be a. very reaſonable and natural 'method. 
And if Bodin propoſes the taking a large ſcope | 
and compaſs in reading hiſtory, his lordſhip, 
though he ſeems here to blame him for it, ſome- 
times expreſſeth himſelf in a manner that looks 
no. leſs extenſive : for he recommendeth the read- 
ing hiſtory of all kinds, of civilized and unci- 
vilized, of ancient and modern nations, as neceſ- 


_ fary to give us a right knowlege of the human 


ſpecies, and of ourſelves. He obſerves in his 
fifth 8 that — * man is the ſubje&t of 
* > 2x 55 ing, and to know him well, we muſt 
<« ſee him and conſider him as hiſtory | alone can 
< preſent him to us in every age, in every coun- 
te try, in every ſtate, in life and in death. 
« Hiſtory therefore of all kinds, of civilized 
& and uncivilized, of antient and modern na- 
4 tions, in ſhort, all hiſtory that deſcends to a 
« ſufficient detail of human actions and charac- 
« ters, is uſeful to bring us acquainted with our 
2 ſpecies, nay with ourſelyes*.”— And particu- 
larly, with reſpeCt to antient hiſtory, he mention- 
eth it in his ſecond letter as a great advantage, 
that — © in antient hiſtory the beginning, the 
" progreſſion, and the end, appear not of parti- 
* cular reigns, much leſs of particular enter- 
prizes, or ſyſtems of policy alone, but of go- 
c« vernments, of nations, of empires, and of all 
© the various ſyſtems that have ſucceeded one 
another in the courſe of their duration J. — 


* Vol. I. p. 170. . 
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And yet he afterwards ſeems to confine our at- 
tention to modern hiſtory. He will allow us in- 
| deed to read the hiſtories of former ages and 
nations, becauſe it would be ſhameful to be in- 
tirely ignorant of them; but he would not have 
us ſtudy any hiſtories, but thoſe of the two laſt 
centuries, That theſe deſerve a particular at- 
tention; will eaſily be acknowleged for ſeveral 
reaſons; and, among others, for that which he 
aſſigns ; the great change that has been brought 
aboutin the civil and eccleſiaſtical policy of theſe 
parts of the world fince the latter end of the fif- 
teenth century; of which he gives an elegant 
repreſentation in his ſixth Letter. But certainly 
there are many things in the hiſtories of the pre- 
ceding ages, both in other countries, and in our 
own, that well deſerve to be not only read, but 
to be thoroughly confidered by us; and which 
are capable of furniſhing very uſeful reflections, 
and anſwering thoſe excellent ends, for which, in 
the former part of theſe Letters, he had recom- : 
mended the ſtudy of hiſtory. This might eafily 
be ſhewn, if it admitted of any doubt, both with 
regard to civil hiſtory and eccleſiaſtical. | 

But; not to inſiſt longer upon this, and ſome 
other obſervations that might be made on par- 
ticular paſſages in theſe Letters, I ſhall proceed 
to what is the principal intention of theſe Re- 
marks; vi g. to conſider thoſe things in them, of 
which a bad uſe may be made, or which ap- 
pear tobe of a pernicious tendency : and my Re- 
marks. ſhall be diſtributed under three heads. 


0 Ichall 
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1 ſhall firſt conſider the reflections he has caſt 
u pon literature. EE 


And then ſhall proceed to thoſe paſſages in his 
Letters, which are deſigned to expoſe the 
holy Scriptures, and the Chriſtjan religion. 


And, laſtly, ſhall take ſome notice of the ſevere 

reflections he has made upon the conſe- 
quences of the late Revolution, and the ſtate 
of things under the preſent Eſtabliſhment, 


It may ſeem alittle ſurpriſing, that fo polite a 
writer, and one who, as he lets us know, always 
from his youth loved ſtudy and application, 
ſhould yet, in ſeveral partsof theſe Letters, expreſs 

himſelf in a manner that ſeems calculated to 

throw a contempt upon learning, and to put 

men off from applying themſelves to the purſuit 

| of it. Every friend of learning ſhould, I think, 

| acknowlege, that there is a regard due to thoſe 

that in their ſeveral ways have contributed to 

| promote it. But this ingenious writer takes 

| ' every occafion to place them in a ridiculous or 

_contemptible light. In his firſt Letter, he gives 

a very diſadvantageous idea of thoſe who, as he 

J' expreſſeth it, — make fair copies of foul ma- 
| 4 ET "aj 

| nuſcripts, give the ſignification of hard words, 

| if and take a great deal of other grammatical 

Ml ©. pains,” —— He owns indeed, that they enable 

| others to ſtudy with greater eaſe, and to purpoſes 

1 more uſeful; but he aſſures us, that they neither 

gro wiſer nor better by ſtudy themſelves, He 

I Fe adds, 
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adds, that * the obligation to theſe men 
b would be great indeed, if they were in gene- 
© ral able to do any thing better, and ſubmitted 
** to this drudgery for the uſe of the public, as 
&« ſome of them, it muſt be owned with grati- 
* tude, have done; but not later, I think, than 
about the time of the reſurrection of letters. 
And he at length condeſcendeth to declare, that 
* they deſerve encouragement, whilſt they con- 
4 tinue to compile, and neither affect wit, nor 
t preſume to reaſon *,” This is a very hard 
cenſure pronounced upon all thoſe, without diſ- 
tinction, that about the time of the reſurrection 
of letters, i. e. for theſe two centuries paſt, have 
compiled dictionaries or gloſſaries, or have revi- 
ſed and publiſhed antient manuſcripts, or correct 
editions of books; or who have been employed 
in explaining hard words, and in clearing obſcure 
paſſages, in antient authors, or making critical 
obſervations upon them, and in other things of 
that kind, Not content to repreſent them as 
abſolutely void of genius, and having no preten- 
ſions to wit or reaſon, and as neither wiſer nor 
better for their ſtudies themſelves, he will not 
allow, that any of them had the public good in 
. view in the drudgery they ſubmitted to. But I 
ſcarce know a greater ſign of a malignity of 
temper, than a diſpoſition to give the worſt turn 
toevery thing, and to judge harſhly of the in- 
ward intentions of mens hearts; when there is 
nothing in their actions to ſupport ſuch a judg- 
ment, It were eaſy to name perſons, that with- 

5 * Vol. I. p. 5, 6. | 
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in theſe two laſt centuries have employed them- 
. ſelves in the way he mentions, who were unque- 
ſtionably men of great judgment and genius, as 
well as induſtry : or, at leaſt, a ſmall ſhare of 
good- nature and candour would incline one to al- 
low them the praiſe of having had the public 
utility in view in works, which,“ by his own 
acknowlegement, have greatly ſerved the inter- 
eſts of learning, and contributed to the ſpreading 
of it. | 

But how meanly ſoever he thinks of the gram- 
marians, critics, compilers of dictionaries, and re- 
viſers and publiſhers of manuſcripts, he maketh 
a ſtill more diſadvantageous repreſentation of 
antiquaries and chronologers. Speaking of per- 
ſons that have hitherto been regarded as of great 
figure and eminence in the republic of letters, he 
avoweth a thorough contempt for the 
_ © whole buſineſs of their learned lives; for all 
the reſearches into antiquity, for all the ſy- 
« ſtems of chronology and hiſtory, that we owe 
to the immenſe labours of a Scaliger, a Bo- 
& chart, a Petavius, an Uſher, and even a Mar- 
& am. — It ſeems very odd, for one that 
ſpeaks ſo highly of the advantage of hiſtory, to 
expreſs ſuch a contempt for the labours of chro- 
nologers, which certainly are of great uſe for di- 
veſting hiſtory into its proper periods, in order to 
a regular and orderly conception and underſtand- 
ing of it. In a paſſage cited above, he mentioneth 
it among the advantages of hiſtory, eſpecially 
antient hiſtory, that we there ſee events as they 


* Vol. . P · 6. 


fol- 
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followed one another ;— “ that there the begin- 
ning, the progreſſion, and the end, appear, not of 
particular reigns, much leſs of particular enter- 
«© prizes or ſyſtems of policy alone, but of go- 
«« yernments, of nations, of empires, and of all 
<« the various ſyſtems that have ſucceeded one 
« another in the courſe of their duration.” 
This ſeems to ſhew the advantage, and even ne- 
ceflity, of chronology ; and, with regard to this, 
the labours of a Scaliger, a Petavius, and Uſher, 
are highly uſeful and commendable. To endea- 
vour to digeſt the hiſtory of mankind, and of the 
principal events that have happened in the world, 
in a regular ſeries, to mark the riſe and fall of 
cities and empires, to compare and connect the 
hiſtories of different countries and nations, ſa- 
cred hiſtory and profane; and, in order to this, 

to lay together the ſcattered hints and fragments 
of diiterent ages; is, notwithſtanding his degrad- 
ing repreſentation of it, a noble employment, an 
employment that even a Sir Iſaac Newton judged 
not to be unworthy of his great genius. One 
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would be apt to think, that every impartial per- 
fon, who hath a juſt value for learning, mult have 
a great honour for thoſe that have taken pains to 
ſet theſe things in a proper light: and where 
N abſolute certainty cannat be attained to, an happy 


conjecture may be both pleaſing and uſeful. 
In his third Letter, he findeth great fault with 
thoſe that make laborious inquiries into the firſt 
originals of nations. And in his fifth Letter, he 
warneth the noble lord to whom he writes, to 
| throw none of his time away, as he ſaith he himſelf 
K es 3 | had 
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had done, in groping in the dark in his ſearches 
into antiquity *. He ſpeaks with contempt of 
what he calls dry regiſters of uſeleſs anecdotes ; 
and declares, that= e ten millions of ſuch 
« anecdotes, though they were true; and com- 
““ plete authentic volumes of Egyptian or Chal- 
« dean, of Greek or Latin, of Gallic or Britiſh, 
& of French or Saxon records; would be of no 
« yalue in his ſenſe, becauſe of no uſe towards 
c our improvement in wiſdom and virtue; if 
they contained nothing more than dynaſties 
and genealogies, and a bare mention of remark- 
e able events in the order of time, like jour- 
“ nals, chronological tables, or dry amd meagre. 
© annals.” ——- But whatever opinion I may 
+ 00 of his lordſhip's taſte, I cannot help think- 

ing, that in this he is too; rigid. It ſeems to be a 
very natural and unblameable curioſity, to ſearch 
as far as we can into the receſſes of antiquity, and 
the originals of nations; and there is a pleaſure 
even in thoſe glimmerings of light that break 
through the obſcurity, provided we do not re- 
preſent thoſe things as certainties, which are on- 
y conjectural. And I believe chere are few but 
would be apt to wiſh, that there were © au- 
* thentic volumes of Egyptian or  Chaldean, 
* Greek or Latin, Gallic or Britiſh records,” 
—— even though they were only like what he 
calls — © dry and meagre annals,” — or, as he 
elſewhere ſpeaks, — * the gazettes of antiqui- 
* ty; and contained dynaſties and genea- 


Vol. I. p. 149. lb. p. 1 50. 
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logies, with a mention of remarkable events that 
happened to thoſe nations in the order of time, 
like journals, or chronological tables. And if 
any learned man could diſcover ſuch antient au- 
thentic records or monuments, few, I ſhould 
think, would blame him, or think him idly em- 
ployed in publiſhing then to the world. 
It looks a little odd, that there is no kind of 
men for whom, throughout theſe Letters, he 
ſheweth a leſs regard than for thoſe that are ge- 
nerally accounted men of learning, Speaking 
of thoſe who affect the reputation of great 
, ſcholars, at the expence of groping all their 
lives in the dark mazes of antiquity,” 
he ſays, that © all theſe miſtake the true 
85 deſign of ſtudy, and the true uſe of hi- 
te ſtory,” Great as the advantages are that 
he aer eck to hiſtory, and which he thinks 
every man is capable of that is able to read, and 
to reflect upon what he reads, yet—— a credita- 
*© ble kind of ignorance is, in his opinion, the 
* whole benefit which the generality even of the 
© moſt learned reap from it.“ And he inti- 
mates, that the only effect of their reading and 
ſtudying hiſtory is, to become pedants, f. e. as he 
explaineth it, — * worſe than ignorant, always 
“ incapable, ſometimes meddling and preſu- 
© ming *. — And elſewhere he repreſenteth 
the credulous learned as only employed © in 
* wrangling about antient traditions, and ringing 
different changes on the ſame ſet of bells +.” 


* Vol. I. p. 14, 15, 21. 1 Ib. p. 169. 


c ment, and ſcrupulous exactneſs - 


the other hand, he declareth concerning 
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To all which may be added, what he ſaith, in 
his Letter on the true uſe of retirement and ſtudy, 
„ e <« the ſcholar and hiloſopher, 
« who, far from owning that he throws away 


fe his time, reproves others for doing i it; that ſo- 


« lemn 80 who abſtains from the pleaſures 


te and declines the buſineſs of the world, that he 


* may dedicate his whole time to tha ſearch 
et of truth, and the improvement of know- 
te lege. Den He ſuppoſes him to have read— 
« till he is become a great critic in Latin and 
** Greek, in the Oriental tongues, in hiſtory and 
68 chronology ; and not only ſo, but to haye 
te ſpent years in ſtudying philoſophers, commen= 
te tators, rabbies, and whole legions of modern 
e doctors, and to be extremely well verſed in all 


ce that has been written concerning the nature of | 
E God, and of the ſoul of man, about matter and 


« form, body and ſpirit, &c 4. '— And yet 


he pronounceth, that, notwithſtanding all his 


learning, he is in a tate of! ignorance, for want of 


having“ examined the firſt principles, and the 


« fundamental facts, on which theſe queſtions 
« depend, with an abſolute indifference of judg- 


This he ſuppoſeth to be the caſe of—— man 
ce a great ſcholar, many a profound philoſopher, 
“ many a dogmatical caſuiſt— Yea, and, as 
appeareth from other paſſages in his Letters, of 
every learned man, of every philoſopher and di- 
vine whatſoever, that believeth 8 On 
ce the 
* Vol. I. p. 211, 212, + Ib. p. 213, 214. 
man 
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te man who hath paſſed his life in the pleaſures 


“ or buſineſs of the world,” — that whenever 
he ſets about the work os examining principles, | 
> concerning thoſe 
“ things that are of greateſt importance to us 
© here, and may be ſo hereafter, he will ſoon 


, i have the advantage over the learned philoſo- 


* pher. For he will ſoon have ſecured what is 
ec neceſſary to his happineſs, and may fit down 
te in the peaceful enjoyment of that knowlege ; 
« or proceed with greater adyantage and ſatiſ 
faction to the acquiſition of new knowlege ; 
F whilſt the other continues his ſearch after things 
te that are in their nature, to ſay the beſt of them, 


* 


* 


66 hypothetical, precarious, and ſuperfluous &.“ 


" The natural tendency of theſe, and other refle- 
ctions of a like kind, which occur in theſe Letters, 
ſeems to be to pour contempt upon what have 


| been hitherto eſteemed valuable branches of lite- 


rature, Reſearches into antiquity, chronological 


ſtudies, criticiſm and philoſophy, diſquiſitions 


concerning the nature of God, the human ſoul, 

and other philoſophical 7 theological ſub- 
jects, all theſe are repreſented as of little or no 
uſe; and only a more ſpecious kind of idleneſs. 


Ad if this be the caſe, I think it 1s wrong to 


complain of the Goths, Vandals, Saracens, and 
other barbarous nations, that burnt whole libra- 
ries, and deſtroyed the monuments of learning, 
They rid the world of a great deal of uſeleſs 
lumber, which tempted men to miſ-ſpend their 
time and pains; and it would have been an ad- 
Vol. II. p. 216, 217, | 

| vantage 
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vantage to mankind, if more of them had been. 
deſtroyed: inſtead of being thankful to thoſe 
learned perſons that have taken ſuch pains to re- 
cover and publiſh antient monuments, we are 
only to regard them as induſtrious triflers, to 
whoſe labours the world is very little obliged, 
Nor can I fee, upon ſuch a view of things, what 
uſe or need there is of ſeminaries of learning, 
But, in good earneſt, can this be regarded as a 
proper way to mend our taſte, and help forward 
our improvement? Such a way of thinking, 
if it generally obtained, would, it is to be feared, 
| inſtead of producing an extraordinary refinement 
. of taſte, tend rather to ſink us into ignorance 
and barbariſm, and bring us back to the dark · 
neſs of the moſt illiterate ages. 
Taken in this view, I cannot think, that theſe 
Letters have a favourable aſpect on the intereſts 
of literature. Methinks there appeareth to be 
no great neceſſity at preſent of warning perſons 

not to ſpend their lives in laborious purſuits of 
learning. The prevailing turn of the age doth 
not ſeem to lie this way, Many of our gentle- 
men will no doubt be very well pleaſed to be aſ- 
ſured, that though they paſs their lives in the bu- 
ſineſs or pleaſures of the world, yet if they at 
length ſet themſelves to examine firſt principles, 
and conſult the oracle of their own reaſon, with- 
out any regard to the opinion of others, or trou- 

bling themſelves to read the writings of philoſo- 

hers or divines, they are in a more likely way | 
of ern truth, and making a progreſs in 
uſeful 
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uſeful knowlege, than any of thoſe—— ſo- 


* lemn mortals, who abſtain from the plea- 
© ſures and decline the buſineſs of the world, 


* that they may dedicate their whole time to 


te the ſearch of truth, and the improvement of 
This is certainly a very 
flattering ſcheme, and ſeems to open a very ſhort 
and eaſy way for attaining to wiſdom, When 


they find a man of his lordſhip's fine and elegant 


taſte, and great talents, and who by his own ac- 
count hath ſpent ſo much time and pains in 


learned inquiries, pronouncing them abſolutely 
vain and uſeleſs; they will be very apt to take 


his word for it, and not*give themſelves the 


trouble of laborious ſtudy; the reſult of which 
might be only filling their heads with what he 
calleth learned lumber, and expoſing them to 
the ridiculous character of pedants, i. e. as he 
deſcribeth them, — © men worſe than ignorant, 
de always incapable, ſometimes meddling and 
* preſuming.”-— Inſtead of ſuch learned drudg- 


ery, the more eaſy and delightful taſk of ſtudy- 


ing modern hiſtory, may be ſufficient to furniſh 
them with all the knowlege they want, and an- 
ſwer every end of uſeful improvement. 


But ſurely ſucha manner of repreſenting things 


is not altogether juſt, nor is this the moſt effectu- 
al way of promoting real improvement in wiſ- 


dom and virtue, Great 1s the extent, and wide 


the field, of ſcience. Many noble ſubjects there 
are of inquiry, which well deſerve our attention, 


The deſire of 3 is the ſtrongeſt in the 


nobleſt 
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nobleſt minds; but comparatively ſmall is the 


rogreſs that a man is capable of making 
bie own unaſſiſted ability, within the ſhort 


compaſs of chis preſent life: and therefore, be his 


abilities never ſo great, he will need the aſſiſtance 
of others, and ought to be very thankful for it. 
Many excellent perſons in different ages have ein- 


ployed their pains this way; and a mighty ad- 
vantage that man hath, who has the opportu- 


nity, and knows how to improve it, of profiting 
by their labours. He may, by reading, vaſtly 
increaſe his ſtock of knowlege, may meet with 


many valuable hints, which elſe would not have 
occurred to him, and may find important ſub- 
jects let in a clearer light than otherwiſe he 


would have ſeen them. The author of our be- 
ings, who hath implanted in us the deſire of 


 knowlege, and fitted us for communicating our 


ſentiments, undoubtedly deſigned, that, in ac- 


quiring knowlege, as well as in other things, we 
ſhould be helpful to one another, and not depend 


merely upon ourſelves. And this is the great 


advantage of language, and of letters. We muſt 


indeed make uſe of our own reaſon, but we 
ought alſo to take in all the helps and advantages 


we can get: and he that is careful to improve 
thoſe helps which are afforded him, and who, 
without ſubmitting implicitly to the judgments 


and opinions. of others, endeavours to make the 
beſt uſe he can of their labours and ſtudies, as 
well asof his own thoughts, is in a far more like- 


ly 


E N a diaz Bt xy ; TI ö 


FFF 
8 6 * IRS ELIE 


* „ 
D F * * 
F 


Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 29 
ly way of improving his knowlege, and will 
better approve himſelf to God, and to all wiſe 
men, than he that, from a vain confidence in his 


own judgment, deſpiſeth and rejecteth thoſe 


helps, and, under pretence of conſulting the 
oracle of reaſon in his own breaſt (for, as his 


| lordſhip expreſſeth it —— every man's reaſon 


is every man's oracle”) — will not give him 


ſelf the trouble to read and to examine what 


others have ſaid and thought before him. Such 
an high conceit of a man's own capacity and 
judgment, ſuch an arrogant ſelf-ſufficiency, and 
a contempt of the labours and judgments of 
others, is not a very proper diſpoſition for find- 
ing out truth. A man of this character was 
Epicurus, who boaſted that his knowlege was 
all of his own acquiring, and ſcorned to ſeem to 
be beholden to any other for his notions. 

Having conſidered thoſe parts of the late 
Lord Bolingbroke's Letters that ſeem not very fa- 
vourable to the intereſts of literature, I ſhall 
now proceed to what is the principal deſign of 
theſe Remarks, to examine the reflections he has 


_ caſt upon the ſacred monuments of our religion. 


He firſt attacks the hiſtory of the Bible, eſpecially 
as contained in the books of the Old Teſtament; 
and then proceeds to a more direct attempt upon 


_ Chriſtianity. And this appears not to be a thing 


he treats of merely by the bye, but to be a point 
he has formally in view, and for which he pro- 
feſſes a kind of zeal. I ſhall therefore conſider 
diſtinctly what he hath offered. | 


In 


\ 


"3 Reflections on the Fate 

In his third Letter on the ſtudy of hiſtory, he 
ſetteth himſelf to conſider the ſtate of antient 
hiſtory, both ſacred and profane : and begins 


with declaring his reſolution -—— “ to ſpeak 


% plainly and particularly in favour of common 
* ſenſe, againit-an abſurdity which is almoſt 
* fſanctified . After having made ſome ob- 
ſervations on the ſtate of antient profane hiſtory, 
and ſhewn, that it 1s full of fables, and alto- 
gether uncertain ; he next comes to apply theſe 


obſervations to antient ſacred hiſtory T7. What 


he ſeems at firft to propoſe, is, to ſhew, that it 


is — © inſufficient to give us light into the 


« original of antient nations, and the hiſtory of 
te thoſe ages we commonly call the firſt ages. 
hut it is evident, that, under pretence of 
ſhewing this, his intention is, to repreſent the 
Whole hiſtory of the Bible as abſolutely uncer- 


tain, and not at all to be depended upon for a 


juſt account of facts. He not only denieth, 
that the writers of the hiſtorical parts of the 


Old Teſtament were divinely inſpired, but he 


will not allow them the credit that is due to any 


common honeſt hiſtorians, He repreſents thoſe 


hiſtories as — © delivered to us on the faith of a 
« ſuperſtitious people, among whom the cuſtom 


and art of lying prevailed remarkably 4. — 


and obſerves, that the Fewih hiſtory never 
e obtained any credit in the world, till Chriſti- 
* anity was eſtabliſhed &,” He ſometimes ex- 


Vol. I. p. 70. + Ibid: p. 83. et ſeq; f Ibid: p. 87. 
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preſſeth himſelf, as if he were willing to allow 


the divine inſpiration of the doctrinal and pro- 


phetical parts of the Bible, and were only for 


rejecting the hiſtorical, And this he pretends 


to be the beſt way to defend the authority of the 
Scriptures . But it is evident, that this is only 


| - a ſneer, For he was, no doubt, ſenſible, that 
the facred hiſtory is ſo interwoven with the 


prophecies and laws, that if the former is to be 
regarded as lying fiction, and not at all to be 


depended upon, the divine authority of the other 


cannot be ſupported. And what he afterwards 
repeatedly affirmeth of Chriſtianity, that the 
credit of its divine inſtitution dependeth upon 
facts, holdeth equally concerning the Old Teſta- 


ment œconomy. 
Alfter having done what he can, in his third 


Letter, to ſhew the uncertainty of antient ſacred 


as well as profane hiſtory ; he begins his fourth 
with obſerving, that as“ we are apt naturally 
to apply to ourſelves what has happened to 
« other men; and as examples take their force 
e from hence; ſo what we do not believe to 

“ have happened we ſhall not thus apply; and, 


* for want of the ſame application, the examples 


„ will not have the ſame effect. And then 


he adds Antient hiſtory, ſuch antient hiſtory 
« as I have deſcribed ” —-[in which antient 


facred hiſtory is manifeſtly comprehended |— 
« is quite unfit in this reſpect to anſwer the ends 


that every reaſonable man ſhould promiſe to 
* Vol. I. p. 93. 93, 99. | 


Huimſelf 
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* himſelf in this ſtudy ; becauſe ſuch antient 
« hiſtory will never gain ſufficient credit with 
& any reaſonable man *.“ And afterwards; 
ſpeaking of antient fabulous narrations, he de⸗ 
clares, that — ſuch narrations cannot make 


e the lighteſt momentary impreſſions on a mind 
* fraught with knowlege and void of ſuper- 


« ſtition. Impoſed by authority, and aſfiſted 
ce by artifice, the deluſion hardly prevails over 
% common ſenſe; blind ignorance almoſt ſees, 
ce and raſh ſuperſtition heſitates : nothing leſs 
< than enthuſiaſm and 3 can give credit 
<« to ſuch hiſtories, or apply ſuch examples.“ 
He thinks, that what 4 00 faid will — © not 
« be much controverted by any man that has 
* examined our antient traditions without pre- 


“ poſſeſſion: — and that all the difference be- 
tween them, and Amadis of Gaul, is this, that 


In Amallis of Gaul we have a thread of 
« abſurdities that lay no claim to belief; but 
<« antient traditions are an heap of fables, under 
« which ſome particular truths inſcrutable, and 
&« therdfore [uſeleſs to mankind, may lie con- 
1 cealcd, which have a juſt pretence to nothing 
« more. H. e. to no more credit than Amadis 


of Gaul]! — and yet impoſe themſelves upon 
* us, and become, under the venerable name of 


cc ent hiſtory, the foundation of modern 
« fables.” He doth not directly apply this 


to the Scrivtures! . But no one can doubt that 


this was his intention. It is too evident, that theſe 


Vol. I. p. 118. + Ibid, p. 120, 1217 


are 
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are deſigned to be included in what he calleth 
——* our antient traditions ”—(a word which 
he had applied ſeveral times before to the ſacred 
records) ; and which he repreſenteth as im- 
e poſed by authority, and aſſiſted by artifice.” 
—— And I think it is ſcarce poſſible to expreſs 
a greater contempt of any writing, than he here 
doth of the hiſtory of the Bible, and the ex- 
amples it affords, Tis 
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PART II. 


An i of the principal things offered 
by his Lordſhip to invalidate the lern and 
_ Credibility of the Sacred Hiſtory. 


AVING given this general view of the 

author's deſign, I ſhall now proceed to a 
more diſtin& and particular examination of the 
principal things he hath offered to invalidate the 
authority of the Old Teſtament Hiſtory. What 
he faith of Chriſtianity ſhall be conſidered after- 
wards. 

I need not take much notice of what he hath 
urged to ſhew, that the writers of the Sacred 
Books did not intend An univerſal hiſtory, or 
ſyſtem of chronology *. I know nobody that 


Vol. I. p. 202. et ſeq. 
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ſuppoſes they did; ſo that he might have ſpared 
that part of his pains. But notwithſtanding the 
Bible was not defigned for an univerſal hiſtory, 
or to exhibit a complete ſyſtem of chronology, 
though it may be ſafely affirmed, that no one 
book in the world gives ſo great helps this way, 
it is ſufficient if it gives us a true hiſtory as far 
as it goes, and Which may be ſafely depended 
upon. This is what our author will not allow, 
It is manifeſt, that he placeth it in the ſame 
rank with the moſt fabulous accounts of antient 
times. This then is the point we are to conſider, 
Let us therefore examine what proofs or argu- 


ments he hath brought againſt the truth and 


credit of the facred hiſtory, ” | 
Some of the things offered by him to this 
purpoſe have ſcarce ſo much as the appearance 
of argument. Of this kind is what he faith 
concerning the uſe that has been made by Few:/þ 
Rabbies, and Chriſtian Fathers, and Mahometan 
Doctors, of the ſhort and imperfect accounts 
given by Moſes of the times from the creation to 
the deluge. Let us grant, that the fables they 
| have feigned concerning Adam and Eve, Cain 
and Abel, Enoch, Noah, and his ſons, Sc. are 
| ſuch as — Bonzes or Talapcins would almoſt 
e bluſh to relate ;*——1 do not ſee how this can 
be reaſonably turned to the diſadvantage of the 
books of Moſes, or hurt the credit of them; 
ſince his lordſhip owns, that theſe fables are 
<< profane extenſions of this part of the Meſaic 
„ hiſtory,” —And that hiſtory is certainly no- 
way anſwerable for the additions which have 
„„ 8 been 
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been made to it. It would have been eaſy for 
"Moſes, if he had been a fabulous writer, to have 
filled up this part of his hiſtory with marvelous 
relations, and to have embelliſhed it with ſuch 
fictions concerning our firſt parents, and the moſt 
antient patriarchs, as our author here referreth 
10: and his not having done fo is a ſtrong pre- 
ſumption in his favour, that he did not give 
-Way to fancy or invention, but writ down the. 
facts as they came to him, with an unaffected 
ſimplicity. His accounts are ſhort, becauſe he 
kept cloſe to truth, and took care to record no 
more of thoſe times than he had good informa- 
tion of, or than was neceſſary to the deſign he 
had in view; which ſeems principally to have 
been to give a brief account of the creation, the 
formation of the firſt human pair, the placing 
them in Paradiſe, the fall, and the flood, which 
were the moſt remarkable events of that period; 
and to continue the line from Adam by Seth to 
Noah, as afterwards he does from him to Abra- 
Haun. 

What his lordſhip bebe rwer concerning the 
blunders of the Jeuiſb chronologers *, is not 
much more to his purpoſe, except he could 
prove, that thoſe blunders are chargeable upon 
the Scriptures ; which is fo far from being true, 
that, if accurately examined, arguments may 
be brought from thoſe very Scriptures to con- 
fute the blunders he mentions. 

As to the differences he takes notice of 
Tt between the Scripture-accounts of the 
Val. I. p. 104. + Ibid. p. 114, 11 

| 8 Afri 
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Aſſyrian empire, and thoſe given by a 
pe 1. - by Cteſias, wag pgs Sui that copy 
from him, very able chronologers have en- 
deayoured to ſhew, that thoſe accounts may he 
reconciled. But if not, it would only follow, 
that the Scripture-hiſtory differeth from Ce/ias, 
who, in his lordſhip's own judgment, and by 
the acknowlegement of the moſt judicious 
among the Greeks themſelves, was a very fa- 
bulous writer *; and how this can be fairly 
thought to derogate from the credit and au thoriey 
of the Sacred Hiſtory, I cannot ſee, 

But to come to thoſe things on which he 
ſeems to lay a greater ſtreſs, The ſum of what 
he hath offered to deſtroy the truth and credit 
of the Sacred Writings amounteth to this —- 
© That the Fews, upon whoſe faith they are 
te delivered to us, were a people — — to 
* the Greeks, till the time of Alexander the 
« Great — That they had been ſlaves, to the 
% Egyptians, Aſſyrians, Medes, and Perſians, as 
“ theſe ſeveral empires prevailed That a great 
cc part of them had been carried captive, and loſt 


e in the Eaſt ; and the remainder were carried 
« captive to Babylon, where they forgot their 


* country, and eyen their language — And 
te he intimates, that there alſo they loſt their 
e antient ſacred books: that they were a ſu- 
e perſtitious people, among whom the cuſtom 
& and art of pious lying prevailed remarkably 
“That the original of the Scriptures was com- 
a piled in their own country, and, as it were, 


* Vol. I. p. 76. 80. 
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. out of the ſight of the reſt of the world 
% That the Few hiſtory never obtained any 
credit till Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed; but 
e though both Fews and Chriſtians hold the 
*« ſame books in great veneration, yet each con- 
% demns the other for not onderſiahding, or for 
'« abufing them — That the accidents which 
*& have happened to alter the text of the Bible 
e ſhew, that it could not have been originall 
«given by divine inſpiration; and that they 
„% are come down to us broken and confuſed, 
« full of additions, interpolations, and tranſpo- 
de fitions — That they are nothing more than 
% compilations of old traditions; and abridg- 
ments of old records made in later times 
« And that Fews and Chriſtians differ among 
themſelves concerning almoſt every point that 
c is neceſliry to eſtabliſh the authority of thoſe 
% books, He concludes with ſome obſervations 
on the curſe ſaid to be pronounced by Noab 


upon Canaan, which he would have paſs for 
*c an” abſurd fiction of the writer of the book 


% of Geneſis; and he ſeemeth to have fingled 
ce out this as one of the propereſt inſtances he 
4 could find for expoſing the Scripture— 

Let us conſider theſe things diſtintly, _ 

It is no juſt prejudice againſt the credit of the 
Scripture- hiſtory, that the eus, among whom 
thoſe writings were preſerved, and whole affairs 
are there recorded, were, as appeareth from 
thoſe writings — Slaves to the Egyptians, 
« Aſſyrians, Medes, and Perſians, as theſe ſeveral 
bw | e empires 
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et empires prevailed &. It rather furniſheth a 
proof of the truth and impartiality of thoſe 
records, that they give an undiſguiſed account, 
pot only of the flouriſhing times of their ſtate; 
for there were times in which they were flouriſh- 
ing, free, and independent; but of their diſ- 
races, defeats, captivities, and all the calamities 
that befel them, which, according to theſe ac- 
counts, were in a way of juſt puniſhment for 
their national iniquities, their diſobedience and 
ingratitude. Yet under all theſe various revo- 
lations their nation was never intirely loſt, nor 
incorporated with their conquerors. Though 
many of them revolted, {till there was a number 
of them that with an unalterable zeal and con- 
ſtancy adhered to their antient religion and laws, 
which they -regarded as of a divine original ; a 
religion remarkably diſtin&t from that of the 
nations to which they were ſubjected, and, on 
the account of which, they were frequently ex- 
poſed to hatred, perſecution, and reproach. 
3 If the Fews were unknown to the Greeks be- 
fore Alexander the Great, this affordeth not the 
lleaſt probable preſumption, that their antient 
© _ hiſtory is not to be depended upon. The Greeks, 
2 by this author's own acknowlegement, did not 
= begin to write hiſtory till very late. The 
| Kknowlege they had of other nations was ver 


1 
1 
YU 
3 
1 
11 
1 
4 


| 1 
q _ 
4 % * 
* F. 
1 
N 
BY 
; 1 
. 
Ot} 10 
7 1 y 
bo 6 
q y 
TT 4 
75 
7 4 
K 
. * 
1 
At ? 
s 


91 
Mt 
T wr 

N. 

1 
1 
Fad g 
psf k 
i 4 © 
47 

1 

5 bed 


— TS. 
— — — — 4 


os n ä 8 & TO" 7 
n 5 n 1 n r y 
TEAS COPD ROE > PSY T6 3 Rs Ort HO A . n 
2 3 My Fes 1 8 * 1 2 e . tg 8 * 2 8 e 1 28 SIN x 2 7 


narrow and confined, And, particularly, they 
Pere in a great meaſure ſtrangers to the languages, 
laws, cuſtoms, and hiſtory, of the caſtern nations. 
lle himſelf obſerves, that after the times of 
Wo EVOL b 04 : 


D 4 Alexander 
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Alexander the Great, and even long after the 


Jeuiſb Scriptures were tranſlated into Greek, the 


Zeros, and their hiſtory, were neglected by them, 
and continued to be almoſt as much unknown as 
before #. And yet certain it is, that the Ferws 
were then a conſiderable people, and that the 
Greeks had many opportunities of being ac- 
quainted with them. Let us grant what he in- 
ſinuates, that this was owing, not to want of 
curioſity in the Greeks, ſince “ they were, as 
&© he obſerves, inquiſitive to the higheſt degree, 


&* and publiſhed as many idle traditions of other 
* nations as of their own +” —— but to the 


contempt they had for the Jews. What can be 
inferred from thence? Doth it follow, that the 
Jeroiſh Scriptures are not authentic, nor their 


| hiſtories to be credited, becauſe the Greeks neg- 


lected or deſpiſed them, and did not own their 


authority? This is eafily accounted for by any 


one that conſiders the nature of the Jeoiſh in- 
ſtitutions. It is not to be wondered at, that a 
people ſo exceſſively vain as the Greeks, and who 
looked upon the reſt of the world as Barbarians, 
ſhould conceive an averſion or contempt for a 
nation whoſe laws and religion were ſo different 
from their own, among whom all 1mage-worſhip 
was moſt expreſly prohibited, and no adoration 
was paid to inferior deities, in which the religion 
of the Greeks, and of which they were extremely 
fond, principally conſiſted, If the Zew:fh ſacred 


books had contained ſtrange ſtories of the ex- 


ploits of their gods, of their genealogies, battles, 
Vol. I. p. 90. + Ibid, p. 88. | 
. = . 
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and-amours, or traditions that tended to ſupport 
a ſyſtem. of idolatry, the Greets undoubtcdly 
would have been ready enough to tranſcribe 
theſe things into their writings : theſe fables 
would have been ſuited to their taſte, . But it 
cannot be ſuppoſed, that they ſhould pay any 
regard to the accounts given of extraordinary 

miraculous facts, that were deſigned to eſtabliſh 

and give ſanction to a conſtitution, the manifeſt 
tendency of which was to condemn and ſubvert 
that idolatrous worſhip, to which they were ſo 
exceſſively addicted, _ 

Among all the heathen nations none expreſſed 
a greater enmity to the Jews than the Egyptians, 
who were themſelves of all people the moſt 
ſtupidly idolatrous. One of their writers, Apion 
of Alexandria, is particularly mentioned by our 
author as having — © ſpoken of the Jews in a 
e manner neither much to their honour, nor to 
F* that of their hiſtories,” ——This ſeems to have 
recommended him to his lordſhip's favour ; for 
he ſpeaks of him as a man -— © of much eru- 
« dition, and as having paſſed for a curious, a 

c laborious, and learned antiquary - though 
he owns, that he paſſed alſo “ for a vain and 
* noiſy pedant *.” —-But if we may judge of 
him by the fragments of bis work, which Jo- 
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 * ſephus has given us, he was, with regard to the 
5 Jews, an ignorant and malicious writer, who 
1 does not appear to have been acquainted with 
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their hiſtories and laws, thongh he pretended to 
write againſt them; and might ſo calily' have 
Vol. I. p. 90, 91, 
pro- 


„ till Chriſtianity was eftabliſhed :” 


ö 4 8 1 

42 Reflections on the Late 

procured information, if he had deſired it. And 
this appears to have been the caſe of ſeveral 
others of the heathen writers that mention the 
Fews. They ſeem not to have given themſelves 
the trouble to make any diligent inquiry into 
their hiſtory or laws, as delivered by themſelves, 
but took up with idle reports and traditions to 
their prejudice : and yet in the accounts given 
of the Jews by the heathen writers, imperfect 


as they are, there are ſome valuable hints and 
traces to be diſcerned, which ſhew the falſhood 


of other things they report concerning them *. 

It is therefore a little odd, that ſuch a ſtreſs - 
fould be laid upon this, that the Jewiſb 
« hiſtory never obtained any credit in the world, 
7,05 It 
obtained no credit among the heathen nations ; 
or, as he elſewhere expreſſeth it we do not 
&* find, that the authority of theſe books prevailed 


* There is an heathen writer of a very different character 
from Apion, who gives a much more candid account of the 
Jetoiſb nation; I mean the judicious Strabo, of whom our 
2uthor himſelf ſpeaks with the higheſt eſteem. He makes 
the cauſe of Moſes's forſaking Egypt to be his being diſſatiſ- 
fied with the falſe notions of God, and his worſhip, that had 
obtained among the Egypzzans ; and ſuppoſes him to have en- 
tertained juſter and nobler notions of the Divinity than the 
Bgyptians, or Libyans, or Greeks : that with him went 
from Egypt many that honoured the Deity, Tao Tyar]:s T3 
Oy: that he perſuaded many good men, and brought them 
unto the country where FJeruſalem is built; and that there 
they continued practiſing juſtice or righteouſneſs, and being 
truly religious, or ſincere wor ſhippers of God, durtatonpays!ls; 
edel ws an, „es, but that afterwards they degene- 


rated, —See Strabo. lib. xvi, 


- 


among 
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0 among the pagan world *. How could it 


be expected, that it ſhould ? Since the heathens 


could not acknowlege it, and continue heathens ; 
for it was abſolutely ſubverſive of the whole 


ſyſtem of paganiſm. The authority of thoſe 
books was believed and received among all thoſe, 
by whom it could be reaſonably expected that 
it ſhould be believed and received: that is, it 
was acknowleged and received by that nation 
among whom thoſe writings, and the memory 
of the laws and facts, had been conſtantly pre- 
ſerved, and who regarded them with great vene- 
ration, as of a divine original; and alſo by thoſe 
among the heathens themſelves, who, upon the 
credit of the Jewiſb religion, laws, and records, 
quitted the heathen idolatry : and theſe were all 
that could be reaſonably expected to acknowlege 
the authority of the 7ewiſh ſacred books, even 
ſuppoſing their authority to have been never fo 


well founded. | | 


But it is urged as a ground of ſuſpicion againſt 
the Fewſh Scriptures, that they were com- 
* piled in their own country, and, as it were, out 
&« of the ſight of the reſt of the world. And 
it was certainly moſt proper, that the books in 
which their laws, - and the moſt remarkable 
events relating to their nation, are recorded, 
ſhould be publiſhed in their own country, the 


ſcene where the chief actions were laid. This 


is no diminution of their credit, but the con- 
trary. And if they had been compiled in any 


other country, or by foreigners, and perſons not 


Vol. I. p. 87. 9 11 5 | 
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of their own nation, it might have. been ſaid, 


and not without ſome appearance of reaſon, 
that they might be miſtaken, and take up with 


wrong and imperfect accounts, bath. of — and 


facts. 


But what this author ſeems chiefly to inſiſt | 


upon, to ſhew that little credit is to be given to 
theſe writings, is —— that they are hiſtories de- 
e livered to us on the faith of a ſuperſtitious 


0 9 among whom the cuſtom and art of 


<< pious lying prevailed remarkably *.. 

In order to form a proper judgment of this 
matter, let us take a brief view of the Few:/h 
Scriptures, that we may ſee what likelihood thers 

is of their having been ſeigned by a ſuperſtitious 
and lying people. 

In general, it may be obſerved, that if we 
compare the ſacred books of the Jews with 
thoſe of any other- the moſt admired nations, 
ſuch as mn and Rome, we ſhall ſoon ſee a 
moſt ſtriking and amazing difference. Their 


whole conſtitution was of a peculiar nature; ſo 


vaſtly different from that of other countries, that 
it 6 cf de ſerveth the attention and admiration of 
every impartial and conſidering obſeryver. It 


was the only conſtitution in the world, where 


the acknowlegement and worſhip of the one 


true God, the ſovereign Lord f the univerſe, 


and of him alone, is made the e eee 
maxim of their ſtate, and principle of their go- 
vernment, in which all theic laws centre, and 


the main end to which they are all directed. 


Vol. I. p. 87 3 . 3 
| All 


— 


53 


5 
5 

; 
, 
1 


2 


VE he o „ W een Yn PORN INN 
ee e eee ee Lis 
* : ee rr * CEE W ' - 

* 


„ 


pe ge 
TE: 
5 * 
1 
* 
3.91 
2 
1 
"4 
1 
2 
AS 
48 
2 
£3 
2 
wok, 
3 
2 
$542 
2 
le Jud 
3 
8 
ny 
1925 
Fay”... 
2 
3 
7 
bY 
885 
* 
* 
. 
E 


Tord Bolingbroke's Letters. 45 
All worſhip of inferior deities is forbidden ; no 
deifted heroes admitted ; no images ſuffered. 


Many. of their ſacred rites ſeem to have been 


inſtituted in a deſigned oppoſition to thoſe of 
the neighbouring nations, that they might not 
incorporate with them, or learn their idolatrous 
cuſtoms, to which the Mraelites, for a long time, 
were very prone, Nor is there any likelihood 
that they would have embraced or ſubmitted to 
a conſtitation ſo different from the then generally 


_ prevailing idolatry, if it had not been for the 


manifeſt proofs that were given them of its 


divine original. The amhor of theſe letters 


indeed intimates, that many of their rites wera 
derived from the Egyptians ; but whatever con- 
formity there might be in ſome particular in- 
ſtances, nothing is more certain and evident, 
than that the whole ſyſtem of the Fewiſh re- 


| ligion was moſt eſſentially oppoſite to that of the 
Egyptians, and other pagan nations; and tended 


to caſt contempt on their adored deities, and on 


that idolatrous worſhip to which the heathens 


were ſo much addicted, and which was eſta- 


bliſhed by the laws of their reſpective countries. 


As to the moral and devotional treatiſes, which 
make up another part of their ſacred writings, 
they are inconteſtably excellent. Their poetry 
is of a moſt divine ſtrain, far ſuperior to that of 


other antient nations, having an unexampled 


dignity, elevation, and ſublimity, in it, filled with 
the nobleſt ſentiments of the Divinity, and of his 
glorious incomparable perfections, and governing 
providence. | 
The 
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Ihe ſame obſervation may be made on the 
prophetical writings, in which we may diſcern 
many remarkable characters of genuine truth and 
purity. A fervent zeal for God, and for pure 
and undefiled religion, every-where appears: nor 
is there any thing in them that breathes the 
ſpirit of this world, or that ſavours of ambition, 
artifice, or impoſture. The whole intention of 
them is maniteſtly to reclaim the people from 
idolatry, vice, and wickedneſs, to engage them 
to the pure worſhip of God, and to the practice 
of univerſal righteouſneſs. With a noble free- 
dom and impartiality do they reprove their kings, 
princes, prieſts, people ; denouncing the moſt 
awful threatenings againſt them, if they ſhould 
perſiſt in their evil and ſinful courſes; and en- 


 Ccouraging them with the moſt gracious promiſes 


to repentance, and new obedience : and all this 


mixed with many remarkable and expreſs pre- 


ditions of future events, which no human ſa- 
dect could have foreſeen, and which derived 
uch an authority to them, that tho' they were 
often reproached and perſecuted when alive, their 
character and writings were afterwards regarded 


by the whole nation with the profoundeſt vene- 


ration. And it deſerveth to be particularly re- 


marked, that whereas the eus, as well as man- 


kind, in all ages, have been prone to place re- 
ligion chiefly in external forms, and ritual ob- 
ſer vances, as if theſe would compenſate for the 
neglect of the moral precepts, there are man 

paſſages in their ſacred books, eſpecially thoſe of 


the prophets, which in the ſtrongeſt terms re- 


> = - ed 
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preſent the utter inſufficiency of all ritual ob- 
' fervances without real holineſs of heart and life; 


and even ſpeak of them in a very diminutive. 


manner, and with a feeming contempt, when 
oppoſed to, or abſtracted from, moral goodneſs 


and virtue ; and ſuch writings certainly do not 


look like the inventions of a NN and 
lying people. 

But as the ſacred biſtory' 1s what this writer 
ſetteth himſelf particularly to expoſe and in- 
validate, let us take a brief view of the hiſtori- 
cal parts of Scripture ; and theſe are no leſs re- 
markable, and worthy of our attention, than the 
laws, the prophecies, the moral and devotional 
writings. 

As to a general idea of their hiſtory, it is of 
as different a complexion from that of other 
nations as their laws, and is of the ſame noble 
tendency with their other ſacred books. It every- 
where breathes the profoundeſt veneration for the 
Deity. The chief deſign of it is not merely to 
_ anſwer civil or political views, or to preſerve the 
annals of their nation, or trace it up to its ori- 
ginal, though this alſo is done, but for nobler 
purpoſes; to promote the true worſhip of God, 
and the practice of piety and virtue; to preſerve 
the remembrance of God's wonderful works * 
providence towards his profeſſing people ; 
ſhew the favours, the bleſſings, the 2 
vouchſafed to them, the proſperity and happineſs 
they enjoyed, when they kept cloſe to the laws 
of God, and continued in the practice of virtue 
and righteouſneſs; and on the other hand, the 
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great calamities which befel them, when they 
broke the divine law and covenant, and lapſed 
into idolatry, vice, and wickedneſs. Such are 
the uſe ful leſſons which their hiſtory is deſigned 
to teach, and to this excellent end is it directed. 
To which it may be added, that there are 
obſervable in it remarkable characters of fim- 
plicity, and an impartial regard to truth. It is 
plain, from the whole tenor of their hiſtory, that 
it was not compiled to give falſe and flattering 
accounts of their nation, or partial and elegant 
encomiums of their great men. Their great 
actions indeed are recorded, but their faults are 
alſo relatefl with a ſimplięity and impartiality 
that deſerves to be admired. Neither Romans, 
Greeks, Exyptians, nor any other people, have 
formed their hiſtories ſo much to the diſadvan- 
tage af their own nation, or charged them with 
ſuch: repeated revolts from the religion and laws 
of their. country. Let us ſuppoſe the Jeus 
neven ſo much poſſeſſad with the ſpirit of lying, 
it would never have put them upon forging a 
body of hiſtory ſa much to, the prejudice of their 
own national character. It. tendeth indeed to 
give an high idea of the great things God had 
done for them, of the privileges conferred upon 
them, and the excellency of their laws (and 
that their laws are excellent, no man can doubt 
that ſeriouſly reads and conſiders them), but at 
the ſame time it ſetteth the ingratitude, the - 
diſobedience, the ſtupidity, of that people, their 
oppoſition to God's authority, and abuſe of his 
goodneſs, their manifold backſlidings and un- 
LS  Kedfaſtneſs 
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ſtedfaſtneſs in his covenant, in the ſtrongeſt light. 
Their diſgraces, defeats, captivities, are no- 
where concealed ; they are repreſented as fre- 

quently brought under the yoke of the neigh- 
bouring nations in a manner much to their diſ- 
honour ; and their deliverances are aſcribed, not 
to their own wiſdom, conduct, and brayery, but 
to the mercy of God, upon their repentance. 
In a word, their hiſtory 1s a continued account. 
of God's goodneſs, patience, and juſtice, exer- 
_ ciſed towards them; and of their own ſtrange, 
perverſe, and unaccountable conduct. This is ſo 
manifeſt, that it hath been often turned to their 
reproach, and hath given occaſion to the repre- 
ſenting them as an obſtinate, ungrateful, and re- 
bellious race, and to ſuch a charge as St, Stephen 
advanceth againſt them from their own Scrip= 
tures : Ie ſiiff=necked, and uncircumciſed in heart 
and ears, ye do always reſiſt the Holy Ghoſt : as 
your fathers did, ſo do ye. Which of the prophets 
have not your fathers perſecuted ? Acts vii. 51, 
Theſe conſiderations naturally tend to derive a 
peculiar credit to the Few: Scriptures, as con- 
taining true and faithful accounts, not forged by 
a ſuperſtitious lying people. Whatever opinion 
therefore we may have of the Ferws, yet their 
Sacred Books deſerye great regard. Nor is there 
any ground to ſuppoſe, that theſe books or re- 
cords were of their inventing. At leaſt, I believe, 
this will ſcarce be pretended with regard to the 
FJeus in the latter times of their ſtate, however 
they might otherwiſe be addicted to fiction and 
embelliſhment, They received theſe books as 
5 . "" Jacred 
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ſacred from their anceſtors, and were themſelves 
Jo fully perſuaded of che divine original and 
authority of their laws, and the certainty and 
authenticity of theſe records, that they adhered 
to them with a zeal ſcarce to be paralleled in any 
other nation: ſo great was the veneration they 
had for them, that after the canon was com- 
pleted, they were extremely ſcrupulous not to 
make any. additions to their Sacred Books, or 
receive. any others into their number as of equal 
- authority, though written by the greateſt and | 
wiſeſt men of their nation. And if any perſons 
had endeavoured to alter or corrupt them, the 
fraud, the. impoſture, muſt have been immedi- 
ately detefted. For theſe Sacred Books were 
not, ue thoſe of other nations, confined to the 
prieſts only; they were in the hands of the 
people, conſtantly and publicly read in their 
ſynagogues ; the laws, and the facts, were what 
they were all acquainted with, and inſtructed in, 
from their in fancy. 8 

If therefore there be any gtound of ſuſpicion, 
it muſt fall, not upon the latter Jeus, but upon 

ZRA, and thoſe by whom the ſacred canon 
was finiſhed. If their hiſtory and Sacred Books 
were forged or corrupted, the moſt likely time 
that can be fixed upon for it is upon their return 
from the Babyloniſb captivity. And this ſeems 
to be the æra fixed upon by the author of theſe 
Letters. He obſerves — that the Babylonijh 
% captivity laſted ſo long, and ſuch circum- 
* ſtances, whatever they were, accompanied it, 
P * that the captives forgot their country, 8 
L even 
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« eyen their language, the Hebrew dialect, at 
e leaſt, and character *.” And afterwards, 
he intimates, that the Scriptures were —“ loſt 
during the captivity +.” — And he obſerves, 
that Ezra began, and Simon the Juſt finiſhed, 
the canon of the Scriptures ||.” — 
Leet us grant, that in the Babyloniſh captivity, 
the Jews learned the Chaldee language, which 
thenceforth became more familiar to them than 
the Hebrew ; and that the old Hebrew character 
was, as many learned men ſuppoſe, though it is 
far from being certain, changed for the Chaldee; 
the latter being fairer, eaſier, and more generally 
uſed among the people; yet this is, far from 
proving, either that the Hebrew language was 
intirely forgotten by them, or that their Sacred 
Books were loſt in the captivity. There are 
many things that plainly ſhew the contrary. The 
prophet EzREEKIEL, who propheiied during the 
captivity to the Jews in Chaldea, writ and pub- 
lithed his prophecies in Hebrew. So did the 
prophets Haccar, ZECHARIAH, and MaLAchr, 
who prophelied ſeveral years after the return 
from the Babyleniſb captivity : which ſhews, that 
the Hebrew language was {till in uſe, and was 
underſtood by many of the people. The fame 
thing may be concluded from this ; that all the 
Sacred Books that were written after the captivity 
were written in Hebrew, except a part of EZRA 
and DANIEL. NEnEMIAn, who had been a great 
man in the Per/ian court, writ his own memoirs 
in Hebrew : which ſhews, that the Jews who 
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continued in Perſia, their great men at leaſt, ſtill 
retained: the knowlege of that language. And 
as the Hebrew language was not abſolutely for- 


gotten among the Jeu in their captivity, ſo 


neither were their Sacred Books intirely loſt. 
Indeed it were abſurd to ſuppoſe it. That cap- 
tivity, though it laſted ſeventy years from the 
firſt beginning of it under Fehoiakim, yet from 
the time of the utter deſolation of Feruſalem, 
and the temple, and the carrying away the laſt 
remainder of the people to Baby/cn, continued 
but about fifty years. And there were not a 
few of them that had been carried away from 
eruſalem, who ſurvived the whole time, and 


' lived to come back. Many of the prieſts and 


Levites, and chief of the fathers, who were antient 
men, that had ſeen the firſt houſe, when the foun- 


dation of the ſecond houſe was laid before their 


eyes, wept with a loud voice, Ezra iii. 12. All 


thoſe among them that lived to ſeventy or eighty 


years were twenty or thirty years old when 
Jeruſalem and the Temple were dettroyed ; and to 


ſuppoſe, that theſe ſhould intirely forget their 


language, or their religion, hiſtory, and laws, is 
very abſurd. Add to this, that the people were 


in expectation of a deliverance, and reſtitution 


to their own land, of which the prophets had 
aſſured them; and this would naturally make 
them more careful to preſerve their laws, and 
the antient authentic records and memorials of 
their nation, It appeareth from the accounts 
given of thoſe that returned, that many of the 
Priefis the Levites, the Singers, the Porters, 

8 the 
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the Nethinims, &c. had preſerved their genealo- 
gies during the captivity, in proſpect of their 
return, and of their being again employed in the 
ſacred functions; and thoſe who could not 
clearly ſhew their genealogies, were put from 
the prieſthood, Ezra ii. 62. Neb. vii. 64. 
| Great numbers of the people could alſo prove 

their genealogies : and where there were any 
that could not dothis, it is particularly taken no- 
tice of, that they could not ſhew their fathers 
houſe, Ezra ii. 59. It is manifeſt thereſore, 
that there were regiſters of genealogies preſerv- 
ed in Babylon; and is it not reaſonable to con- 
_ clude, that they would be no leſs careful to 
preſerve their Sacred Books, eſpecially thoſe of 
Moſes, in which were their original records, and 
the laws on which their whole conſtitution 
depended? 

If the Jeus had been for changing their own 
laws and cuſtoms, we may ſuppoſe it muſt have 
been in order to their adopting thoſe of their 
conquerors, and of the country to which the 
were tranſplanted, and in which they ſettled. 
But it is evident, that, in fact, they did not do 
this; ſince the whole ſyſtem of their worſhip and 
_ conſtitution was, upon their-return, very differ- 

ent from that of the Babylonians. If therefore 
they learned their language, or uſed their letters 
and characters in writing; yet ſtill it is certain, 
that they worſhiped not their gods, nor adopt- 
ed their religion, and facred rites. They ſtill pre- 
ſerved their own; and the captivity and deſo- 
lation of their nation, which they looked upon as 
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a puniſhment for their manifold revolts, idola- 
tries, and deviations from their law, tended to 
| increaſe, inſtead of extinguiſhing, their venera- 
tion for it 

By DANIEL's ſolemn fapplication and faſting, 
when the time came that had been marked out in 
the prophecies for their return, it appeareth, that 
he had the book of IEREMIAH's Prophecies before 
him, Dan. ix. 2. And the confeſſion he there 
maketh is remarkable: All Iſrael have tranſgreſſ- 
ed thy law— therefore the curſe is come upon us; 
and the oath that is written in the law of Moſes 
the ſervant of God, becauſe wwe have ſinned againſt 
him—— And he hath confirmed his words which he 
pale againſt us, and againſt our juages that Judged 
uS— s it is written-in the law of Moſes, all 

This evil is come upon us, ver. 11, T2, 1g. 
Here it 1s plainly ſuppoſed, that there was a Writ- 
ten law of Moſes extant in his time, known to him 
and to the people, and which was regarded as 
the law of God himſelf: that they had tranſ- 
greſſed that law, and thereby had expoſed them- 
ſelves to the dreadful judgments denounced 
againſt them, and written in that law, as the 
Juſt puniſhment of their revolt and diſobedience. 
Soon after this, when the people returned, under 
the conduct of ZERUBBABEL , JESBUA, and others, 
we find them gathered together to celebrate: the 
Feaſt of Tabernaeles, in the ſeventh month, and 
offering the daily burnt-offerings, and thoſe of | 

the new-moons, and ſer feaſts, beſides Free- uill 
Offerings: and all this is ſaid to be done as 
written in the law of Moſes, Ezra 1 ll, 1—6. and 
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this plainly ſheweth, that they had the written 
law of Moſes with them. They alſo appointed 
the Prieſts and Levites, in their ſeveral courſes, 

and the Singers, and ſervice of the temple, ac- 
cording to the ordinances of David the man of God, 
Ezra iii. 10, 11. The ſacred hymns or plalms, 

therefore, that had been uſed in the temple-wor- 
ſhip, were not loſt in the captivity; and indeed 
the Pſalms of David carry evident characters of 
genuineneſs in them. They were many of 
them compoſed on ſpecial occaſions, and adapt- 
ed to his peculiar circumſtances, in a manner 
which plainly ſheweth they were not forged' in 
after-times. And the preſerving ſo many of 
the pſalms and hymns, ſome of which contain 
an abridgment of their ſacred hiſtory, is a mani- 
feſt indication of the care they took ; and that 
there was not a general deſtruction of their Sacred 
Books in the captivity. The ſame obſer vation 

may be applied to the prophetical writings, 
and to their ſacred records. It is plain, that the 
hiſtory of their kings was preſerved; to which 
there is frequent reference in books compiled 
after the Babyloniſb captivity. 

The commiſſion afterwards given to Ezra by 
ARTAXERXES, plainly ſuppoſed the law of Mo- 
ſes to be then in being, and in the higheſt au- 
thority; and only impowered him. to regulate 
every thing according to that law, He is de- 
ſeribed in Artaxerxes's commiſſion as a ready 
feribe i in the law of Meſes ; as one greatly {killed 
in that law, and fit to inſtruct others in it; and 
i required to ſet magiſtrates and judges to judge 
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the people, ſuch as knew the Law of God, 
Ezra vii, 6. 10. 25. Soon after EzRa came 
NxREMIAUH, a great man in the Perſian court, 
and who was appointed governor of Fudea; and 
every thing throughout his. book diſcovereth, 
that he and the whole people profeſſed the higheſt 
veneration for the law of Moſes, Before he 
came to Judea, he was well acquainted with 
that law, and regarded it as of divine authority, 
Meb. i. 7, 8, 9. During his adminiſtration, we 
have an account of a ſolemn reading of the 
Law, by Ezra, in the hearing of all the people; 
who heard it with the utmoſt reverence and at- 
tention: in this he was aſſiſted by ſeveral Levites, 
who read in the book, in the law of God, di- 
fiinfly, and gave the ſenſe, and cauſed them to un- 
derſtand the reading, Neh. viii. 1-9 Again, we 
are told of another ſolemn reading of the Law, 
before all the people, Neb. ix. 1, 2, 3. And in 
the admirable confeſſion made on that account 
by the Levites, there is an excellent ſummary of 
the principal events recorded in the hiſtorical 
parts of the books of Mefes; ſuch as, the calling 
of Abraham ; their bondage and oppreſſion in 
Egypt; their being brought out from ee with 
ſigns and wonders, and dreadful judgments exc- 
cuted upon Pharaoh and his people; the dividing 
of the ſea before them, ſo that they paſſed 
through it as on dry land, whilſt the Egyptians 
that purſued them were overwhelmed in the 
deep; the promulgation of the law at Sinai, with 
remarkable tokens of the divine preſence and 
glory; the miracles wrought in the Wilderneſs, 
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the leading them by a cloud in the day, and a 
pillar of fire by night; the giving them manna- 
bread from heaven to eat, and cleaving the rock 
to give them water to drink; and finally, bring- 
ing them into poſſeſſion of the land of Canaan. 
Theſe things, which are the moſt remarkable 
facts in the hiſtory of their nation, together with 
their frequent rebellions, diſobedience, and ingra- 
titude, particularly their making and worſhip- 
ing the molten calf in the Wilderneſs, the ſtand- 
ing diſgrace of their nation, and their ſubſe- 
quent revolts, calamities, and deliverances, after 
they came into the land of Canaan, are there 
taken notice of in the public confeſſions and ac- 
 knowlegements made to God in the name and 
preſence of all the people; and are mentioned 
as things commonly known and acknowleged 
among them, and as of undoubted truth and cer- 
tainty. . 
Taking theſe things together, it ſeems to ap- 
| pear, with all the evidence which the nature of 
the thing is capable of, that the Jeuiſb ſacred 
books and records were not loſt in the Babyloni/h 
captivity ; that they were in poſſeſſion of them, 
and had them in great veneration, before Ezra 
came to Jeruſalem. And it would be a wild 
imagination to ſuppoſe, that he had it in his 
power, even if he had it in his inclination, ſo far 
to impoſe upon all the Jeu, both thoſe in Tudea, 
and thoſe that continued in Babylon, and other 
parts of the Perſian empire, as to make them all 
with one conſent receive thoſe for their antient 
=_ laws, by which their nation had been always go- 
| | TT | verned, 


— — — — 
* — — — — 


— 
———— — 


— — 


— 
— 


— — —.— 
— 


— 


OS —_— = ——— — 
— 


— "ID 
= 


— 


— — 


— —— —— —— — — ooo — 


— — —— 


58 Reflections on the Late 


verned, which were not their antient laws; and 


thoſe for their antient authentic hiſtories, and ſa- 


cred records, which were not the antient authen- 
tic records. All that his commiſſion from 
Artaxerxes extended to was, to order things ac- 
cording to the law of Moſes ; and this he effected. 
When he came, he found ſeveral abuſes contra- 
Ty to. that law, countenanced by men of great 
power and intereſt, and in which ſeveral of the 
chief prieſts,” as well as numbers of the people, 
were engaged; and he ſet himſelf to reform 


| them according to that law: and theſe regula- 


tions would not have been tamely ſubmitted to, 


i it had not been well known, that the laws and 


conſtitutions he urged upon them, were the 
1 1 1 4-H] 


true original laws of Moſes. 


5 6 © 


As to theeſtabliſhing the ſacred canon, which is 
attributed to Ezra, and to thoſe whom the eus 
call the men of the great ſynagogue; the laſt of 

whom was S1MON THE JUST, this is not to be 

underſtood as if theſe books were not 'accounted 
facred, or were regarded as of no authority be- 
fore, The books were already well known, and 
looked upon as ſacred ; they had not their au- 


thoxity, hecauſe Ezra acknowleged them; but 


he collected and pvbliſhed them, becauſe they 
were knoyyn to be authentic. It may indeed be 
well ſuppoſed, that faults and variations might 
have.crept into, the copies of thoſe books; and 


that they needed to be carefully reviſed. And 


this was a work for which Ezra was admirably 


fitted by his great ſkill in the law, and in the fa- 
cred records of his nation, as well as his noted 
” n F 9” tes 
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integrity, And if he accordingly reviſed the 
original Sacred Books, and publiſhed a more cor- 


rect edition of them, or abridged ſome of their 


antient records, to render them of more gene- 
ral uſe among the people, and here and there in- 


ſerted ſome paſſages for explaining and illuſtrate- 
ing things that were grown obſcure ;. this was 
certainly a work of great uſe. And ſuppoſing 


him to have done this, and that this work con- 


tinued to be afterwards carried on by ſome of 


the moſt knowing and excellent men of their 
nation, till it was with great care completed, [I 


do not ſee how it in the leaſt affects the autho- 
rity or credibility of thoſe books. The whole 


nation in general were ſo ſenſible of EzrA's 
great fidelity and diligence, that he was always 
afterwards had in the higheſt honour ; and they 
were ſo convinced, that theſe were the original 
Sacred 'Books, that they received them with an 
extraordinary veneration. Nor did they ever 
pay the ſame regard to any other ſubſequent 


writings in their own nation. And though the 


SANHEDRIM continued to have great autho- 
rity among them, they never pretended to 
put any other books upon them as divine, or as of 
equal authority with the Sacred Books. Now 
how comes it, that they put ſo great a difference 
between them, and that the authority of theſe 
books was univerſally acknowleged by the whole 
nation, and the other not? This ſheweth, that 
however credulous the Fews might be in other 
things, yet they were particularly exact and ſcru- 
pulous in not receiving any books into the ſacred 
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canon, but what they judged they had good 
reaſon to look upon as authentic. 
The moſt remarkable part of the Jeuiſh hi- 
ſtory is, that which is contained in the books of 
Moſes. It is there we have an account of the 
firſt conſtitution of their ſacred polity ; the pro- 
mulgation of the ten commandments, with the 
moſt amazing demonſtrations of a divine power 
and majeſty ; and the extraordinary miraculous 
facts done in Egypt, and in the Wilderneſs, by 
which the authority of that law was eſtabliſhed. 
And whoſoever alloweth this part of the Jew:/h 
hiſtory to be authentic, will not much ſcruple the 
ſubſequent parts of their hiſtory, Now it is 
evident, that as it was not Ezra that gave au- 
thority to the law of Moſes, which was in the 
Higheſt authority before, or who cauſed the 
people to receive it as divine; ſo neither were 
the facts, whereby the authority of that law was 
atteſted, fr/? publiſhed by him. They had been 
all along believed, and the remembrance of them 
kept up, among the people. The books of Moſes 
exhibit a remarkable intermixture of /aws and 
facts: and it appears to be ſo from the beginning, 
though our author inſinuates the contrary, but 
gives no reaſon for it . And it was wiſely or- 
 dered, that the facts ſhould go along with the 

laws; ſeveral of which ſuppoſe thoſe facts, and 
have a manifeſt relation to them. And as the 
las were received with great veneration, ſo the 
facts were equally received and believed among 
the people, in all ages, from the time in which 
Vol. I. p. 100, 5 

| thoſe 
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thoſe laws were given. And it deſerveth to be 
remarked, that the facts were of ſuch a kind, 
that they could not have been impoſed upon the 
people, however ſtupid we ſuppoſe them to have 
been, at the time the laws were given, if they 
had not been true. If Moss had only told the 
' Jfraelites, as Manomer did the Arabians, in- 
ſtead of working miracles before them, as 
they demanded, of a journey he made to hea- 
ven, where he received the law ; or as Numa 
did the antient Romans, of conferences he had 
with the Goddeſs Egeria in a wood or grove, to 
which no other perſons were witneſſes, and 
which depended intirely upon his own word; 
this might have adminiſtred ground of ſuſpicion, 
that he only feigned a divine commiſſion, the 
more effectually to enforce his laws upon an 
ignorant and ſuperſtitious people. But he took a 
quite different method. The facts he relateth, 
and upon the credit of which the divine authority 
of his laws is reſted, were of a moſt public na- 
ture, done in open view before the people, of 
which they were all ſaid to be wiinefles, and in 
which therefore, if they had not been true, it 
would have been the eaſieſt thing in the world 
to have detected him. And indeed, conſidering 
the ſtubborn diſpoſition of the people, and their 
great proneneſs to idolatry, it can ſcarce be con- 
ceived, that they would have received or ſub- 
mitted to ſuch a law and conſtitution, if the 
themſelves had not been aſſured of the truth 
of thole facts whereby the divinity of it was con- 
firmed, In the admirable recapitulation of the 


law, 
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law, contained in the book of Deuteronomy, which 
carrieth as ſtrong evidences of genuine antiquity, 
fimplicity,.and integrity, as any writings can poſ- 
fibly have, and in which he delivereth himſelf. 
with an inimitable gravity, dignity, and authority, 
mixed with the moſt affectionate tenderneſs and 
concern, as becometh the lawgiver and father of 


his people, and exhorteth them to the obſervation 
of the hw in the moſt pathetical and engaging 


manner; there is a conſtant reference to the 


great and extraordinary facts wrought in Egypt, 


and in the Wilderneſ; an appeal is made to 
the people, concernihg them, as things which 
they themſelves had ſeen and known. And 
never was there greater care taken to preſerve 
a remembrance of any laws and facts than there 
was of theſe. He delivered the book of the 
law, containing an account both of laws and 
facts, not only to the prieſts, but to all the elders 
of Tjrael, the heads of the ſeveral tribes, before 
his death. And the original of the law was de- 
poſited in the ſides of the ark, in the moſt holy 
place. A moft ſolemn charge was laid upon the 
497m in the name of God, as they es his 
favour, and their own happineſs, frequently to 


conſider thoſe laws and facts themſelves, and to 


teach them diligently to their children. Sacred 
rites were inſtituted, and public feſtivals a 

pointed, to preſerve the memorials of the prin- 
cipal facts, from the time in which thoſe facts 


were done. And accordingly the remembrance 
of them was conſtantly preſerved among them 


in all ages. In all the ſueceeding monuments of 
1 2 55 their 
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their nation, throughout their whole hiſtory, 
andin their devotional and prophetical writings, 
and in their public ſolemn forms of confeſſion 
and thankſgiving, there was ſtill a conſtant re- 
ference to thoſe facts as of undoubted credit; and 
upon the credit of thoſe facts, thoſe laws were 
-both at firſt received, and continued afterwards 
to be acknowleged and ſubmitted to: for not- 
withſtanding the frequent defections of the 

ple to the idolatrous rites and cuſtoms of the 
neighbouring nations, yet they never totally 
and univerſally apoſtatized from the law of Mo- 
ſes, but {till acknowleged its ſacredneſs and a: 
vine authority *, 

- The author of theſe letters taketh partei 
notice of the fables invented by the Helleniſtic 
Fews, to authorize the Greek verſion of the He- 
brew Scriptures, But I do not ſee how any argu- 
ment can be fairly drawn from theſe fables to the 
prejudice of the Sacred Books themſelves, which 
were thus tranſlated, or to deſtroy their autho- 
rity or credibility. - The ſtrong perſuaſion they 
had of the divine authority of the original Scri- 
ptures, might make the Jews at Alexandria 
more ready to entertain ſtories in favour of the 
tranſlation or theſe Scriptures | into Greek, from 


That the law of Maſes, with the facts there recorded, may be 
traced, from the time in which that law was given, and the facts 
done, through all the ſucceeding ages of the 7eu/ nation; and that 
we have all the evidence of their having been tranſmitted without 

any material corruption or alteration, that can be reaſonably de- 
fired ; I have elſewhere more fully ſhewn in the oye to Chriſti- 
anily as old as the creation, Vol. II. chap. 4. 


7 Vol. I, p · 855 86. 
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which they found great benefit; this being the 
language they beſt underſtood, and which was 


then become of be eneral uſe. But thoſe ſtories 
* 


were not generally received by the Feuiſb nation, 
though they all univerſally agreed in acknow- 
leging the authority of the originals; nor were 
they ever inſerted in the ſacred writings, or in 
any books, the authority of which was generally 
received among them. 

The firſt thing that gave riſe to thoſe ſtories 


Was, the hiſtory of Ariſtaas; which ſeems to 
have been contrived on purpoſe to do honour 


to that verfion, and gives a pompous account of 
it. And yet even in that hiſtory | there is nothing 
faid of thoſe miraculous circumſtances, which 
were afterwards invented to ſhew, that thoſe i in- 
terpreters were under an extraordinary divine 
guidance. On the contrary, that book, though 


tit be the foundation of all that is ſaid concerning 


the Septuagint, may be proved to be plainly incon- 
ſiſtent with thoſe ſubſeqnuet fables and fiQtions ; 
and is ſufficient to detect the falſity of them. 
There is therefore no parallel at all between theſe 
Helleniſtical fables, and the ſacred Hebrew records; 
except it could be proved, that one part of thoſe 


antient records is inconſiſtent with other ſubſe- 


quent parts of them, and furniſheth manifeſt 
proofs af their falſhood : which neither bis lord- 


mip, nor any other, has been able toſhew. 


Another argument, on which he ſeems to lay 


a mighty ſtreſs, in order to ſet aſide the autho- 


rity of the Scripture, is drawn from the acci- 
dents that have happened to the facred text. 
| 2 He 
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He will not allow the anſwer made by Abbadie 
and others, that © ſuch accidents could not 

4 have been prevented without a perpetual 

& ſtanding miracle, and that a perpetual ſtand- 
ing miracle is not in the order of Providence.“ 
On the contrary, it ſeems evident to him, that 

if the Scriptures had been originally given by di- 
vine inſpiration, - © either ſuch accidents 

* would not have happened, or the Scriptures 

would have been preſerved intirely in their 
genuine purity, notwithſtanding theſe acci- 
* dents.” —— He thinks the proof of this 
s 1s obvious and eaſy, according to our cleareſt 

c and moſt diſtinct ideas of wiſdom, and moral 

« fitneſs *,” But, beſides that the preſent 

queſtion, as he has managed it, relating to the 
ſacred hiſtory, is not about the divine infpiration 

of it; but whether it be a true and faithful hi- 
ſtory, an honeſt and credible relation of facts, 
which he abſolutely denies; I ſee no conſequence 
at all in his way of reaſoning, even if the que- 
ſtion were, whether thoſe ſacred books were 
originally written by perſons divinely inſpired, 

For all that could be reaſonably concluded, 

ſuppoſing any books to have been originally 

given by divine inſpiration, is, that Providence 
would take care, that thoſe books ſhould be 

(tranſmitted with a ſufficient degree of certainty 

and integrity,- to anſwer the end for which 

they were originally intended. But it was no- 
way neceſſary to this purpoſe, that all the tran- 
ſeribers that ſhould ever copy thoſe writings in 

VL ® vol I. 5. 95. 
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any age or nation, ſhould be under an infalli- 
ble guidance, ſo as to be kept by an extraordi- 


nary interpoſition from ever committing any 
miſtake or blunder, or being guilty of any flips 


or negligences ; or that all thoſe that have ever 
reviſed and compared thoſe copies, ſhould, in 
every inſtance, be infallibly guided in their 
judgments concerning them. This is evidently 
abſurd. It would be a multiplying miracles 


without neceſſity ; and would therefore be un- 


. worthy of the divine wiſdom, and not very con- 
ſiſtent with the methods of God's moral go- 
vernment of men, conſidered as reaſonable 


creatures, free agents. For, will any man, in 


good earneſt, undertake to prove, that, ſuppoſe- 
ing an excellent revelation given of doctrines, 
laws, &c. together with authentic accounts of 
extraordinary facts, tending to confirm and eſta- 
bliſh the divine authority of thoſe doctrines and 
laws, this revelation could not be of any 


uſe, nor could thoſe accounts of facts be at all 


fit to be depended on, if there were any variations, 
omiſſions, tranſpoſitions, or miſtakes, in any copies 


that ſhouldbe taken of them in any age? If, not- 
withſtanding thoſe variations, the copies ſhould. 


ſtill fo far agree, that from thence a ſufficient no- 


tion might be formed of the doctrines and laws 
contained in that original revelation, and of the 


truthof the facts whereby it was atteſted and con- 


firmed, this would be ſufficient to anſwer the end 


which we might ſuppoſe the divine wiſdom to 
have had in view in giving ſuch a revelation. 


And this is actually the caſe with regard-to the 


holy 
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holy Scriptures. Whatever additions, interpo- . 
lations, or tranſpſitions, may be ſuppoſed to 
have crept into any of the copies, yet all the 
main laws and facts are ſtill preſerved. Of this 
| we have a remarkable proof, by comparing the 

Hebrew and Samaritan codes of the Pentateuch. 
There are differences between them: but the 
laws, the precepts, the hiſtory, the important 
facts, whereby the law was atteſted, are the ſame 
in both. And, in general, it may be juſtly af- 
firmed, that notwithſtanding all the differences 
in the copies, about which ſuch a clamour hath 
been raiſed, yet there is a ſufficient agreement 
among . to latisfy us, that ſuch and ſuch 
laws were originally given, ſuch prophecies were 
delivered; and that ſuch facts were done. And 
the variations among the copies in ſmaller mat- 
ters, the miſtakes that have crept into the genea- 
logies, numbers, dates, catalogues of names, ages 
of ſome of the patriarchs, and the like (and it is 
in theſe things that the differences principally lie), 
do really confirm their harmony in the main; 
and there fore are far from deſtroying the autho- 
| Tity of the Sacred Writings, or the credibility of 
the Scripture-hiſtory. 

The e Capellus, who had throughly 
conſidered this matter, and who, it is well known, 
allowed himſelf great liberties in judging con- 
| Cerning the variations in the copies of the He- 
| brew Scriptures, juſtly obſerveth, in his defence 
of his Critica Sacra, that all theſe variations are 

of little or no moment as to faith or manners; 
| 10 that in that reſpect it is indifferent which read- 
F . ing 


68 Reflections on the Late 
ing we follow : Sane omnes ie varietates, uti 
ſepius in Critica Sacra repeto, nullius aut 
pen nullius ſunt quoad fidem et mores momenti, 
ut eo reſpettu perinde fit hanc an illam ſequaris le- 
Cionem. And I believe there are few com- 
petent and impartial judges of theſe things, but 
will be ready to own, with Mr. Le Clerc, the 
freedom of whoſe judgment in ſuch matters 
muſt be acknowleged, that, through the good 
providence of God, no books, from the ear- 
lieſt antiquity, have come to us equally correct 
with the Sacred Books of the Hebrews, particu- 
larly the Maſoretical copies. Nullos libros ex 
ultima antiquitate ad nos Dei beneficio perveniſſe 
egueemendatos ac ſacros Hebræorum codices, et 
quidem Maſoreticos, See his Diſſertatio de 
Lingua Hebræa, prefixed to his Commentary on 
the Pentateuch, | 
What our author himſelf maketh a ſhew of 


granting is very true, that—— © amidſt all the 
échanges and chances to which the books, in 


« which they are recorded, have been expoſed, 


* neither original writer, nor later compilers, 
“ have been ſuffered to make any eſſential al- 
& terations, ſuch as would have falſified the 
© lawof God, and the principles of the Feww:/h 
“ and Chriſtian religion, in any of thoſe divine 
fundamental points *.”— And indeed the pre- 
_ cepts, the doctrines of religion inculcated in the 
Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, are ſo frequent- 
ly repeated, and the principal facts there related 
are 10 often referred to, in different parts of 
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thoſe Sacred Volumes, as to be abundantly ſuf- 
ficient to anſwer the deſign for which they were 
originally intended; v7z. to inſtruct men in the 
knowlege, adoration, and obedience of the one 
true God, and to engage them to the practice of 


righteouſneſs, and to + aph the way fora more 


rfe& diſpenſation, which was to be introduced 
in the fulneſs of time, by THAT Divine PERSON, 
whoſe coming, character, offices, ſufferings, glory, 
and kingdom, were there prefigured and foretold. 
Accordingly our Saviounx ſpeaketh of the wri- 


tings of Myſes and the Prophets, as of ſignal uſe to 


inſtruct and direct men in the knowlege and 
practice of religion, Luke xvi. 29, 30, 31. And 
though it be not true, which our author aſſerteth, 
that the Feuiſſ Scriptures had no authority but 
what they derived from Chriſtianity (for they 


had an authority founded upon, ſufficient creden- 
tials before Chriſtianity was eſtabliſhed); yet their 
being acknowleged as divine, by Chriſt and his 


Apoltles, giveth them a farther confirmation : 
For when a ſubſequent revelation, which is 
itſelf founded on convincing proofs and evidences, 
giveth teſtimony to a prior revelation, and refer- 
reth to it as of divine authority, when both to- 


gether concur to form one ſyſtem of religion, 


and to exhibit the hiſtory of God's various diſ- 
penſations towards his church, the former being 
ſubſervient and preparatory to the latter, and the 
latter giving farther light, and a fuller comple- 


tion, to the former; this confirmeth the autho- 


rity of both, and ſheweth one great uniform de- 
ws e 
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ſign and plan carried on by the divine wiſdom 
and goodneſs from the beginning, 
It is no juſt objection againſt the authority of 
the Sacred Books of the Old Teſtament, though 


the writer of theſe Letters ſeems to think it ſo, 
that though Jeus and Chriſtians hold the 


* ſame books in great veneration, yet each con- 


* demns the other for not underſtanding, or for 
te abuſing them *.“ This is to be underſtood, 
not of the Sacred Hiſtory, which yet he would 
be thought to have particularly in view; for, as 
to this, the Fews and Chriſtians are generally 


agreed; but of ſome paſſages in the prophetical | 


writings, 'in the interpretation of which they 
differ. And, with reſpect to theſe, it may be 
obſerved, that if the Jeus, at the time of our 
Saviour's appearing, had univerſally interpreted 
the prophetical writings as the Chriſtians do, 
and applied them to Jeſus Chriſt; and had ac- 
cordingly turned Chriſtians, and embraced Jeſus 


as the Mess:an promiſed to their fathers ; ni 


would undoubtedly have been alleged, that 
they forged or corrupted the prophecies in favour 
of the Chriſtian ſyſtem; whereas now there 
is no room for this pretence. Their vouching 
and acknowleging thoſe writings, as of divine 
authority, notwithſtanding the difficulty they 
have been put to, in anſwering the arguments 
brought from chence againſt their own favourite 
notions and prejudices, giveth their teſtimony 
to the prophetical books gest force. 


L Vol. I. p. 92. 
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There is another remarkable paſſage in his 
third Letter, which it is proper to take ſome no- 
tice of. He obſerves *, that * the Jews 
6 and Chriſtians differ among themſelves, and 
© from one another, concerning almoſt every 
point that is neceſſary to be known, and agreed 


. © upon, in order to eſtabliſn the authority of 


* books which both have received as authentic 


ec and ſacred. Who were the authors of theſe 


& Scriptures, when they were publiſhed, how 
© they wee compoſed, and preſerved, or renew- 
ted; in fine, how they were loſt during the 
c captivity, and how they were retrieved after 
“it; are all matters of controverſy to this day.“ 
— That the SacRED Books were not /o/# in 


the captivity, and that conſequently they were 


not retrieved after it by immediate inſpiration, 
hath been clearly ſhewn. A fiction which ſeems 
to have had its riſe from the apocryphal ſecond 


book of E/dras, the authority of which never 


was acknowleged either in the 7ewiſb or Chri- 
ſtian Church. There are indeed differences, 


both among Jets and Chriſtians, concerning ſe- 


veral points relating to thoſe Sacred Books 5 but 
theſe differences ate, for the moſt part, About 


things that do not properly concern the divine 


authority or credibility of thoſe writings. There 
is a general agreement among them, that the 
prophetical books were written by perſons di- 


_ vinely inſpired; and that the PENTATEUCH was 
written by Moses, the greateſt of all the pro- 


* Ibid. p. 100, 101. g | 
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phets; and that the hiſtorical writings were ei- 
ther the very original authentic records, or faith- 
fully compiled out of them; and were received 
and acknowleged by the whole nation, as con- 
taining true and juſt accounts of facts. And 
whereas he urgeth, that it is matter of contro- 
verſy, who were the authors of thoſe Scriptures, 
or when they were compoſed or publiſhed ; it is 
certain, that, with reſpect to the much greater 
part of the Sacred Books, both Fews and Chri- 
ſtians are generally agreed who were the authors 
of them, | 1 VVV 
Ibis is true concerning all the writings of 
the Prophets, the books of Solomon, moſt of 
the P/a/ms, the five books of Moſes, which have 
been conſtantly received by the Jeuiſb and 
Chriſtian church, in all ages, as written by Mo/es ; 
though a few in theſe latter times have at- 
tempted to conteſt it. The books of Ezra, 
Nehemiah, and Daniel, Rem plainly to ſhew 
their authors. And concerning all theſe, there, 
has been a general agreement. The books 
therefore, concerning the authors of which there 
is properly any ground of controverſy, are the 
hifto ical books of Foſhua, Fudges, Samuel, 
Kings, and Chronicles, As to the firſt of theſe, 
vis.” the book of Joſbua, the antient Fews in 
general, and the greater part of Chriſtian wri- 
ters, with good reaſon look upon it to have been 
written by Joſbua himſelf; though there are 
ſome particular paſſages in it that were inſerted. 
afterwards, by way of illuſtration, It is princi- 


1 pally 
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_ pally concerning the ive of Judges, Samuel, 
Kings, and Chronicles, that there is any coloura- 
ble pretence for ſaying with our author, that 
they were — “ abridgments of old records 
* made in later times . — Some of them 
ſeem plainly to have been compiled after the re- 
turn from the Babyloniſh captivity, probably by 
Ezra, from antient authentic records, which are 
frequently quoted and referred to in them as 
books of acknowleged credit and authority; ſo 
that there is little room to doubt of the truth 
and certainty of the accounts there given. For 
that they were faithfully extracted from thoſe 
original records, to which they refer for a larger 
account of the things there related, there is the 
higheſt reaſon to believe. And it was wiſely 
ordered, that theſe ſhorter accounts ſhould be 
inſerted in the ſacred canon, when it was to be 
brought, as it were, into one volume for the laſt- 
ing inſtru&ion and editication of the church. 
For as the ſacred hiſtory was intended not merely 
to gratify curioſity, but to promote the purpoſes 
of religion, piety, and virtue, and to keep up 
the remembrance of the remarkable actings of 
Divine Providence towards them, both in a way 
of mercy and judgment according to their be- 
haviour, it was proper that it ſhould be brought 
into as narrow a compaſs as was conſiſtent with 
that deſign. This would make it more generally 
known, and eafily remembred ; whereas larger 
and more particular accounts might have been 


2 Vol. I. p. 96. 
to 


24 Reflections on the Late 
too voluminous for a book deſigned for univer- 
ſal uſe. SIE 25 m—_ T | 
The only thing that yet remaineth to be con- 
ſidered with regard to the Sacred Books of the 
Old Teſtament 1s what he faith concerning the 
curſe pronounced upon Canaan by Noah ; of 
Which we have an account, Gen. ix. 24, 25, 
26, 27. This he ſeems to have fixed upon as 
one of the propereſt inſtances he could find to 
expoſe the authority of the Scripture. He 
treateth it as an invention of the writer to juſtify 
the Mraelites in their invaſion of the Canaanites; 
and repreſenteth this curſe as contradiQting all 
our notions of order and juſtice ; becauſe it 
niſheth Canaan, who was innocent, for the 
fault of Ham .“ One is tempted to think, 
« ſays he, that the patriarch was ſtill drunk; 
* and that no man in his ſenſes could hold ſuch 
language, or paſs ſuch a ſentence, Certain 
„it is, that no writer but a 7e could impute 
* to the œconomy of Providence the accom- 
ce pliſhment of ſuch a prediction, nor make the 
Supreme Being the executor of ſuch a curſe.” | 
That Moſes might have in view, in recordin 
this prophecy, to raiſe the ſpirits of the Maelites, 
who were entering on a war with the Canaanites, 
is not unlikely. But this doth not prove, that he 
forged it. If it had been a fiction purely con- 
trived to bring an odium upon Canaan, and his 
poſterity, the ſtory would have been otherwiſe 
tormed than it is, It would not have been-pre- 
tended, that Ham, but that Canaan, had been 
1 * Vol. I. P. 110. 111, 412. | 
+: guilty 
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guilty of the impiety and irreverence offered 
towards Noab the tecond father of mankind, and 
repairer of the world, and who was had in 
great veneration. But Moſes gave the account 
as he had received it, Why Noah paſſed Ham 
by without cenſure, and mentioned only Canaan, 
we are not told: there might be reaſons for it 


that we do not know. Or perhaps, Noah ſaid - 


ſomething mare concerning Ham, and his po- 
ſſlerity: but Mz/es takes notice only of what is 
ſaid concerning Canaan. Nor is the malediftion 
pronounced upon Canaan declared to be on ac- 
count of what Ham had done, It is indeed re- 


lated immediately after it ; but it doth not follow 


that this was the proper cauſe of that curſe : 
all that followeth from it is, that upon that oc- 
caſion, and at that time, Noah pronounced a 


remarkable prediction importing favours and 


bleſſings upon Shem and Japbet, and their de- 
ſcendents; and that the deſcendents of Canaan, 
one of Ham's ſons, ſhould be in a low and ſervile 
condition, ſubjected both to thoſe of Shem and 
Fapbet. It was not in a paſſion, or drunken fit, 
that Noah pronounced this, as his lordſhip ſeems 
willing to repreſent it; but God was pleaſed on 
that occaſion to enlighten Noeb with ſome view 
of the fates of his poſterity, That part of the 

rediction that relates to Sem and Fapher, ſeems 
to be of a noble extent, and looks a great way 
forward, as many have obſerved, concerning 
which I ſhall not now inquire. And as to that 
part of the prophecy which relates to Canaan, 
it is recorded by Moſes, that when it came to be 
„ accompliſhed 
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76 Reflections on the Late 
accompliſhed in Canaan's poſterity, the hand of 
Providence in it might be the more diſtinctly 
obſerved. The Canaanites were not accurſed of 
God, becauſe Noah in his paſſion pronounced a 
curſe upon them; but Noah, endued with a pro- 
phetical ſpirit, was enabled to foretel and pro- 
nounce the curſe and puniſhment that ſhould 
- afterwards in a courſe of ages befal them for 
their wickedneſs. For that the true and proper 
ground of the puniſhment inflicted upon the 
Canaanites was their own execrable wickedneſs, 
is evident from many expreſs declarations of 
Scripture. This wickedneſs of theirs God per- 
fectly foreſaw, and determined, on the account 
of it, to inflict exemplary puniſhment upon them: 
nor would he ſuffer the threatening and puniſh- 
ment actually to take place, till their iniquities 
were full, i. e. till their fins were arrived at the 
height; and, when this was the caſe, it tended 
to render the event the more remarkable, that it 


reaſon why there is ſuch particular notice taken 
of Canaan, on occaſion of Ham's impure and 
wicked behaviour, might be the monſtrous and 
unnatural impurities that it was foreſeen the 
Canaanites, i. e. Ham's deſcendents by Canaan, 
would be guilty of; and which are expreſly 
mentioned among the cauſes of their ruin *. 
Having examined what the late lord Boling- 
broke hath urged againft the authority and cre- 
dibility of the Scriptures of the Old Teſtament, 
let us next conſider the attempt he makes againſt 
* Levit. Xviii, 24, 25. 27, 28. 


was foretold ſo long before. And perhaps one 
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plainly appear, that he hath as little veneration 


great ſign of his reſpect for Chriſtianity, that at 


clares “ that the foundation of the Chriſtian 


DivdBilingbedk#'r tatters, Sig. 
the authority of the New, He had indeed, 


whilſt he expreſſed a great contempt of the 
Fewiſh Scriptures, affected to ſpeak with a fa- 
vourable regard to Chriſtianity, But he after- 
wards throws off the diſguiſe, and makes it 


and efteem for the one as for the other. It is no 


the ſame time that he does all he can to deſtroy 
the credit of the Few:/h hiſtory, and to ſhew, 
that it is not at all to be depended upon, he de- 


« ſyſtem 1s laid partly in thoſe hiſtories, and in 
<« the prophecies joined to them, or inſerted in 
cc them *. — But, not content with this general 


inſinuation, he afterwards proceedeth, in his fifth 
Letter, to a more direct attack upon the Chriſtian 


revelation +. He inſiſteth upon it, that the 
facts, upon which the authority of the Chriſtian 
religion is founded, have not been proved as all 
hiſtorical facts, to which credit ſhould be given, 
ought to be proved, He declares to the noble 
lord to whom he writes, that — © this is a 
« matter of great moment ; and that therefore 


« he makes no excule for the zeal which obliges 


« him to dwell a little on it ||.” —— And after 
having endeavoured to ſhew, that there re- 
« mains at this time no ſtandard at all of Chri- 
&« ſtianity ” — either in the text of Scripture, 
or in tradition, he argues, that“ by conſe- 
00 ab either this religion was not originally 


* Vol. I. p. 91, Wa + Ibid. from p. 174. to 185, 
Ibid, P» = 
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« yided effectually for preſerving the genuine 


de purity of it, and the gates of hell have 


& actually prevailed, in contradiction to his 
« promiſe, againſt the church. He muſt be 


« worſe than an Atheiſt that affirms the laſt ; 
* and therefore the beſt effect of this reaſoning 


ic that can be hoped for is, that men ſhould fall 


4 into Theiſm, and ſubſcribe to the firſt, ”—— 
And accordingly he toundly declares, that — 


_ « Chriſtianity may lean on the civil and eccleſi= 


te aſtical power, and be ſupported by the forcible 
e influence of education: but the proper force 
of religion, that force which ſubdues the 
* mind, and awes the conſcience by conyiction, 
« will be wanting . He adds——* Since I 
* haye ſaid fo much on the ſubject in my zeal 
&« for Chriſtianity, I will add this further. The 


* reſurrection of letters was a fatal period: the 
&«: Chriſtian ſyſtem has been attacked, and wound- 


« ed too, very ſeverely ſince that time 1. — 
And again, ſpeaking of thoſe of the clergy'who 
act for ſpiritual, not temporal ends, and are de- 
ſirous, that men ſhould believe and practice the 
doctrines of Chriſtianity, he ſaith, that“ they 
c will feel and own the weight of the con- 
“ fiderations he offers; and will agree, that 
© however the people have been, or may be, 
<« amuſed, yet Chriſtianity has been in decay 


* ever fince the reſurrection of letters ||.''— 


This is an odd proof of his pretended zeal for 


p. 185. 5 
Cbriſtianity, 


* Vol. I, P · 180, 181, 182. T Ibid; p · 182. [ Ibid. 
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Chriſtianity, to inſinuate that all good and honeſt 
divines will agree with him, that Chriftianity 
has been loſing ground ever ſince the revival of 
learning and knowlege ; as if it could not bear 
the light, and only ſubſiſted by darkneſs and 
ignorance, It will help farther to ſhew his 
deſign in this, if we compare it with what he 
| Faith in his fixth Letter + ; where he mentions 
the reſurrection of letters, after the art of print- 
ing had been invented, as one of the principal 
cauſes that contributed to the diminution of the 
| . papal authority and uſurpations, And he ob- 
ſerves, that -— as ſoon as the means of ac- 
« quiring and ſpreading information grew com- 
« mon, it is no wonder that a ſyſtem was un- 
« ravelled, which could not have. been woven 
«© with ſucceſs in any age, but thoſe of groſs 
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“ ignorance, and credulous ſuperſtition.” —— We * 
may ſee by this what a compliment he deſigns 1 
to Chriſtianity, when he repreſents it as having Þ 
received a fatal blow at the reſurrection of 1 
letters, and as having been in decay ever ſince. þ 
He plainly puts it on a level with the papal z 
authority and uſurpation, and ſuppoſes the ſame 3 
of Chriſtianity that he does of popery, that it | 1 
Was a ſyſtem which could only have heen woven 4 
in the ages of ignorance and ſuperſtition, which 
7 owed its reception and prevalency to times of 


darkneſs, and has been decaying ever ſince the 
means of acquiring and ſpreading information 
grew common. | 


it | 
#1 
* 
ut 
2 
4. 
3 Mac 
i A 
5 "7 i 
Bk 
33 
__— 
* 
* 
* 


2 Vol. I. p. 206, 207, = ; 
| E18 


80 Reflections an the Late . 
This may ſuffice to ſhew the reſpect that the 
writer of Theſe Letters bears to Chriſtianity, 


Before I enter on a diſtinct examination of what 
he hath offered, I would obſerve, that he en- 


deavoureth to prepare his way by declaiming, for 


ſeveral pages together, againſt the prieſts, divines, 
and eccleſiaſtical hiſtorians, on the account of 
that ſpirit of lying that hath prevailed amon 
them in all ages *. But he himſelf well ob- 
ſerves and proves, in oppoſition to an hiſtorical 
Pyrrhoniſm, that though there have been abun- 
dance of lyes. and falſe hiſtory put upon the 
world, this ought not to diminifh-the credit of 
the true. And therefore the frauds and falſhoods 
of many that have profeſſed a zeal for Chriſti- 
anity, ought to be no prejudice againſt the au- 
thority of the New Teſtament, or the credi- 
bility 2 the facts on which it is ſupported, pro- 
vided it can be ſhewn, that theſe facts come to 
us with a ſufficient degree of evidence to make 
it reaſonable for us to receive them as true. 

If, as he aſſerts - numberleſs fables have 
15 been invented to ſupport Judaiſm and Chri- 
ſtianity; and for this purpoſe falſe hiſtory as 
«© Well as falſe miracles have been employed; 
it is certain, that no perſons have taken greater 
pains, or been more ſucceſsful in their attempts 
to detect and ex poſe ſuch frauds, and falſe hiſtory, 
than Chriſtian divines and critics; many of whom 
have exerciſed themſelves. this. way with great 
judgment and impartiality, as being ſenſible, that 
Chriſtianity needeth no ſuch 9 z and chat 


Vol. I. p. 123. et ſeq, 
4 uch 


* 
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ſuch frauds diſhonour the cauſe they are intended 
to ſerve. If we examine the New Teſtament, 


we ſhall find no encouragement there given to 
ſuch methods. A remarkable fimplicity, and im- 


partial. regard to truth, every-where appear. 


And to lye for the glory of God, or to do evil 


that good may come of it, is there moſt expreſly 


condemned. It was when men began to fall 


from thg true original ſpirit of Chriſtianity, and, 
| not content with the ſimplicity of religion as 
{ Chriſt and his Apoſtles left it, attempted to bring 
in innovations, additions, alterations in the 
Chriſtian doctrine and worſhip, it was then that 
fraud and impoſture, or a fooliſh credulity, 
began to prevail, and grew more and more, the 
farther they removed from the firſt and pureſt 
ages. And it is capable of a clear proof, that it 
was principally in favour of thoſe corrupt ad- 
ditions, and abuſes of Chriſtianity, that falſe 
hiſtory and falſe miracles have been artfully con- 


trived, and zealouſly propagated. And why 


ſhould it be turned to the diſadvantage of the 
goſpel hiſtory or miracles, that hiſtory has been 
# corrupted and falſified in favour of doctrines or 
practices, e. g. the invocation of ſaints, the 
= worſhip of images, relics, &c. which Chriſtianity 
has not countenanced or authorized ? To which 
it may be added, that it is plainly foretold in the 


New Teſtament, that there ſhould be a great 


APOSTASY from the purity of religion, and that 
the corruption ſhould be introduced, and carried 
on, by ſigns, and lying wonders. And if this 
bath actually been the caſe, inſtead of furniſhing 

. an a proper 
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a proper objection againſt true original Chriſti- 
anity, it affordeth a maniteſt proof of the per- 
fe toreknowlege of its divine Author. 

He ſeems to lay a great ſtreſs upon it, that 
«the church has had this advantage over her 
© adverſarics——that the works of thoſe who 
ee have written againſt her have been deſtroyed ; 
% and whatever ſhe advanced to juſtify herſelf, 


e and to defame her adverſaries, is preſerved in 


«her annals, and the writings of her doctors *. 
LL ATE he takes particular notice of Gregory 


the Great's proclaiming war to all heathen 
* learning, in order to promote Chriſtian verity I. 


But it is certain, that the humour of deſtroying 
the heathen writings never generally obtained in 
the Chriſtian church. On the contrary, it was 


principally owing to Chriſtians, that ſo many of 


thoſe writings have been tranſinitted to us. The 
Mahometans, and ſome of the barbarous nations, 


| Ueſtroyed libraries, and monuments of learn- 


ing, where-ever they came. But it is a matter of 
fact not to be conteſted, that great numbers of 
heathen writings and monuments have been pre- 
ſerved ; by Chriſtians they have been preſerved ; 

and from thence the learned have been able to 
give an ample account of their religion, rites, 
Jaws, and hiftory. And this is ſo far from being 
a diſadvantage to Chriſtianity, that great uſe hath \Þ 


been made of the heathen learning to ſerve and 


romote the Chriſtian cauſe. The emperor 


JorLiAN was ſo ſenſible of this, that he formed 


à deſign of modelling the ſchools fo, that the 
V * Vol. I. p. 127, 128. 1 Ibid. p. 137, 
= . Chriſtians 
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to the main point. But in his 
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Tord Bolingbroke's Letters. 83 
Chriſtians ſhould not be acquainted with the 
heathen writers. As to the books that have been 


written againſt Chriſtianity *, it is poſſible that 
the ill-judged zeal of ſome Chriſtians may have 


occaſioned the loſs of ſome of them: but I am 
apt to think it was owing, in moſt inſtances, to 


the ſame cauſes and accidents, to which we muſt 


attribute the loſs of ſo many antient monuments, 
and admired writings, not only of the heathens, 


but of eminent fathers, and antient writers of 
the Chriſtian church. Many celebrated apologies 


for Chriſtianity, and books in defence of religion, 
have been loſt; when, on the contrary, the 
works even of Lucretius, a ſyſtem of Epicuriſin, 


the life of Apollonius Tyaneus, and others-of the 


like fort, have come down to our times. 
Theſe inſinuations do not properly come up 
tf Letter, under 
pretence of giving advice to divines, and ſhew- 


ing, that it is incumbent upon them to apply 
_ themſelves to the ſtudy of hiſtory, he ſets him- 


* The heathen writings againſt Chriſtianity ſeem not to 


have been much eſteemed among the pagans themſelves ;- and 


this may be one reaſon why they were not very carefully 


| Preſerved. There is a remarkable paſſage of Chryſoſtom, to 
this purpoſe, who in a diſcourſe addreſſed to the heathens 
obſerves, That the philoſophers, and famous rhetoricians, who 
wrote againſt Chriſtianity, had only rendered themſelves ri- 


diculous : that they had not been able to perſuade any one 
among ſo many people, either wiſe or ſimple, man or woman: 
that the books written by them were had in fuch contempt, 


that they diſappeared almoſt as ſoon as they were publiſhed 3 - 
and that if any of them were preſerved, it was among 


Chriſtians that one might find them. Chry/, Tem. II. p. 539 
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| ſelf more directly to attack the authority of the b 
Chriſtian religion, and to ſubvert, as far as in him 


lieth, the foundations on which the proof of its 
divine original depends. And the courſe of his 
reaſoning is plainly this : that Chriſtianity is 
wholly founded upon facts; and that thoſe facts 
do not come to us with a ſufficient degree of 
evidence to be relied on : they have not been 
proved as matters of fact ought to be proved. 


Ile declares, that—* it has been long matter 
* of aſtoniſhment to him, that Chriſtian divines, 
* thoſe of them that can be called fo without a 


ce ſneer, could take fo much filly pains to 
. « eſtabliſh myſtcry on metaphyſics, revelation 

e on philoſophy, and matters of fact on abſtract 
« reaſoning. A religion founded on the authority 
* of a divine miſſion, confirmed by prophecies 
cc and miracles, appeals to facts: and the facts 
e muſt be proved, as all other facts that paſs 
for authentic, are proved. If they are thus 
« proved, the religion will prevail without the 
aſſiſtance of ſo much profound reaſoning : if 
they are not thus proved, the authority of it 
„ will fink in the world, even with this aſſiſt- 
« ance *. — He therefore blames the divines 
for uſing improper proofs in their diſputes 
with Theiſts. He aſks — © What do they 
© mean to din improper proofs in ears that are 
“ open to proper proofs? — Thus it is that he 
characterizes the Deiſts; and afterwards he de- 
ſcribes them as per ſons— of minds candid, 


*© but not implicit; williog to be informed, but 


* Vol. I. p. 175. 5 . 
* curiou 
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_ © curious to examine *. But how different is the 


account he giveth even of the moſt learned 


_ Chriſtians! He affirms, that — “ they have not 
been hitherto impartial enough, or ſagacious 
e enough, to take an accurate examination of 
&« the Jewiſh and Chriſtian ſyſtem, or have not 
been honeſt enough to communicate it ||.” — 
This is a very ſevere and confident cenſure. 
There have been many perſons, not only among 


divines, but among the laity, of diſtinguiſhed 


eminence for probity and virtue, as well as for 


learning and judgment, and who, to ſpeak mo- 
deftly, were in theſe reſpects no way inferior to 
the late Lord Bolingbroke, that have profeſſed 

to examine, with all the attention they were ca- 
pable of, and with an earneſt deſire of knowing 
the truth, the evidences of the Jewiſh and 


Chriſtian ſyſtem : but becauſe, as the reſult of 


their inquiries, they were confirmed in the be- 
lief of the divine original of the Jewiſh and 
Chriſtian revelation, therefore, in his judgment, 
not one of them was honeſt or ſagacious enough 


to make an accurate examination: and I appre- 


hend they have no other way of obtaining the 
character of ſagacity or impartiality from writers 
of this caſt, but by renouncing Chriſtianity. If 
they do this, they ſhall be allowed to be ſaga- 
cious and impartial inquirers ; but otherwiſe, 
they muſt be content to have their judgment or 
honeſty call'd in queſtion. But if we may judge, 
by the writings of the Deiſts that have hitherto 
appeared, not excepting thoſe of his lordſhip, 


Vol. I. p. 179. | Ibid. p. 181. | 
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$6 Reflections on the Late 

they have not given very favourable indications, 
either of an uncommon ſagacity, or of a candid 
and impartial inquiry. 

He tells the noble lord to whom he writes, — 
ce You will find reaſon perhaps to think as I do, 
* that it is high time the clergy in all Chriſtian 


* communions ſhould. join their forces, and 


« eſtabliſh thoſe hiſtorical facts, which are the 
foundations of the whole ſyſtem, on clear 
and unqueſtionable hiſtorical authority, ſuch 

as they require in all cafes of moment from 
« others, and reject candidly what cannot be thus 

« eſtabliſhed *.”— 

_ * Chriſtian divines hes hive frequently. done what ; 
his lordſhip blames them for not doing. The 
facts on which the Chriſtian ſyſtem is founded, 
relate principally to what is recorded in the 
vritings of the New Teſtament concerning the 
holy life, and excellent character, of our bleſſed 
Saviour, his admirable diſcourſes, the many il- 
luſtrious miracles he performed during the courſe 

of his perſonal miniſtry in proof of his divine 


miſſion, his reſurrection from the dead, and 


conſequent exaltation, the extraordinary effufien of 
the Holy Ghoſt upon his diſciples, and the mira- 
culous atteſtations that were given to his Apoſtles, 
and the firſt publiſhers of the Chriſtian revela- 
tion. The queſtion is, what reaſon have we to 
think that thoſe facts were really done? His 
lordſhip requires, that theſe facts ſhould be 
proved, as all other facts that paſs for authentic 
are proved ; and that divines ſhould eſtabliſh the 
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Eredit of thoſe facts on clcar and unqueſtionable 
hiſtorical authority, ſuch as they require in all 
caſes of moment from others. The Chriſtian 
divines are willing to 10 0 iſſue on this point. 
The beſt, the propereſt way of proving the truth 
of antient facts is undoubtedly by authentic ac- 
counts publiſhed in the age in which the facts 
were done, and tranſmitted with ſufficient marks 
of credibility to our own times. And ſeveral things 
are to be coniider'd, in order to our judging 
whether, and how far, thoſe accounts may be 
depended on. —— If the facts there related were 
of a public nature, done for the moſt part in 
5 open view, and for which an appeal is made to 
numbers of witneſſes: — if the accounts of thoſe 
facts were given by perſons that were perfectly 
well acquainted with the facts, and who, having 
had full opportunity to know them, were them- 
ſelves abſolutely perſuaded of the truth and reality 
of thoſe facts: -—-- if they appear from their 
whole character to have been perſons of great 
Probity, and undeſigning ſimplicity, and who 
could have no worldly intereſt to ſerve by feign- 
ing or diſguiſing thoſe facts; and if their preju- 
dices had not any tendency to bias them in favour 
of thoſe facts, but the contrary : — if the write- 
ings themſclves have all the characters of genu- 
ine ſimplicity, and an impartial regard to truth, 
that can be reaſonably debred : — and if they 
can be clearly traced from the age in with 
they were written, and the facts were ſaid to be 
done, through the ſucceeding ages, to our own 
times: — and 3 if it is undeniably evident, 
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88 Reflections on the Late 
that there were ſurpriſing effects produced in 
the very age in which the facts were ſaid to be 
done, and which cannot otherwiſe be accounted 
for, than by allowing the truth of thoſe facts, 
and the effects of which continue to this day :— 
where theſe ſeveral circumſtances concur, they lay 
a juſt foundation for receiving the accounts given 
of facts as true. — According to the juſteſt rules 
of criticiſm, ſuch accounts of facts may be de- 
pended on: and many facts are generally received 
and believed, that fall greatly ſhort of this evi- 
dence. 5 . 

Now it is capable of being proved, it has been 
often proved with great clearneſs and ſtrength, 
that all theſe circumſtances concur in relation to 
the important facts on which the Chriſtian ſy- 
ſtem is founded. The facts themſelves were, for 
the moſt part, done in open view, and of which 
there were many . Chriſt's whole per- 
ſonal miniſtry was a very public thing. The 
ſcene of it was not laid in a dark obſcure cor- 
ner, nor was it ca ried on merely in a roms: 
way. His admirable diſcourſes were, for the 
moſt part, deliver'd, and his miracles wrought, 
in places of the moſt public concourſe, before 
great multitudes of people, and even before his 
enemies themſelves, and thoſe who were moſt 
ſtrongly prejudiced againſt him. Many of his 
wonderful works are repreſented as having been 

done at Jeruſalem, at the time of their ſolemn 
. feſtivals, when there was avaſt concourſe of people 
from all parts. The ſame may be ſaid of the 
remarkable ciſcumſtances which attended his 


crucifixion, 


F 
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crucifixion, the earthquake, the ſplitting of the 
rock, the extraordinary preternatural darkneſs that 
cover'd the whole land for the ſpace of three hours, 
Sc. which things happen'd at the time of the 
Jewiſh paſſover, and could not have been impoſed 
upon the people of that age, if they had not been 
, known to be inconteſtably true. And the re- 
lating ſuch things was, in effect, appealing to 
thouſands of witneſſes. And though Jeſus did 
not appear publicly after his reſurrection to all 
the people; yet, beſides that he ſhew'd himſelf 
alive after his paſſion. by many infallible proofs, 
to his Apoſtles and others, who beſt knew him, 
and were therefore moſt capable of judging that 
it was he himſelf, and not another ; and was 
ſeen even by five hundred at once, who all con- 
curr'd in their teſtimony ; beſides this, the ex- 
traordinary effuſion of the Holy Ghoſt upon his 
diſciples on the day of Pentecoſt, which was the 
moſt illuſtrious confirmation of his reſurrection 
and aſcenſion, is repreſented to have been of the 
moſt public nature, in the preſence of vaſt mul. 
titudes then gather'd together at Feruſalem from 
all parts of the world. To which it may be 
added, that many of the miracles that were 
wrought in the name, and by the power, of a 
riſen Jeſus, and which were ſo many additional 
proofs of his reſurrection, were alſo done in 
open view, before great numbers of people. 
The accounts of theſe facts were written and 
publiſhed in the very age in which the facts 
were done, and the laws and doctrines deliver'd 
which are there recorded, and by perſons who 


appear 
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90 Reflections an the Late 
appear to have been perfectly acquainted with 


the things they relate, and fully perſuaded of 
the truth of them. And many of the facts were 


of ſuch a nature, and ſo circumſtanced, that 


they could not be deceived in them, allowin 
them to have had their ſenſes, which I think it 
is but reaſonable to ſuppole. 

The writers, of theſe accounts appear to have 
been perſons of plain. ſenſe, and of great pro- 
bity and ſimplicity, and to have had a fincere 


regard to truth. They write without art, with- 


out paſſion, or any of that heat which enthu- 
ſiaſm is wont to inſpire. They take no pains to 
prepoſſeſs or captivate the reader; but content 
themſelves with a plain ſimple narration of facts, 
without ornament, amplification, or diſguiſe. 
They relate, with a calm ſimplicity, and in a 
manner that hath not the leaſt fign of an over- 

heated imagination, Chriſt's wonderful actions, 
and excellent diſcourſes, without inte zrpoling any 
reflections of their own. With the ſame cool- 
neſs they relate the bitter cenſures, the ſcoffs and 
reproaches, that were caſt upon him by his ad- 
verſaries, and the grievous and ignominious ſuf- 
ferings he endured, without expreſſing their in- 


dignation againſt the authors of them. And it 


is obſervable, that they do not repreſent him, as 


one might be apt to expect they would have | 


done, as triumphing over thoſe ſufferiags with 
an exulting bravery, but rather as manifeſting 

tenderneſs of heart and ſenſibility under 
them, though mixed with a remarkable con- 


It 
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It is a farther proof of that impartial regard 
to truth, which is obſervable in the writers of 
thoſe accounts, that, though ſome of them were 
_ Apoſtles themſelves, and others their ſpecial 
friends and intimates, yet they relate, without 
diſguiſe, things which ſeem to bear hard upon 
their characters. They relate not only the low- 
neſs and meanneſs of their condition and circum- 
ſtances, but their ignorance, their dulneſs of 
apprehenſion, the weakneſs of their faith, the 
power of their prejudices, their vain ambition, 
and contentions among themſelves who ſhould 
be the greateſt, the reproofs they received from 
their Lord, their cowardly forſak ing him in his 
laſt ſufferings, and particularly the ſhameful fall 
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of Peter, one of the chief of them, and his denial 5 

of his Lord and matter, with the aggravating Wh 

circumſtances that attended it. They have not 10 0 
attempted to conceal any of theſe things, which fl 4 

they might eaſily have done, or to excuſe or diſ- 4 

guiſe them; than which nothing could better Wants 

ſhew their impartiality, and love of truth. 11 

It farther ſtrengthens the credit of their rela- 1 

tions, when it is conſider'd, that they had no 4 
temptation to diſguiſe or falſify the great facts We 
recorded in the Goſpels, in order to ſerve any Fig. 
' _ worldly intereſt, or to humour and confirm any & | 
* darling prejudices. On the contrary, it appeareth, "94 
| that they were themſelves brought, by the irre- 945 
fiſtible evidence of the facts they relate, to em- 9 55 
brace a religion, which was not only contrary to VE: 
6 their worldly intereſts, and expoſed them to all 1 
4 manner of reproaches, perſecutions, and ſuffer- 35 
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ings, but which was alſo contrary to their former 


moſt favourite notions, and rooted prejudices. 
For what could be more contrary to the notions 


and prejudices, which then univerſally poſſeſſed 
the minds of the Jews, both of the learned and 
of the vulgar, than the doctrine of a crucified 
Meſſiah, who was to erect a kingdom, not of 
this world, but of a ſpiritual nature, in the be- 
nefits and privileges of which the Gentiles were 
to be joint ſharers with the Jews? And, finally, 


they gave the higheſt proof of their being them 


ſelves perſuaded of the truth of thoſe facts, by 
their perſiſting in their teſtimony with an un- 


ſhaken conſtancy, in oppoſition to all the powers 


and terrors of this world. To this it may be 
added, that the writings themſelves have all the 
characters of genuine purity, ſimplicity, and un- 
corrupted integrity, that any writings can have ; 
nor 1s there any thing in them that gives the 
leaſt ground of ſuſpicion of their having been 
written in any later age, or that ſavours of the 


ſpirit of this world, of ambition, avarice, or 


ſenſuality. And theſe writings have been tranſ- 
mitted to us with an unqueſtionable evidence, 
greater than can be produced for any other 
_ writings in the world. We can clearly trace 
them through all the intermediate ages up to 
that immediately ſucceeding the Apoſtles, and 
have the moſt convincing proof of their having 
been ſtill extant, and till received and acknow- 


leged among Chriſtians. There are great num- 


bers of books, now in our hands, that were 


written and publiſhed in the ſeveral ages en 2 
| | . that 
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Lord Bolingbroke's Letters. 93 
that time and this, in which there are continual 
references to the Goſpels, and other ſacred books 
of the New Teſtament. And by the numerous 
quotations from them, and large portions tran- 
ſcribed out of them in every age, it is incon- 
teſtably manifeſt, that the accounts of the facts, 
diſcourſes, doctrines, Sc. which now appear in 
them, are the ſame that were to be found in 
them in the firſt ages. Innumerable copies of 
them were ſoon ſpread abroad in different na- 
tions: they have been tranſlated into various 
languages: many commentaries have been writ- 
ten upon them by different authors, who have 
inſerted the ſacred text in their writings: they 
have been conſtantly applied to on many occa- 
ſions, by perſons of different ſects, parties, in- 

clivations, and intereſts. Theſe are things which 
no man can be ſo hardy as to deny. And by 


this kind of evidence, the greateſt and the moſt 


convincing which the nature of the thing can 


poſſibly admit of, we are aſſured, that the evan- 


gelical records, which are now in our hands, 
have been tranſmitted fafe to us, and are the 
fame that were originally publiſhed 3 in the apo- 


ſtolical age; and that a general corruption of 


them, or a ſubſtitution of other accounts in- 
ſtead of them, if any had attempted it, would 
have been an impoſſible thing. 

Taking all theſe conſiderations together, it 
appeareth, that never were there any accounts 


of facts that better deſerved to be depended on. 


And what mightily confirmeth the credit of thofe 
Writing, and of the facts there related, 1 is, that 
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94 Reflections on the Late 
it cannot be conteſted, that great numbers, both 
of Jews and heathens, upon the credit of thoſe 
facts, forſaking the religion of their anceſtors, 
were brought to receive the religion of Jeſus in 
the firſt age, when they had the beſt opportunity 
of inquiring into the truth and certainty of thoſe 
facts: and this in oppoſition to their moſt inve- 
2 7 prejudices, and when, by embracing it, 
expoſed themſelves to all manner of evils 
3 The ſpreading of the Chriſtian 
tion. as the caſæe was circumſtanced, fur- 
niſheth a very ſtrong proof of the truth of the 
facts on which it was founded, and cannot 
otherwiſe be accounted for. 
Our author aſſerts, — that, © if the facts can 


e be proved, the Chriſtian religion will prevail, 


* without the aſliſtance of profound reaſoping: 
ee but, if the facts cannot be proved, the autho- 
tc rity of it will fink in the world, even with 
te this aſſiſtance *.”— I think it may be fairly 
argued from this, that if the extraordinary facts 
had not been true, on the evidence of which 
alone Chriſtianity is founded, it muſt have ſunk 
at the very beginning, and could never have been 
eſtabliſhed in the world at all; conſidering the 


nature of this religion, and the difficulties and 


oppoſitions it had to encounter with. It was 
manifeſtly contrary to the prevailing prejudices 
both of Jews and Gentiles : it tended intirely to 
ſubvert the whole ſyſtem of the pagan ſuper- 
ſtition and idolatty, which was wrought into 
their civil conſtitution, and upon which the 
Vol. J. p. 175. 


proſperity 
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proſperity of the Roman empire, and the eſta- 


bliſhment of their ſtate, were thought to de- 
pend. It alſo tended to ſet aſide the peculiar 
polity of the Jews, upon which they fo highly 
valued themſelves, and to ſubvert all the pleaſing 
hopes and expectations of the temporal kingdom 
of the Meſſiah, with which they were ſo infi- 


nitely delighted. It obliged men to receive one 


that had been ignominiouſly condemned and 
crucified, as their Redeemer and their Lord, the 
Son of God, and Saviour of the world. It pro- 
poſed no temporal advantages to its votaries, to 
bribe men to embrace it; gave no indulgence to 
their corrupt luſts, nor had any thing in it to 
ſooth and gratify their vicious appetites and in- 


clinations. At the ſame time it had all the 


powers of the world engaged againſt it: yet it 
ſoon triumphed over all oppoſition, tho' propa- 
gated by the ſeemingly meaneſt inſtruments; and 
made an aſtoniſhing progreſs through a great 
part of the Koman empire, then the moſt _—_ 
ing and civilized part of the earth. This is 
ſtrong additional confirmation of the truth of 
thoſe accounts which are contained in the Goſpel 
records; fince there. could not be, as the caſe 
was circumſtanced, any poſſible inducement to 
Jews or Gentiles to embrace Chriſtianity, but a 
thorough conviction of its divine original, and 
of the truth of thoſe extraordinary facls by which 
it was atteſted. 

And if the firſt propagators of this religion 
had offer d no other proof but their own words 
in ſupport of it, and in confirmation of the di- 
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vine rn of a crucified Jeſus, it cannot, 
with any conſiſtency, be ſuppoſed, that a ſcheme 


of religion, ſo deſtitute of all worldly advantages, 


and ſo oppoſite to mens prejudices, as well as 
vices, and which ſubjected thoſe that made pro- 


feſñon of it to ſuch bitter reproaches and perſe- 


cutions, could poſſibly have prevail d in the 
world. 


If, at the time when Chriſtianity made its n 
appearance in the world, it had been embraced 


by the Roman emperor, as it afterwards was by 


Conſtantine the Great, if it had been counte- 
nanced by the higher powers, there might have 
been ſome pretence for aſcribing the progreſs it 
made to the encouragement it met with from 


the great and powerful. The author of theſe Let- 


ters, ſpeaking of the miracles ſaid to be wrought 
at the tomb of the Abbe Paris, obſerves, 
« That, if the firſt miniſter had been a Janſeniſt, 
« all France had kept his feſtival, and thoſe 
Kc filly impoſtures would have been tranſmitted, 
« in all the ſolemn pomp of hiſtory, from the 


« knaves of this age to the fools of the next +.”— 
But this very inſtance, in which the Deiſts have 


triumphed ſo much, may be turned againſt them, 


fince it affordeth a plain proof, how difficult it 


is to maintain the credit of miraculous facts, 


when they are diſcountenanced by the civil 
power. The miracles ſuppoſed to be wrought 

at the tomb of the Abbe Paris were ſoon quaſh'd, 
and a full ſtop put to the courſe of the miracu- - 


lous operations, notwithſtanding there was a nu- 


T Vol. I, P. 125; 126. 
merous, 
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merous, a powerful, and artful body of men 
engaged in reputation and intereſt to ſupport the 


credit of them. It may therefore be juſtly con- 
cluded, that if the extraordinary facts, on which 


Chriſtianity was founded, had been falſe, the 


credit of them, muſt ſoon have ſunk, and that 
religion with it, when all the reigning powers 
of the world, Jewiſh and Heathen, joined their 
force and influence to ſuppreſs it“. 

In what hath been ſaid ahh: to ſhew the 
credit that is due to the accounts given of the 
facts by which Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, it is 
fuppoſed, that theſe accounts were written by 
Chriſt's own diſciples, or their moſt intimate 
companions, and in the firſt age, the age in 
which the facts were done, 7. e. by perſons per- 


fectly well acquainted with thoſe facts. But this 


is what our author ſeems unwilling to allow. 
In his fifth Letter, after having obſerv d, that — 
« falſe hiſtory has been employed to propa- 
gate Chriſtianity formerly, and that the ſame 
*© abuſe of hiſtory is ſtill continued — he in- 
ſtances in Mr. Abbadic's ſaying, that . the Go- 
“ ſpel of St. Matthero is cited by Clemens biſhop 
e -of Rome, a diſciple of the Apoſtles; that Bar- 
t nabas cites it in his Epiſtle; that Ignatius and 
% Polycarp receive it; and that the ſame fathers 
« oive teſtimony for St. Mark''— He adds, that 
the biſhop of London, in his third Paſtoral 
Ba « Loties, 23 to the ſame effect. And 


* The difficulties Chriſtianit had to encounter with, are 


= elegantly repreſented by Mr. / t, in his ad mirable treatile | 


on the Reſurrection. 
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then he proceeds —- 1 preſume the fact ad- 
„ vanced by the miniſter, and the biſhop, is a 
ee miſtake. If the fathers of the firſt century do 
e mention ſome paſlages that are agreeable to 
dc what we read in our Evangeliſts, will it fol- 
de low, that theſe fathers had the ſame Goſpels 
before them? To ſay fo, is a manifeſt abuſe 
* of hiſtory, and quite inexcuſable in writers 
that knew, or might have known, that theſe 
ce fathers made uſe of other Goſpels, wherein 
-* ſuch paſſages might be contained, or they 
„ might be preſerved in unwritten tradition. 
ce Beſides which, I would almoſt venture to af- 


= 


"< firm, that the fathers: of the firſt century do 
„ not expreſly name the Goſpels we have of 
e Matthew, Mark, Luke, and Jobn *.” — His 
deſign is plainly to ſignify, that there is no 
proof, that the Goſpels, the books of the Evan- 
geliſts which we now have in our hands, were 
written in the firſt age of Chriſtianity. 

As this is a matter of importance, I ſhall offer 
ſome obſervations upon it. 

And, firſt, It is to be obſerved, that though but 
'few of the writings of the fathers of the firſt 
century are come down to us, and thoſe gene- 
rally very ſhort ; yet it cannot be denied, that in 
all theſe writings the facts recorded in the 
Goſpels, eſpecially relating to our Lord's paſſion 
and reſurrection, and the ſcheme of religion 
there taught, are all along ſuppoſed, and referr'd 


to, as of undoubted truth and certainty, and of 
divine original: ſo that thoſe writings of the apo- Þ 


* Vol. I. p. 177, 178. 8 
Ly 5 | ftalical = 
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ſtolical fathers bear teſtimony materially to the 


Goſpels, and to the facts there related, and come 
in aid of thoſe accounts. It is alſo manifeſt, that 


there are ſeveral particular paſſages quoted in theſe 


writings, which ſcem plainly to refer to paſſages 
that are now found in the Evangeliſts ; and theſe 


paſſages are mention'd in a manner which ſhews, 


that they regarded them as of divine authority, 
Nor is it a valid objection againſt this, that the 
do not cite the Goſpels of Matthew, Mark, Luk e, 


and John, by name : for it is not their cuſtom, i in 


mentioning paſſages of Scripture, to name the par- 
ticular books out of which theſe paſſages are ex- 
tracted; they content themſelves with producing 
the paſſages, or giving the ſenſe of them. Thus 
they generally do with regard to teſtimonies pro- 
duced from the ſacred books of the Old Teſta- 
ment: and yet no one will deny, that they had 


thoſe books in their * and acknowleged 
their divine authority. | 


Barnabas, in his Epiltle, has ſome plain re- 
88 to paſſages that are to be found. in St, 
Matthew's Goſpel. And, with regard to one of 
them, he introduceth it with ſaying, It is written; 
which was a form of quotation uſual among the 
Jews in citing their Sacred Books; and ſeems 
plainly to ſhew, that he referred to written ac- 


counts of the 8 and diſcourſes of our Saviour. 


Clement, in his Epiltle, mentions; ſeveral re- 
markable paſſages i in our Lord's Afcourſes, re- 
corded by the Evangeliſts, Matthew, Mark, and 


Luke; he calls them, the words of the Fang 


Jae which be ſpake ; and FS them as 
H 2 of 
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of the higheſt authority, and deſerving the 
greateſt regard. . by 
Ignatius hath ſeveral paſſages, which either 
are plain references, or manifeſt alluſions, to 
_ paſſages that are to be found in St. Matthew's. 
Goſpel, and to ſeveral other books of the New 
_ Teſtament, He tells thoſe to whom he writes, 
that they ought to hearken to the Prophets, 
“ but eſpecially to the Goſpel, in which the paſ- 
« fjon has been manifeſted to us, and the reſur- 
t rection perfected 8. - Where, as by the Pro- 
phets are undoubtedly to be underſtood the pro- 
phetical writings, ſo by the Go/pel ſeem plainly 
to be underſtood the writings of the Evangeliſts, 
collected into one book called the Goſpel. And 
in other paſſages he ſpeaks to the ſame purpoſe ||, 
and in a manner which ſhews, that this book of 
the Goſpel was of the moſt ſacred authority 
among Chriſtians. RT. 

Polycarp, in his Epiſtle, though very ſhort, 
| hath many paſſages that plainly refer or allude 
to texts of the New Teſtament. And, quoting 
ſome paſſages which are exprefly found in the 
Evangelifts, he introduces them thus, The Lord 
hath ſaid. He expreſſes his confidence, that the 
Philippians, to whom he writes, were well er r- 
eiſed in the Holy Scriptures, And it is manifeſt 
from what he there adds, that by the Holy 
Scriptures he particularly intends the _ ſacred 
writings of the New Teſtament : which ſhews, 


that they were had in the greateſt veneration by 
the Chriſtians of that age. 


$ Ep. ad Smyrn. S. 7, || Ep. ad Philadelph. S. 5, and 5. 
e 1 Ee 
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He that would ſee a more diſtinct account of 4 
theſe things, my conſult the learned Dr. Lardner's ' 
accurate collection of paſſages from the apoſto- q 
lical fathers, in his Credibility of the Goſpel-hi- 5 
ſtory, Part II. Vol. I. | 1 
It appeareth from this brief account, that 1 
the apoſtolical fathers have taken as much notice "i 
of the evangelical writings, as could be reaſon- 8 
ably expected, or as they had occaſion to do. 5 
And therefore I ſee not why Mr. Abbadie ſhould 43 
be charged with an abuſe of hiſtory, for repreſent- * 
ing the fathers of the firſt century, as having By 
cited the books of the Evangeliſts ; ſince though 60 
they do not expreſly quote them by name, yet Fi 
they quote paſſages as of ſacred authority, which i 
are to be found in theſe books: and therefore it ts 
may be reaſonably ſuppoſed, that they refer to 1 
thoſe hooks, which, as I ſhall preſently ſhew, 1 
were then extant, and the authority of which Fi 
was then acknowleged, : 


But jt is urged, that if the fathers of the firſt 
century do mention ſome paſſages that are agree- 
able to what we read in our Evangeliſts, it does 
not follow, that they had the ſame Goſpels be- 
fore them; becauſe— *© thoſe fathers made uſe 
« of other Goſpels, wherein ſuch paſſages might 
c be contained, or they might be preſerved in 
« unwritten tradition. But this way of 
ſtating the caſe does not afford the leaſt preſum- 
ption, that the books of our Evangeliſts were not 
then extant. It is only ſuppoled, that there 
might be other accounts in that age, in which the 
lame things might be contained ; and that the 

Hy - actions 
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actions and diſcourſes of our Lord were well 
known among the Chriſtians of the firſt age, 
both by written accounts, and by tradition re- 
ceived from the preaching of the Apoſtles. And 
this certainly confirmeth, inſtead of invalidatin 
the accounts given in the Goſpels; and ſuppoſeth 

the facts there recorded to have been of well- 
known credit and authority. But he ought not 
to mention it as a thing that is and muſt be ac- 

 knowleged by all the learned, that thoſe fathers 
of the firſt century made uſe of other Goſpels 
beſides thoſe of the Evangeliſts. It cannot be 
proved, that they ever refer to any other Goſpels. 
The only paſſage in all the apoſtolical fathers, 
which ſeems to look that way, is one in Enatius, 
which ſome ſuppoſe was taken out of the Goſpel 
of the Hebrews, which itſelf was really St. 
Matthew's Goſpel, with ſome interpolations and 
additions; and yet that paſſage may be fairly in- 
terpreted, as referring to the words of our Saviour, 
recorded by St. Luke, Ch. xxiv. 39 *, + 

It may be oathered indeed from the introdu- 

Etion to St. Luke's Goſpel, that many, in that fre{t 
age, had undertaken to write an account of the 
hiſtory of our Saviour's life, miracles, diſcourſes, 
Sc. but it does not appear, that thoſe writings 
were generally received among Chriſtians as au- 
thentic; probably becauſe they were not done 


with ſufficient exactneſs, and had a mixture of 


things falſe or uncertain, And therefore it is 


not likely, that the paſſages, referred to by the F 


* See Lardner's ahi > &e, Part II. Vol. I. p. 184, 
185 186. Fo | | | 


fathers 
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fathers of the firſt cent nry, were taken from thoſe 
writings : it is far more probable, that they were 
taken from the books of the Evangeliſts, where we 


ſill find them, and which were then extant, and 


their authority acknowleged among Chriſtians. 
That the Goſpels which we have now in our 


hands were undoubtedly extant in the apoſtoli- 


cal age, and regarded as authentic, admitteth of 
a clear proof, if it be conſidered, that in the 
age immediately ſucceeding we find them uni- 
verſally received and acknowleged in the Chri- 


ſtian church. There are ſeveral books come 


down to our times, which were written by au- 
thors who unqueſtionably lived in the ſecond 
century, in which theſe Goſpels are frequently, 
and by name, referred to as of divine authority; 

and many expreſs quotations drawn from them, 
by which it is manifeſt, that they were then re- 
ceived with great veneration in the Chriſtian 


churches. And it appeareth, from the firſt Apo- 


logy of Juſtin Martyr, publiſhed about an hun- 
dred years aſter the death of our Saviour, that it 
was then the ordinary practice to read the me- 
moirs of the Apoſiles, and the writings of the 
Prophets, in the religious aſſemblies of Chiiſti 
ans. And that, by the memorrs of the Apoſtles, 
he means the books of the Evangeliſts, is evident 
from ſeveral paſſages in his writings; and par- 
ticularly from a paſlage in this very Apol-gy 
where, having mentioned the ej com H- 5 
the Apoſtles, be adds, which are called G 9ſpels : 
and there are frequent citations from all of them 
in his writings; which plainly thew, that he 
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looked upon thoſe books as authentic hiſtories of 
Jeſus Chriſt, The ſame may be obſerved con- 
cerning other writers in that century. And ſince 
it is manifeſt, that the four Goſpels were gene- 
rally received, and had in the higheſt eſtee m and 
veneration, among Chriſtians in the ſecond cen- 
tury, even in the former part of it (for that Apo- 
logy was written about the year 139. or 140.); 
this plainly ſheweth, that the Goſpel muſt have 
been written and publiſhed in the apoſtolical age 
itſelf. And it was, becauſe they were known 
to have been written by the Apoſtles, or their 
companions and intimates ; and that the accounts 
there given were authentic, and abſolutely to be 
depended upon; that theſe writings were ſo 
early and generally received, Euſebius, ſpeak- 
ing of Quadratus, and other eminent perſons, who 
—— © held the firſt rank in the ſucceſſion of the 
* Apoſtles,” —informs us, —“ that they, travel- 


* ling abroad, per formed the work of Evangeliſts, 


being ambitious to preach Chriſt, and deliver 
the Scripture of the divine Goſpels . 
The perſons he ſpeaketh of flouriſhed in the 
reign of Tr4jen, in the beginning of the ſecond 
century, and had undoubtedly lived a good part 
of their time in the firſt; and their carrying the 
books of the Goſpels with them where they 
preached, and delivering them to their converts, 
theweth, that thoſe Goſpels were then well 
known to be genuine, and had in great eſteem. 
And indeed if they had not been written in the 
apeſtolical age, and then known to be genuine, it 
Euſeb. Eccleſ. hiſt, lib: iii. cap. 37. 
| | | Cans 
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cannot be conceived, that ſo ſoon after, even in 
the next age, they could have been ſo generally 
diſperſed, and ſtatedly read in the Chriſtian/aſ- 
ſemblies, and regarded as of equal authority 
with the writings of the antient prophets, which 
had been for ſome ages read in the ſynagogues 


on the Sabbath-days. And though a great cla- 


mour hath been raiſed concerning ſome ſpurious 
Goſpels, which appeared in the primitive times, 
there is nothing capable of a clearer proof, than 
that the four Goſpels, and thoſe only, were ge- 
nerally received as of divine authority in the 
Chriſtian church, in the ages neareſt the Apo- 
ſtles; and have continued ſo ever ſince, and 
have been all along regarded with the profound- 
eſt veneration, | a | 

To this it ought to be added, that the heathen 
writers, who lived neareſt thoſe times, never 
pretended to deny, that the books of the Evan- 
geliſts received among Chriſtians were written 
by Chriſt's own diſciples. Celſus lived in the 
ſecond century. He ſpeaks of Jeſus the author 
of the Chriſtian religion, as having lived gs 
Tavu GAiywy irov, a very few years before. 
He mentions many things recorded in our Evan- 
geliſts, relating to the birth, life, miracles, ſuf- 
ferings, and reſurrection, of Jeſus Chriſt; and 
tells the Chriſtians-— © Theſe things we have 
« produced out of your own writings. ”—— 
He all along ſuppoſeth them to have been 
written by Chriſt's own diſciples, that lived and 
converſed with him, though he does all he can 
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to ridicule and expoſe them *. To this it may 
be added, that the emperor Julian, who flou- 


Tiſhed about the middle of the fourth century, 


and who was both of great acuteneſs, and very 
well diſpoſed to take all advantages againſt Chri- 
ſtianity, and had, no doubt, an opportunity of 
reading whatſoever books had been written 
againſt the Chriſtians before his time, never pre- 
tends to conteſt the Goſpels being written by 
Chriſt's own diſciples, and thoſe whoſe names 
they bear, Matthew, Mark, Luke, and John; 
whom he expreſly mentions as the writers of 
thoſe books +; though, no doubt, he would have 
been very well pleaſed; if he could have met 
with any proof or preſumption that could make 
it probable, that the books of the Evangeliſts, 
ſo generally received among Chriſtians, were 
written, not by Chriſt's own immediate diſ- 


ciples, or their companions, or in the a 


ſtolical age, but were compiled afterwards, ad 


falſly aſcribed to the Apoſtles. To which it 


may be adecd, that none of the Fews, in any of 


their writings againſt Chriſtianity, though they 


often mention the books of the Evangeliſts, have 

ever pretended, that thoſe books were not writ- 
ten by thoſe to whom they are attributed ; but 
by others, in after-times, under their names : 

nor do they ever mention any charge or ſuſpi- 
cion of this kind, as having been brought againſt 
thoſe books by their anceſtors. 


ö 
| 


* Orig. contra CI. lib. ii. p. 67. 69, 50. 1 Cyril. 
Alex. contra Faian, lib. x. p. 327. Edit 55 anbeim. 


: 5 Thus 


LEE 


Lord Bolin gbroke's Lakes, 107 
Thus we find, by the acknowlegement of 


friends and enemies, who lived neareſt to thoſe 
times, that the accounts contained in the books 
of the. ;Evangeliſts were written in the apoſtoli- 


cal age; the age in which thoſe facts are faid to 
have been done, which are there recorded. 


There are plain references to them, and paſſ- 


ages produced out of them, in the few writings 
that remain of the firſt century. And in the 
age immediately ſucceeding, we have full proof, 
that they were univerſally received in the Chri- 
ſtian church, as of divine authority ; and read 
as ſuch in the Chriſtian aſſemblies; and were 
aſcribed to Chriſt's own immediate attendants, 


or their intimate companions, Matthew, Mark, 
| Luke, and Fohn, by name. This hath been 


univerſally admitted ever fince in all ages: and 


| theſe books have been tranſmitted down to our 


times with ſuch an uninterrupted and continu- 
ed evidence, as cannot be produced for any other 
books whatſoever. He would be accounted a 


very unreaſonable man, that ſhould deny, or even 


queſtion it, whether the books of Livy, Salluſt, 
Tacitus, were written by thole whole names 
they bear. But the Deiſts, and his lordſhip, 


among the reſt, moſt unreaſonably reje& that 


hiſtorical teſtimony and evidence in behalf of 


the Scriptures, which they would account to be 


ſufficient with regard to any other books 1 in the 


world. 


It gives a mighty force to all hin that, upon 
a careful examining and conſidering the books 


themſelves, they bear the Plain marks and cha- 


racters 
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racters of the firſt, the apoſtolical age; and not 
one mark of a later date. Though three of the 
Evangeliſts make particular mention of our Sa- 
viour s predictions concerning the deſtruction of 
Ferujalem, and the temple ; yet there is not any 
intimation given in any one book of the New 
Teſtament, of that deſtruction as having been 
actually accompliſhed, which yet was in forty 
years after our Lord's crueifixion. And it could 
ſcarce have been avoided, but that ſome or other 
of them muſt have taken notice of it, conſider- 
ing the many occaſions there were for mention» 
ing it, if theſe books had been generally written 
after that event. It appeareth, from the be- 
ginning of St, Luke's Goſpel, compared with the 
introduction to the As of the Apoſtles, that he 
wrote his Goſpel before he wrote the Acts. And 
yet this latter was evidently written in the apo- 
ſtolical age, and ſome time before the death of 
St. Paul, For it is plain, from- the accounts 
given in that book, that the writer of it was a 
companion of St, Paul in his labours and tra- 
vels, and particularly was with him in his voy- 
age to Rome; with an account of which, and of 
© his preaching there two years in his own hired 
houſe, the book ends, It taketh no notice of his 
after-labours and travels, and of his martyrdom _ 
at Rome; which it would undoubtedly have 
done, as well as of the martyrdom of St, James, if 
if it had been written after thoſe events hap- 
eren And it is a great proof of the high ve- 
neratim the firſt Chriſtians had for thoſe wri- 
tings, and how careful they were not to inſert 
| any 
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any accounts into them, which were not origi- 

_ nally there, that none of them ever pretended 
to make ſupplemental additions to that book, 
either with regard to St. Paul himſelf, or any 
other of the Apoſtles. And as we may juſtly 
conclude, that St. Luke's Goſpel was publithed 
in the apoſtolical age itſelf, whilſt many of the 
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i; an were yet living; fo it hath been gene- 
rally agreed, that St. Matthew's Goſpel was pub- 
liſhed before that of St, Luke; and that the Go- 

| ſpel of St. Jobn was written laſt of all. And 
yet this laſt, as is manifeſt from the book itſelf, 
was written by one of Chriſt's own diſciples, the 
diſciple whom Feſus loved, And it appeareth to 
have been principally deſigned to record feveral 
things, which were not diſtinctly taken notice of 
by the other evangelical writers. Accordingly 
we find, that though the facts are there plainly 
ſuppoſed, which are related by the other Evan- 
geliſts; yet thoſe miracles and diſcourſes of our 
Lord are chiefly inſiſted upon, which either 
were omitted by them, or but ſlightly mention- 
ed. Indeed whoſoever impartially confidereth 
the writings of the New Teſtament, will eaſily 
_ obſerve in them many peculiar characters, which 
plainly point to the time in which they were 
written. And there is all the reaſon in the world 
to think, that if theſe books had been written 
in any ſucceeding age, they would have been in 
ſeveral reſpects different from what they now are, 
The Chriſtian religion here appeareth in its pri- 
mitive ſimplicity, without any of the mixtures 
of following ages. The idea that is given of the 
| _ Chriſian 
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Chriſtian church, in the writings of the New 


Teſtament, is ſuch as is proper to the firſt age ; 
and in which there were ſome variations, 
even from that which immediately followed. 
The diſcourſes of our bleſſed Lord, as recorded 
by the Evangeliſts, are of ſuch a nature, ſo full 

of divine wiſdom, and admirable ſentiments, as 
would manifeſtly appear, if there were room in 


this place to enter on a particular conſideration of 


them, They are delivered with ſo much gravi- 
ty andauthority, and yet, for the moſt part, in 
ſuch a particular way, that they carry the evi- 
dent proofs of their own genuineneſs. The 


character given of our Saviour, in the books of 


the Evangeliſts, ſeems plainly to have been 
drawn from the life. And it may be juſt- 
ly affirmed, that it was not in the power 
of ſuch writers, deſtitute, as they appear to be, 
of all art and ornament, to have feigned ſuch a 
character: a e in which is wonderfully 
united a divine dignity becoming the Son of God, 


and an amiable humility and condeſcenſion be- 


coming the Saviour of men; an admirable wiſ- 
dom in conjunction with the greateſt candor 
and ſimplicity of heart; an ardent zeal for the 


glory of God, and the moſt extenſive charity and 


benevolence towards mankind; an impartial 
freedom and ſeverity in reproving faults, and 
great tenderneſs in bearing with mens weakneſſes 


and infirmities; an unparalleled purity and ſan- 


ctity of manners, without any thing ſour or un- 


ſociable, or a ſupercilious contempt of others; 


the oſt exemplary patience and fortitude under 
1 the 
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che greateſt ſufferings, joined with a remarkable 
tenderneſs and ſenſibility of ſpirit. To this may 
be added the beauty of his maxims, the ſolidity 
of his reflections, the juſt and ſublime notions of 
religion, which he every-where inculcateth, far 
ſuperior to any thing that was taught by the moſt 
celebrated doctors of the Few: nation. The 
-morals he is repreſented as having taught are the 
moſt pure and refined, and yet without running 
into any ſuperſtitious extremes, ſuch as were the 
affected ſtrictneſſes of the Phariſees and Eſjenes, 

or the falſe refinements of ſome Chriſtians in 


the following ages. The motives there propoſed 


are the moſt powerful and efficacious that can 
be preſented to the human mind, drawn from 
all the charms of the divine love and goodneſs ; 
from the engaging offers of grace and mercy 
made to the truly penitent, which yet are ſo or- 
dercd as not to give the leaſt encouragement to 
the obſtinately wicked and diſobedient ; from the 
promiſes of divine aids to aſſiſt our ſincere endea- 
vours in the performance of our duty ; from the 
important ſolemnities of the future judgment, and 
the eternal retributions of the world to come, 

the inexpreſſible glory and felicity prepared for 
good men, and the dreadful punithmentsthat ſhall 
de inflicted upon the wicked. In a word, fo per- 
fect is the idea of religion contained in thoſe wri- 
tings, that all attempts to add to it in ſucceeding 
ages, or raiſe it to an higher degree of perfection, 

have really fallen ſhort of its original excellence, 

and tended to tarniſh its primitive beauty and 
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Taking all theſe conſiderations together, they 
form a very ſtrong and convincing proof of the 
truth and authenticity of the Goſpel- records; 
and that, whether we conſider the method of 
conveyance, whereby they have been tranſmit- 
ted to us, and which we can trace up with a con- 


tinued evidence to the firſt age, or the internal 


characters of original truth and purity, and ge- 


-nuine integrity, which appear in the writings 


themſelves. 
To take off the force of the evidence, brought 
for the facts on which Chriſtianity is eſtabliſhed, 
it hath been urged, that theſe facts are only at- 
teſted by Chriſtians. The author of theſe Let- 


ters obſerves, that the church has the advantage 
over her adverſaries; that the books that were 
written againſt her have been deſtroyed, whilſt 


whatever tends to juſtify her has been preſerved 
in herannals— And that he muſt be very 


* implicit indeed, who receives for true the hi- 
, ſtory of any nation or religion, and much more 
ee that of any ſect or party, without having the 


% means of confirming it with ſome other hi- 
5 ſtory &. He here ſeems to ſuppoſe it as a 
thing certain, that there had been hiſtorical 
evidence againſt Chriſtianity ; but that the church 
had ſuppreſſed it. But this is a precarious ſup- 
poſition, without any thing to ſupport it. 'The 
account of the facts on which Chriſtianity is 
founded, were publiſhed, as hath' been ſhewn, 
by. perſons who pretended to be perfectly well 
acquainted with thoſe facts, and in the age in 
Vol. I. p. 128. 132. : 

| 5 which 
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which they were done, and who ſpeak of them 
as things publicly known, and of undoubted 
certainty. The proper way therefore for the 
enemies of Chriſtianity to have taken, would 
have been, to have publiſhed, if they were able, 
contrary authentic accounts, in that very age, for 
diſproving thoſe facts; which it would have been 
eaſy to have done, if they had been falſe : for, 

in that caſe, thouſands muſt have known them 
to be ſo; ſince many of the facts are repreſented 
as having been done in public view, and in the 
preſence of great multitudes. But that no ſuch 
contrary hiſtorical evidence was then produced or 
_ publiſhed, we may confidently affirm ; not only 
becauſe there is no account of any ſuch evidence, 
but becauſe, if the facts on which Chriſtianity is 
_ eſtabliſhed, had been authentically diſproved 
even in the age in which they were ſaid to have 
been done; and if there had been good hiſtori- 
cal evidence produced on the other fide, by 
which it appeared, that thoſe facts were falſe; 
the Chriſtian religion, conſidering the other diſ- 
advantages that attended it, and that it was prin- 
cipally ſupported by thoſe facts, muſt have ſunk 
at once, How is it conceivable, that in that caſe 
it would have flouriſhed more and more ; and 
that vaſt numbers, and many of them perſons of 
conſiderable ſenſe and learning, would have con- 
tinued to embrace it, in the face of the greateſt 
difficulties and diſcouragements? How comes it, 
that none of the Apologies for Chriſtianity that 
were publiſhed very early, and preſented to the 
Roman Emperors, ſome pl which are till extant, 
| > 
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take any notice of ſuch contrary hiſtorical evi- 
dence, or endeavour to confute it, but ſtill ſpeak 
of thoſe fats as inconteſtably true and certain ? 
The firſt heathen author that appears to have 


written a formal book againſt the Chriſtian re. 


ligion, is Celſus. And what he advanced to this 
purpoſe we learn from his own words, preſerved 
by Orzgen, in his excellent anſwer to him. He 
endeavoureth, as far as he can, to turn the Go- 


ſpel- accounts to ridicule ; but he never referreth 
to any authentic hiſtory, or book of credit and 


authority, which had been publiſhed, to ſhew 
that the facts, recorded by the Evangeliſts, and 
belicved by the Chriſtians, were falſe. He pre- 
tendeth indeed, that {© he could tell many 
e other things, relating to Jeſus, truer than thoſe 
« things that were written of him by his own 


“ diſciples; but that he willingly paſſed them 
„ by*”——— And we may be ſure, that if he 


had been able to produce any contrary hiſtorical 
evidence, which he thought was of weight ſuf- 


ficient to invalidate the evangelical records, a 
man of his virulence and acuteneſs would not have 


failed to produce it; and his not having done ſo, 
plainly ſheweth, that he knew of none ſuch 


though, if there had been any ſuch, he muſt 


have known it. Nor do I find, that Julian, 
when he wrote againſt Chriſtianity,'pretended to 


produce any contrary hiſtorical evidence for dif. 
roving the facts recorded in the Goſpels: if he 


d, ſomething of it would have appeared in 
Cyrifs anſwer, in which there are many frag- 


* Orig. contra Ce. libs ii. p. 675 Edit. Spencer. 
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ments of his book preſerved. I think therefore 
the pretence of there having been contrary evi- 
dence to diſprove the facts recorded in the Go- 


ſpel, which evidence was afterwards ſuppreſſed 


by the Chriſtians, is abſolutely vain and ground- 
leſs. And to refuſe our aſſent to the Goſpel- 
hiſtory, for want of having an opportunity to 
confront it with contrary hiſtorical evidence, 


when we have no reaſon to think there ever was 


ſuch evidence, would be the moſt unreaſonable 
conduct in the world. 

But ſtill it is urged, that the accounts of thoſe 
facts, in order to their obtaining full credit from 
any impartial perſon, ought to be confirmed by 
the teſtimony of thoſe who were not themiclves 
Chriſtians ; ſince Chriſtians may be excepted 
againſt as prejudiced perſons ; and that, if there 
be no ſuch teſtimony, it adminiſters juſt ground 
of ſuſpicion. As a great ſtreſs has been fre- 
quently laid upon this, I ſhall conſider it di- 
ſtinctly. 

To expect, that profeſſed enemies, who re- 
viled and perſecuted the Chriſtians, ſhould ac- 
knowlege the truth of the main facts on which 
Chriſtianity is founded, is an abſurdity and con- 

tradiction. And if any teſtimonies to this pur- 
poſe were now to be found in their writings, 
it would undoubtedly be alleged by thoſe gentle- 


men, who now complain of the want of ſuch 


teſtimonies, that thoſe paſſages were foiſted in 
| by Chriſtians, and ought to be rejected as ſup- 
poſititious. But yet we have the teſtimony of 
| dverſaries concerning many facts relating to 
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Chriſtianity, as far as can be expected from ad- 


verſaries. It cannot be expected, that Jews or 


Heathens, continuing ſuch, ſhould acknowlege 
Chriſt's divine miſſion; that he was the Son of 
God, the Saviour of the world: but none of them 
ever pretended to deny, that there was ſuch a 
_ perſon as Feſus Chriſt, who was the author of 
the Chriſtian religion, and appeared in Judea in 
the reign of Tiberius. Tacitus's teſtimony, as 
well as that of Celſus, is very expreſs to this pur- 
pole . And ſome of the heathens went ſo far 
as to ſpeak very honourably of him. 80 did 
the Emperor Alexander Severus, who would 
have built a temple to him, if ſome of the pa- 
gans about him had not made ſtrong remon- 
ſtrances againſt it, as Lampridius informs us in 
his life +. And even Porphyry himſelf, whoſe 
words Euſebius hath preſerved, ſpeaks of- him 
as a pious man, whoſe ſoul was taken into hea- 
ven . It would be unreaſonable to expect, 
that the enemies of Chriſtianity ſhould acknow- 
lege the accounts given of Chriſt by the Evan- 
geliſts to be true and authentic, : abſolutely 
to be depended upon; for then they muſt have 
turned Chriſtians. But yet they never denied, 
what ſome of our modern unbelievers ſeem un- 
willing to acknowlege, that Chriſt's own diſci- 
ples, who had lived and converſed with him, 
had written accounts of his life, and actions, and 
diſcourſes, which were received by Chriſtians as 


* Tacit. Annal. lib. xy. + Cap. xxix. xliii. Hiſt, Au- 
foi tom. I. Edit. fare Zuſeb. Demonſtrat. Evangel. 
ib i. ag _ FIT —_ 
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true and authentic. The teſtimony of Celſus, as 
was obſerved before, is very full to this purpoſe. 
It cannot be expected, that Fews and heathens 
ſhould acknowlege Chriſt's miracles to have been 
really wrought by a divine power. But they do 
not deny, that he did, or ſeemed to do, wonder- 
ful works. And the way they take to account 
tor them amounteth to an acknowlegement 
of the facts. Some aſcribed them to magical 
arts, as Celſus, who ſaith, that on the account of 
the ſtrange things be performed, Feſus claimed 


to be regarded as a God *. Others, as Hierocles, 


oppoſed to them the wonders pretended to have 
been wrought by Apollonius Jyaneus. The 
Jews aſcribed the works he performed to the 
virtue of the ineffable Name, which he ſtole out 
of the temple. And the Emperor Fulian expreſ- 
ly acknowlegeth ſome of his miraculous works, 


particularly his healing the lame and the blind, 


and caſting out devils, at the ſame time that he 
affects to ſpeak of them in a very flight and di- 
miniſhing manner +. As toChriſt's having ſuf- 
fered under Pontius Pilate, the heathens and 
Fews were ſo far from denying it, that they en- 
deavoured to turn it to the reproach of Chri- 


ſtians, that they believed in, and worſhiped, one 
that had been crucified, It cannot be expected 


indeed, that they ſhould own, that he really roſe 
again from the dead on the third day, as he him- 
ſelf had foretold ; but they acknowlege, that his 
diſciplesdeclared, that he did fo ; and profeſſed to 


* Orig. contra Celſ. lib. i. p. 7. 22. 30. + dee his words 
in Cyril contra Fulian, lib vi. p. 121. Edit. . 
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have ſeen him, and converſed with him, after his 


reſutrection. This appeareth from the teſtimony 
of Celſus, at the ſame time that he endeavours to 


ridicule the account given, by the Evangeliſts, of 


Chriſt's Reſurreqion . The Jets, by pre- 
tending that the diſciples ſtole away the body of 
Jeſus, hilt the ſoldiers that were appointed to 


guard it flept, plainly ay was that the 


body did not remain in the ſepulchre where it 


had been laid after his crucifixion ; and that 
therefore he might have riſen from the dead, for 


any thing they could prove to the contrary. 


The early and remarkable diffuſion of Chriſtia- 
nity, notwithſtanding all the difficulties it had 
to encounter with, and the perſecutions to which 
the profeſſors of it were expoſed, is a very im- 

rtant fact, and which, as the caſe was circum- 
ſtanced, tends very much to confirm the truth 
of the Goſpel-accounts, And this is very fully 
atteſted by heathen writers, though it cannot 
be expetied, that they would aſcribe this propa- 


gation of Chriſtianity to its proper cauſes, the 


force of truth, and a divine power accompany- 
ing it, 

Tacitus, ina paſſage where he expreſſeth him- 
ſelf in a manner that ſhews he was ſtrongly: pre- 
judiced againſt Chriſtianity, informs us, that there 
was a great multitude of Chriſtians at Rome in 
Nero's time, which was in leſs than forty years 
after the death of our Saviour ; ; and gives an ac- 
couut of the terrible torments and mm to 


4 Orig. contra Calf lib, ü. . 94 96, 97. lib, vii, p. 385. 
which 
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Which they were expoſed *. Julian, ſpeaking 
of the Evangeliſt John, whom he repreſents as 
one of Chriſt's own diſciples, ſaith, that in his 
time a great multitude, in moſt of the cities of 
Greece and Italy, were ſeized with that diſcaſe ; 
for ſo he calls Chriſtianity ; and that John, ob- 
' ſerving this, was encouraged to aſſert, that Chriſt 
was God, which none of the other Apoſtles had 
done . And we learn from the younger Pliny, 
that in the reign of Trajan, i. e. about ſeventy years 
after our Lord's crucifixion, the Chriſtian faith 
had made ſuch a progreſs in ſeveral parts of the 
Roman empire, that the temples of the gods 
were almoſt deſolate; their ſolemn ſacred rites 
long neglected; and that there were very few 
that would buy the ſacrifices . It cannot be 
expected, that heathens, continuing ſuch, ſhould 
acknowlege, that the Chriſtians were right in 
their notions of religion ; but the laſt-mentioned 
celebrated heathen gives a noble teſtimony to 
the innocency of their lives and manners, and 
that they bound themſelves by the moſt ſacred 
_ Engagements to the practice of righteauſneſs and 
virtue, and not to allow themſelves in vice and 
wickedneſs, falſhood and impurity, Even Ce/- 
us, than whom Chriſtianity never had a bitterer 
enemy, owns, that there were among Chriſtians 
many temperate, modeſt, and underſtanding per- 
| ſons : and Julian recommends to his heathen 
pontiff Arſacius the example of the Chriſtians, for 


* Tacit. Annal. lib. xv. t See the paſſage in Cyril, 
Nb. x. p. 327.  Þ Plin. lib. x. Ep. 97. ad Trajan. 
4 Orig. contra Celſ. lib. i. p. 22+ | j 
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”” their kindneſs and humanity to ftrangers ; 


and not only to thoſe of their own religion, but 


to the heathens ; and for their appearing ſanctity 


of life; and this he ſuppoſes to be the chief 


cauſe [WHY Chriſtianity had made ſuch a pro- 


reſs *, If none but Chriſtian writers had cele- 
Þbrated the conſtancy of the antient martyrs, ſome 


would have been ready to have ſuſpected, that 


they feigned this to do them honour, or, at leaſt, 


greatly heightened it: but it appeareth from the 


undoubted teſtimonies of the above-mentioned 
Pliny, of Arrian, who flouriſhed under the reign 
of Hadrian, and of the emperor Marcus Anto- 
ninus, that the antient Chriſtians were very re- 
markable for their fortitude, and contempt of 


torments and death, and for their inflexible firm- 


neſs and conſtancy to their religion under the 
greateſt ſufferings . 

Though therefore it were abſurd « to expect, 
that the enemies of Chriſtianity, continuing ſuch, 
ſhould directly atteſt the truth and certainty of 
the main facts on which the Chriſtian religion is 


founded; yet we have ſeveral teſtimonies from 


them, that contribute not a little to the confirma- 
tion of thoſe facts. Beſides which, what ought 


to have great weight with us, we have the teſti- 


mony of perſons who were once Jeus or 
heathens, and ſtrongly prejudiced againſt the 
Chriſtian ſyſtem, who yet, upon the convincing 
evidence they had of thoſe facts, were themſelves 


I Julian, ep. xlix. ad Arſac. + Plin. ubi pr Arrian. 
Epics. lib. iv. r 7. Marcus Anton, lib. xi. 3. | 
| | brought 
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brought over to the religion of Jeſus *, Of 
ſuch perſons there were great numbers even in 
the firſt age, the age in which the facts were 
done, and in which they had the beſt oppor- 
tunity of inquiring into the truth and certainty of 
them. But there could not be a more remark- 
able inſtance of this kind than the Apoſtle Paul. 
Never was there any man more ſtrongly pre- 
judiced againſt Chriſtianity than he : which had 
carried him ſo far, that he was very active in per- 
ſecuting the profeſſors of it, and thought that 
in doing fo he had done God good ſervice. He 


was at the ſame time a perſon of great parts and 


acuteneſs, and who had a learned education ; 
yet he was brought over to the Chriſtian faith 
by a divine power and evidence, which he was 
lot able to refiſt ; and thenceforth did more than 

any other of the Apoſtles to propagate the religion 
of Jeſus ; though thereby he not only forfeited 
all his hopes of worldly intereſt and advance- 
ment, but expoſed himſelf to a ſucceſſion of the 


moſt grievous reproaches, perſecutions, and 


ſufferings ; all which he bore with an invincible 
conſtancy, and even with a divine exultation and 
joy. In his admirable Epiſtles, which were un- 
deniably written in the firſt age of Chriſtianity, 
and than which no writings can bear more un- 
conteſted marks of genuine purity and integrity, 
there are continual references to the principal 
facts recorded in the Goſpels, as of undoubted 
truth and certainty. And it maniteſtly appear. 


* See Addiſon's treatiſe=of the Chriſtian religion. Sect. 


ili. iv. 
eth, 
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eth, that great miracles were then wrought in 
the name of Jeſus; and that extraordinary gifts 
were poured forth upon the diſciples. And why 
ſhould not his teſtimony in favour of Chriſtianity | 
be of the greateſt force? Muſt it be diſregarded, 
becauſe of his turning Chriſtian; 1. e. becauſe he 
was ſo convinced of thoſe facts by the ſtrongeſt 
evidence, that it over-ruled all his prejudices, and 
brought him over to Chriſtianity, in oppoſition 
to all his former notions, inclinations, and in- 
tereſts? Whereas it is this very thing that giveth 
his teſtimony a peculiar force “. And if he had 
not turned Chriſtian, his teſtimony in favour of 
Chriſtianity, if he had given any, would not 
have had i great weight, as being inſufficient for 
his own conviction ; or it would have been re- 
* geRted as a forgery, under pretence that he could 
not ſay and believe ſuch things without embrace- 
ing the Chriſtian faith. 
This very pretence has been made uſe of to 
ſet aſide the remarkable teſtimony of Joſepbus. 
And indeed, if that teſtimony be genuine (and a 
great deal has been ſtrongly urged to prove it ſo, 
at leaſt for the ſubſtance of it), it muſt be ac- 
| Kknowleged, that he was far from being an enemy 
to Chriſtianity, though he was perhaps too 
much a courtier openly to profeſs it. B 
There is another argument, which the in- 
genious author of theſe Letters propoſeth, and 
upon which he layeth no ſmall ſtreſs, as if it 
were a demonſtration againſt the divine authority 
See this clearly and ſolidly argued in Sir George Lyttelton's 


 ©bſervatipns on the Converſion and Apoſtleſhip of St. Paul. p 
823 01 
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of the Chriſtian religion. He obſerves, that 
The writers of the Romiſh religion have at- 
« tempted to ſhew, that the text of the holy 
vit is on many accounts inſufficient to be the 
&« ſole criterion of orthodoxy ; and he appre- 
© hends they have ſhewn it: and the writers 
* of the reformed religion have erected their 
te batteries againſt tradition: and that they 
have jointly laid their axes to the root of 
rs Chriſtianity : that men will be apt to reaſon 


© remains at this time no ſtandard at all of Chri- 
ſtianity: and that, by conſequence, either this 
religion was not originally of divine inſtitution, 
or elſe God has not provided effectually for 
preſerving the genuine purity of it ; and the 


K K a a 
A „ a «6 


e tradiction to his promiſe, againſt the church. 
«© He muſt be worſe than an Atheiſt that affirms 
the laſt : and therefore the beſt effect of this 
« reaſoning that can be hoped for is, that men 


- 
A 


ce firſt; “ v. that the Chriſtian religion was 
not originally of divine inſtitution . He ſeems 
to think this dilemma unanſwerable; and, in 
order to this, he pronounceth on the fide of the 
Romiſh church, that their writers have ſhewn, 
that the ſacred text is“ inſufficient to be the 
« ſole criterion of orthodoxy ; '' — or, as he 
afterwards expreſſeth it, tha: it hath not that 
et authenticity, clearneſs, and preciſion, which 
« gre neceſſary to eſtabliſh it as a divine and a 


Vol. I. p. 179, 180, 881, 55 an 
F Certaig 


upon what they have advanced, that there 


gates of hell have actually prevailed, in con- 


ſhould fall into Theiſm, and ſubſcribe to the 
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“ certain rule of faith and practice.” Why 
his lordſhip giveth the preference to the Romijh . 
divines in this controverſy, is very evident. It is 
becauſe it beſt anſwereth the defign he hath in 
view.; which manifeſtly is, to ſubvert the credit 
and authority of the Chriſtian religion; and leave 
it nothing to depend upon but the force of edu- 
cation, and the civil and eccleſiaſtical power. 
It cannot be denied, that ſome writers of the 
Romiſh church, whilſt they have endeavoured to 
ſhew, that the Scripture is inſufficient to be a 
complete rule of faith and practice, have ſaid as 
much to expoſe the ſacred text, as if they were 
in league with the infidels againſt it, though 
they, as well as we, profeſs to own its divine 
original. The enemies of Chriſtianity have not 
failed to take advantage of this. And indeed 

there cannot be a greater abſurdity than to ſup- 
poſe, that God ſhould inſpire men to reveal his 
will to mankind, and to inſtruct them in the 
way of ſalvation, and order it fo, that they 
ſhould commit that revelation to writing, for the 
uſe and benefit of his church; and yet that it 
ſhould be inſufficient to anſwer the end, or to 
guide thoſe that in the fincerity of their hearts, 
and with the attention which becometh them in 
an affair of ſuch infinite importance, apply them- 
ſelves to the underſtanding and practiſing of it. 

What his lordſhip here offers, and it contains 
the ſum of what has been advanced by the 
Romiſh writers on this ſubject, is this — “ 1 
« am ſure, that experience, from the firſt 
200 * mulgation of — to this hour, ſhews 
N * abundantly 
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abundantly with how much eaſe and ſucceſs, 
the moſt oppoſite, the moſt extravagant, nay, 
the moſt impious opinions, and the moſt con- 

tradictory faiths, may be founded on the fame 
text, and plauſibly defended by the ſame au- 
thority *.” This way of arguing beareth a near 
affinity to that which lieth at the foundation of all 
ſcepticiſm ; viz. that there is no certain criterion 
of truth, or right reaſon, becauſe reaſon is pre- 
tended for the moſt contradictory opinions ; and 
that it is impoſlible to be certain of any thing, 
becauſe of the differences among mankind about 
every thing : that there are no certain principles 
at all even in natural religion or morality ; fince 
there are none, not even thoſe relating to the 
exiſtence and perfections of God, a Providence, 
a future ſtate, the natural differences of good 
and evil, but what have been controverted, and 
that by perſons who have pretended to learning, 
to wiſdom and philoſophy. But the abſurdity 
of this way of arguing is very evident. The 
principle is fallacious, that whatever hath been 
controverted is uncertain, As well might it be 
ſaid, that whatever is capable of being abuſed 
is not good or uſeful, It doth not follow, that 
the Scriptures are not ſufficiently clear and de- 
terminate to be a rule of faith and practice in all 
that is eſſential or neceſſary to ſalvation, becauſe 
there have been men in every age that have in- 
terpreted them in different ſenſes. The plaineſt 
paſſages in any writings whatſoever may be per- 
verted; nor is mens differing about the meaning 
-- + S- Valk. L."p. 179. | 

| of 
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of the ſacred text any argument againſt its cer- 
tainty or perſpicuity. Laws may be of great 
uſe, though they do not abſolutely exclude chi- 

canery and evaſion. That can never be a good 

argument to prove, that the Scriptures are not a 

rule to be depended upon, which would equally 
prove, that no revelation that God could give 

| could poſſibly be a rule of faith and practice, or 

| of any uſe to guide men to truth and happineſs. 

If God ſhould make a revelation of his will for 
_ inſtructing mankind in what it moſt nearly con- 
cerneth them to know, and for directing them 
in the way of falvation ; the poſſibility of which 
cannot be denied by any Theiſt; and ſhould for 

| this purpoſe appoint a code to be publiſhed, con- 

| _ taining doctrines and laws ; it may be juſtly. 

| queſtioned, whether it could poſſibly be made 

J0 clear and explicit, as that all men in all ages 

| ſhould agree in their ſenſe of it. This could 

| hardly be expected, except God ſhould mira- 

|  culouſly interpoſe with an irreſiſtible influence 
to cauſe them all to think the ſame way, and 

give them all the fame preciſe ideas of things, 

the fame meaſures of natural abilities, and 

| exactly the ſame means and opportunities for 

| acquired improvement, the ſame ſagacity, the 

fame leiſure, the ſame diligence ; and except he 
ſhould exert his divine power in an extraordinary 
manner for ſubduing or removing all their pre- 
judices, and over-ruling their different paſſions, 
| humours, inclinations, and intereſts ; and ſhould 

place them all exactly in the ſame fituation and 


circumſtances, = 
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circumſtances. And this would be by no means 
conſiſtent with the wiſdom of the divine govern- 


ment, or with the nature of man, and his free- 


dom as a moral agent, and with the methods 
and orders of Providence, Nor is there any 
neceſſity for ſo extraordinary a procedure. For 
it would be abſurd to the laſt degree to pretend, 
that the Scripture can be of no uſe to any man, 
except all men were to agree about it; or that 
it is not ſufficiently clear to anſwer the end, if it 
there be any perſons that pervert or abuſe it. 
Yet, after all the clamour that has been raiſed 
about differences among Chriſtians as to the ſenſe 
of Scripture, there are many things of great im- 
portance, about which there hath been in all 
ages a very general agreement among profeſſed 
Chriſtians: They are agreed, that there is one 
| God, who made heaven and earth, and all things 
which are therein : that he preſerveth all things 
by the word of his power, and governeth all 
things by his Providence: that he is infinitely 
powerful, wiſe, and good, and is to be loved, 
feared, adored, obeyed, above all : that as there 
is one God, fo there is one Mediator between 
God and man, Feſus Chrijt the righteous, whom 


he in his infinite love and mercy ſent into the 


world to ſave and to redeem us: that he came 


to inſtruct us by his doctrine, and bring a clear 


revelation of the divine will, and to ſet before 
us a bright and moſt perfect example for our 
imitation : that he ſubmitted to the moſt grievous 
Wlierings, and to death itſelf, for our ſakes, that 


he 


. 


128 Reflections on the Late 
he lobe obtain eternal redemption for us: that 


he roſe again from the dead, and aſcended into 
heaven, and is now crowned with glory and 


honour, and ever liveth to make interceſſion for 
us: that through him, and in his name, we are 


to. offer up our prayers, and hope for the ac- 
ceptance of our per ſons and ſervices : that in him 
there is a new covenant eſtabliſhed, and publiſhed 
to the world, in which there is a free and uni- 
verſal offer of pardon and mercy to all the truly 
_ and a moſt expreſs promiſe of eternal 
ife, as the reward of our fincere, though im- 
perfect, obedience : that it is not enough to have 
a a bare ſpeculative faith, but we muſt be formed 
into an holy and godlike temper; and, in order to 
be prepared for that future happineſs, mult live 
ſoberly, righteouſly, and godly, in this preſent 
world: that there ſhall be a reſurrection both of 
the juſt and the unjuſt, and a future judgment, 
when Chriſt ſhall judge the world in the Father's 
name, and give to every man according to his 
deeds ; that the wicked ſhall be doomed to the 
moſt grievous puniſhments, and the righteous 
ſhall be unſpeakably happy to all eternity. 
Theſe are things of great conſequence, and 
which have been generally acknowleged by 
Chriſtians in all ages. And if there have been 
ſeveral things advanced by thoſe that call them- 
ſelves Chriſtians, which are not well conſiſtent 
with theſe generally acknowleged principles; if 
there have been controverſies among them about 
points of ee importance, as well as 
many 
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many contentions about things of litt 
moment, this is no argument againſt the divi 
authority or uſefalneſs of the ſacred writings, 
Thoſe that wwreft the Scriptures muſt be account- 
able to him that gave them, for that perverſion 
and abuſe; as men muſt be accountable for the 
abuſe; of their reaſon ; but this is far from prove- 
ing.” that therefore the Scriptures anſwer no 


valuable parpoſe, and could not be of a divine 


original, Still it is true, that whoſoever will, 
with a teachable and attentive mind, and an u 

right intention to know and do the will of God, 
apply himſelf to read and conſider the holy 
Scriptures, in an humble dependence on God's 


gracious aſſiſtances, will find vaſt advantage for 


inſtructing him in the knowlege of religion, and 
engaging him to the practice of it, and for 
guiding him in the way of ſalvation. 

It appears then, that the foundation, on hh 
his formidable dilemma is built, will not bear. 
There is at this time a andard for Chriſtianity ; 


even the doctrines and laws of our Saviour and 


his Apoſtles, as contained in the holy Scriptures. 
It muſt be and is acknowleged by all that profeſs 
themſelves Chriſtians, that whatever is revealed 
in thoſe ſacred books is true and certain, and 
Whatever can be ſhewn to be contrary to what 
is there revealed is falſe. The Romani/ts as well 
as Proteſtants own the divinity and authenticity 
of the ſacred text, though for particular views 


they would join unwritten traditions with it; and 
are for giving the church alone the authority to 


K interpret 
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interpret the Scriptures. The reaſon of their 
conduct is evident. It is not becauſe they look 
upon the ſacred text to be ſo obſcure and am- 
biguous, that it cannot be underſtood by the 


4 ple; but becauſe they think the people, if 


t to themſelves, will underſtand it ſo far as to 
ſee the inconſiſtency there is between true primi- 
tive Chriſtianity as laid down in the New 
Teſtament, and the Papal ſyſtem, and becauſe 
their corrupt additions to Chriſtianity cannot be 
proved by Scripture- authority, 

I have already taken notice of what he ſaith 
concerning the fatal blow that Chriſtianity re- 
ceived by the reſurrection of letters. I ſuppoſe 
we are to take his word as a deciſive proof of 
this; or no other proof of it is offered. But it 

may be affirmed on the contrary, that true 
primitive Chriſtianity, that is, Chriſtianity as 


laid down in the New Teſtament, had then a 


glorious revival. Many corrupt additions that 
had been made to it were thrown off, It hath 
never been hetter underſtood, nor its evidences 
Tet in a clearer light, than ſince that time. Some 


of the - moſt admired names in the republic of 


letters have thought themſelves worthily em- 


ployed in endeavouring to illuſtrate the beauties 


of Scripture, and to clear its difficulties. It 
were eaſy to ſhew, if it were not a thing ſo well 
known as to render it needleſs, that thoſe who 

have done moſt for the revival and ſpreading of 
lea ning and knowilege in all its branches, and 
who were moſt celebrated for their genius, Judg- 
ment, various reading, and probity, have been 
| perſons 
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peclony that expreſſed a great admiration for the 
Holy Scriptures, and an hearty zeal for Chriſtia- 
ni 
T bus I have conſidered what the late Lord 
Bolingbroke hath offered in theſe Letters againſt 
the authority of the holy Scripture, and the 
Chriſtian religion, as far as may be neceſſary to 
take off the force of the objections he hath 
raiſed againſt it, and which ſeem to have nothing 
in them proportioned fo the unuſual confidence 
with which they are advanced; It is hard to 
Tee what good end could be propoſed by ſuch an 
attempt. But perhaps it may be thonght an 
advantage, that by — 4 diſcovering error in 

« firſt principles fone upon facts, and break- 
| ec ing the war the ne caſtle, the 
& ſteepy rock, the burning lake, will diſappear *.“ 
And there are perſons, no doubt, that would 
be well-pleaſed to ſee it proved, chat Chriſtianity 
is no better than deluſion and inchantment; and 
particularly that the wicked have nothing to fear 


from the burning lake, ſome apprehenſions of , 


which may pr obably tend to make them uneaſy 
in their vicious courſes. But I ſhould think, that 
a true lover of virtue, and of mankind, who 
impartially conſiders the purity of the Goſpel- 


morals, the excellent tendency of its doctrines 


and precepts, and the power of its motives for 
engaging men to the practice of piety and virtue, 
and deterring them from vice and wickedneſs 


will be apt to look upon it as a very ill employ- 5 


dee his Letter on the Uſe of e and Retirement, 
Vol. II. p. 231, 


1 ment 
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ment to endeavour to expoſe this religion to con- 
tempt, and to ſet bad men free from the whol- 
fome terrors it inſpices, and deprive good men 
of the ſublime hopes and ſacred joys it yields. 
But Chriſtianity hath withſtood much more 
formidable attacks ; and will, I doubt not, con- 
tinue to approve itſelf to thoſe that examine it, 
and the evidences by which it is eſtabliſhed, 
with minds free from vicious prejudices, and 
with that ſincerity and ſimplicity of heart, that 
ſeriouſneſs and attention, which becomes them in 
an affair of ſuch vaſt importance. 
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HALT i 
His Lordſhip's Reflections upon our Civil Con- 


ſtitution, confidered. 


Now come to what I propoſed in the laſt 
place; viz. to confider the reffe&ions caſt 

in theſe Letters upon our Civil Conſtitution. 

If the repreſentation he makes of the ſtate of 


things be juſt, the late Revolution was far from 


being an happy event to theſe nations. The 
confequence of it hath been to bring us to po- 


verty, and into the moſt imminent danger of 


flavery, and to put us, in all reſpects, in a much 


worſe condition than we were in before. He 
finds great fault with the new conſtitution | 


of the revenue that was formed ſoon after 
* the Revolution, and the method of funding 
that immediately took place: that the creation 


* of funds, and the multiplication of taxes, has 


« zncreaſed yearly the power of the crown; and 
© that this has brought, and muſt bring, our 
liberties, by a natural and neceſſary progreſſion, 


into more real, though leſs apparent danger, 
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* than they were in before the Revolution,” — 
He goes on to obſerve, that“ a free people 
% thould not truſt the ſole management of ſo 
great a revenue, and the ſole nomination of 
the legions of officers employed in it, to their 
* chief magiſtrate.” —And he propoſes, that it 
would be proper“ to take this power and in- 
* fluence from the prince, or to ſhare it with 
«© him;” That © national corruption is the 
de natural and neceſſary conſequence of inveſt- 
“ ing the crown with the management of ſo 
& grcat a revenue; and that the loſs of liberty 
$ 1 the natural and neceſſary conſequence of 
% national corruption *. — 1 leave it to thoſe 
who yngertiand this matter better, to debate 
about the method of funding, as he calls it. In 
general, it may be 1aid, that the creating public 
runde, as a foundation for public credit, may 
be of great advantage when kept within proper 
bouuds, though this, as every thing elte, is ca- 
pable of being abuſed. And the vaſt national 
debt that hath been incurred is not properly to be 
charged upon this, but chiefly upon the neceſſity 
of tupporting expenſive wars, ſome of which 
he himiclt owns to have been unayoidable. But 
that on which he appeareth to lay the greateſt 
{treis ſeems to proceed upon a wrong foundation; 
g. That the king, by the new conſtitution of 
the revenue that was formed ſoon after the Re- 

volution, has the ſole management of the revenue, 
and ihe public money, in his hands. The very 
reverſe of this is true. Before the Revolution the 
king might be ſaid to have the ſole management 
* Vol.l.p. 45, 46, 47> 48. 
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| of the revenue. The whole income of the ſtate, 


as Biſhop Burnet juſtly oblerves, was in the 
power of the crown, and was ca led the revenue 
of the crown; and there was no diſtinction of 
what was to be allotted for the king's uſe, and 
what for the ſervice of the public; by which 
means the application of the public money was 


in the diſpolal of the court, and the king had 


an opportunity of reſerving what he pleaſed for 
his own deſigns. But after the Revolution, for 
preventing the miſapplication of the public 
money, it was judged a wiſe meaſure to allot a 
ſeparate income for the king's expences and 


houſhold, called the civil liſt, and to put the 
reſt of the public revenue intirely under the 


command of the parliament. And this is the 
preſent conſtitution of the revenue. The par- 
liament, 1. e. the people by their repreſentatives, 

diſpoſe of the public money as they think proper: 
they aſſign and appoint the uſes and fervices to 
which it ſhall be applied: an account of which 
in every ſeſſion is conſtantly ſubmitted to par- 
liament, before any farther ſupplics are granted, 

It is certain therefore, that, by the new conſtitution 
at the Revolution, the public money is not left 
ſolely to the diſcretionary management of thy 
crown. The produce of the taxes, and all the 
public revenue, is appropriated and diſpoſed of 
by parliament, The king's miniſters are ag- 
— for the management of it; and © are 
all the officers he employs. Though therefore 
he hath the nomination of the, officers ; yet 
theſe officers are under the controul of the people, 
and (heir repreſentarives : nor is it in the power 


K 4 of 


— 


ST 


* 


136 Reflections on the Late 
of the crown to ſcreen them from an inquiry, 
or from puniſhment, if they abuſe that truſt, 
and embezzle or miſapply the public money. 
And what could a free people deſire more? 
What more wiſe or reaſonable conſtitution could 
have been eſtabliſhed ? If, as he infinuates, the 
parliament, or the people, will ſuffer themſelves 
to be corrupted, if they will not exerciſe the 
wer they have of inſpecting the management 
of the public money, and calling the officers to 
an account, upon what is this to be charged ? 


Not on the conſtitution,” but on the corruption of 


mankind. And this is capable of abuſing and 


3 the beſt conſtitution in the world. 


ut he would have the people take the noinina- 
tion of officers from the prince, or at leaſt ſhare 
it with him; ſince, as he ſays, the public revenue 
by this conſtitution is not his revenue, nor the 
public expence his expence. So that all he ſeems 
to allow the king is, to keep a magnificent court, 
to live in ſplendor, upon what he calls the 


ſalary ſettled upon him ; but he is, in effect, for 


taking the executive power out of his hands. 
And I ſhall leave it to the conſideration of thoſe 


that are ſkilled in theſe matters, whether this 


would not be a changing our antient Briti/b 


_ conſtitution, and a reducing the power of the 


crown into ſuch bounds, as would deſtroy the 
balance ſo wiſely appointed between the ſeveral 
powers legiſlative and executive; eſpecially con- 
fidering in how many inſtances the power and 
prerogatives of tbe crown have been weakened, 
and the vaſt acceſſion that has been made to the 
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power of the commons, as his lordſhip has more 
than once obſerved, fince the reign of Henry 
the ſeventh, and particularly fince the Revolution. 

I ſhall on this occaſion inſert ſome other 
paſſages of this author, in which he makes a 
very diſadvantageous repreſentation of the conſe- 
quences of the Revolution, and of the preſent 
ſtate of theſe nations. In his eighth Letter on the 
Uſe and Study of Hiſtory, which is the firſt of 
the ſecond volume, he faith, that“ in the 
« adminiſtration that preceded the Revolution, 
trade had flouriſhed, and our nation had grown 
„opulent: but the general intereſt of Eur 

« had been too much neglected by us; and 

cc ſlavery, under the umbrage of prerogative, had 

& been well nigh eſtabliſhed among us. In thoſe 

© that have followed, taxes upon taxes, and 

« debts upon debts, have been perpetually ac- 

«© cumulated, till a ſmall number of families 

« have grown into immenſe wealth, and national 

«© beggary has been brought upon us The 

„ reign of prerogative was ſhort ; and the evils 

« and dangers to which we were expoſed by it 

„ ended with it: but the reign of falſe and 
_ « ſquandering policy has laſted long; it laſts 

« ſtill ; and will finally complete our ruin. Beg- 
4 gary has been the conſequence of ſlavery in 
« ſome countries: ſlavery will probably be the 
c conſequence of beggary in ours: and if it is 

« fo, we know at whoſe door to lay it *.” And 
again, he ſays, that the rage of warring 
confirmed the beggary of our nation, which 

® Vol. II. p. 114, 115. 


began 


cc 


began as early as the Revolution *. And 


afterwards, that the whole conſtitution of 
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our country, and even the character of our 
nation, has been altered. That the men called 
Whigs have made a worſe uſe of long wars, 
and new ſyſtems of revenues, ſince the Revo. 
lution, than the men called Tories made be. 


fore it of long peace, and ſtale prerogative +.” 


Ann the ſame Letter he draweth a compariſon 
between the ſtate and temper of the nation after 
the Reſtoration, and that ſince the Revolution; 
and gives the preference greatly to the former, 
He obſerves, that ſince the Revolution our 
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kings have been reduced indeed to a ſeeming 
annual dependence on parhament ; but the 
buſineſs of parliament, which was eſteemed 
in general a duty before, has been exerciſed 
in general as a trade——Few know, and ſcarce 
any reſpect, the Br:7iþ conſtitution, That of 
the church has been long derided, that of the 
ſtate as long neglected ; and both have been 


left at the mercy of the men in power, who- 


ſoever they were That the church, at leaſt 
the hierarchy, however ſacred its origin, is 
become an uſeleſs burden on the ſtate : and 
the ſtate is become, under antient forms, a 
new and undefinable monſter, compoſed of a 
king without monarchical ſplendor, a ſenate 


of nobles without ariſtocratical independency, 
and a ſenate of commons without democratt- 


cal freedom. The very idea of wit, ayd all 


that gan be called taſte, has been loſt among 
* Vol II. p. 167. f. IAbid. p. 172, 173. 


the 
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de the great: arts and ſciences are ſcarce alive; 
* luxury has been increaſed, but not refined: 
te corruption has been eſtabliſhed, and is 
« avowed *.. 

I think a more odious repreſentation could 
ſcarce be made of the ſtate of things under the 
_ preſent eſtabliſhment; and that by one who 
makes frequent and ſtrong profeſſions of his love 
to his country, and concern for its welfare, And 
as this ſeems to be calculated to inflame the 
people, ſo his lordſhip takes care to let them 
now their power in ſuch a caſe. For after 
having obſerved, that the king, in ſuch a con- 
ſtitution as ours, is but the it ſervant of the 
people, he plainly declares, that the people not 
only have a right to complain, repreſent, and pe- 
tition, but have a right of refittance, not merel 
to the king, or to part of the legiſlature, but to 
the whole legiſlative power, the king and par- 
liament together For ſure, faith he, there 
4 cannot be a greater abſurdity, than to affirm, 
<« that the people have a remedy in reſiſtance, 
when their prince attempts to enſlave them; 
but that they have none, when their repreſen- 
tatives fell themſelves and them +.” — He 
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farther oblerves, that-—-< in free governments 


&« like ours the care of the ſtate is the care of 
© multitudes; and that even thoſe whom the 
ce prince appoints are not only anſwerable to him, 
ee but like him, and before him, to the nation, 
be for their behaviour in their ſeveral poſts 3 


* Vol. II. p. 173, 174, 175. + Vol. I. p. 192, 193 
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The manner of expreſſion here is remarkable 
** Thoſe whom the prince appoints are anſwer- 


< able, like him, to the nation for their be- 


« haviour in their ſeveral poſts.” — Where he 
plainly intimates, that not only is the king ac- 


countable by his officers and miniſters, but the 


king himſelf, as well as his officers, and di- 
ſtinctiy from them, is accountable to the nation 
for his behaviour in his poſt. I ſhall not at 
preſent enter into the debate, whether theſe 


principles are well-founded or not. But there 


are two or three obſervations that naturally offer 


themſelves on this occaſion. One is, that this 


was not the doctrine encouraged at the latter end 
of Queen Annes reign, when the late lord 
Bolingbroke had ſo great a ſhare in the admini- 
ſtration, and when it was ſo much the faſhion 
to run down thoſe who expreſſed a zeal for the 
principles on which the late Revolution was 
founded, as men of republican and antimonar- 


| chical principles. Another reflection is this, 


that it is hard to ſee with what conſiſtency he 
could, as he does in his ſecond Letter, brand 
the reſiſtance of the parliament to the king in 
1641. with the name of Rebellion, at the ſame 
time that he owns— it was not without reaſon. 
« on account of liberty *,” He not only aſſerts 
a right in the people to reſiſt the king, but to 
reſiſt the whole legiſlature, the king and par- 

liament together, and to call the king himſelf, 
as well as his officers, to an account for his be- 
haviour in his poſt, as being the firſt ſervant 
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* of the people; —which is carrying it farther 


than many of thoſe did that were concerned in 
carrying on the war againſt the king, and was 


the very principle on which the high-commiſſion © 


court was founded. But the moſt important re- 
flection is, that if we compare this with ſome 
other parts of his Letters, he ſeems to point at 
the preſent as a proper time for the people to 
exert the powers he inveſts them with : for he 
expreſly declareth, that our liberties are now in 
more real danger than they were in before the 
Revolation ; and yet, at that time, they were in 
ſuch danger, by his own acknowlegement, as 
rendered a Revolution neceſſary and practi- 
*« cable.” He avers, that national corruption, 
which he makes the neceſſary conſequence of 
Inveſting the crown with the nomination of the 
officers employed in managing the revenue, is 
become univerſal; and that the loſs of liberty is 

the natural and neceſſary conſequence of national 


corruption: that the church is become an uſeleſs 


burden on the ſtate, and the ſtate is become a 
new and undefinable monſter: and that the 
buſineſs of parliament has ſince the revolution 
been exercifed in general as a trade; i. e. they 
have, been willing, as he elſewhere expreſſes it 
——*< to ſell themſelves, and the people.” —If 
this be the caſe, it is high time, upon his prin- 
ciples, for the people to exert themſelves, and 
abſolutely to new-mold the eonſtitution, and 
not only to complain, repreſent, and petition, 


but to make uſe of force to this purpoſe, againſt 


the 
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VWR» 
It is not my deſign to enter upon a laborious 


«a > * 
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yernment againſt . theſe repreſentations; which 


appear to be highly exaggerated, and betray more 
of ſpleen and diſcontent, than of a true patriot. 
ſpirit, or generous concern for the public. If 
any man ſhould with modeſty and candor point 
to what he thought amiſs in the conſtitution or 
adminiſtration, and . propoſe what appeared to 
him the propereſt remedies, it would deſerve 
regard, as proceeding from an honeſt zeal for 
the true intereſt of his country, But ſuch 
general odious reflections, which plainly diſcover 
a diſpoſition . to find fault, and give the moſt 
malicious turn to every thing, ſeem not ſo much 
intended for correcting and rectifying abuſes, as 
for inflaming the paſſions of the people. The 
natural tendency of ſuch repreſentations is; if 
not to excite inſurrections, yet at leaſt to weaken 
the government, and expoſe it to contempt, and. 


- : , 
* 


to deprive it of all ſupport in the affections o 
the people. For who that believes theſe repre- 
ſentations to be juſt, can have any zeal for ſuch 
an eſtabliſhment, or think it worth contending 
for? Since whatever change ſhould 1 2 there 
may poſſibly be a better, but can hardly be a 
worſe, But let it be remembred, that the ſame 
perſon who gives this diſadvantageous idea of the 
preſent ſtate of our conſtitution, hath alſo 
thought proper to make a very diſadvantageous 
repreſentation of Chriſtianity itſelf. The ſame 

perſon 
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perſon who pronounceth, that our liberties have 
been more endangered than ever ſince the Revo- 
lution, hath alſo taken upon him to affirm, that 
Chriſtianity hath been decaying ever ſince the 
reſurrection of letters. One would think, ac- 
cording to his repreſentation, that ever ſince the 
Revolution, which he in effect makes the æra of 
beggary, corruption, and ſlavery, we were be= 
come a moſt miſerable people, And yet certain 
it is, that ſince that time the national proſperity 
and glory have'been raiſed to the greateſt height, 
beyond the example of former ages. Never in 
any period of the Engliſh hiſtory had we ſo long 
together times of greater felicity, or ſo full an 
enjoyment of ouf liberties civil and religious, 
ſuch affluence and opulence, and ſuch an abun- 
dance of every thing that can contribute to make 
a nation happy. If this proſperity and afluence 
hath produced luxury, which is the too uſual 
effect of it, and the liberty we have enjoyed 
hath given occaſion to a boundleſs licentiouſneſs, 
it would be wrong to lay the fault upon the ad- 

vantages themſelves, rather than upon our own 
ungrateful abuſe of them. If, as his lordſhip 
affirms, we are fallen into a great degeneracy of 
taſte, as well as diſſoluteneſs of manners, I can- 
not think it the propereſt way to retrieve our 
taſte, to expreſs ſuch an extreme contempt, as he 
frequently doth, of thoſe that devote themſelves 
to the purſuits of learning: nor is it likely to 
mend our morals, to take pains to ſet the people 
looſe from the obligations of Chriſtianity, by 
attempting to weaken or deſtroy the evidences 
| | of 
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of its divine authority. It is a much better way 
to promote the national happineſs, to endeavour 
to revive the true Chriſtian ſpirit, and a ſtrong 
WR religion, on the minds of men; and to 
put the people upon improving the advantages 
= "Pau — of fomenting their Alcen- 
tents, and keeping up that ſpirit of party, which 
hath done ſo much miſchief among us, and 
hath greatly contributed to deprave our taſte, 
and our morals too. And, ſurely, any one, 
that hath a juſt concern for our civil liberties 
and privileges, or for our holy religion, and-the 
liberty of profeſſing it in its purity, and for the 
ſacred rights of conſcience, ought to ſet a value 
on an eſtabliſnment, in which theſe rights are 
preſerved to us to a degree that is not to be pa- 
rallebd in any other nation. a 

If there be an huge national debt upon us, if, 
as he complains, taxes upon taxes, debts upon 
debts, have been accumulated, it would be great 
injuſtice to charge this upon the Revolution, and 
the ſettlement conſequent upon it. This indeed 
hath been often done by the enemies of our 
preſent eſtabliſhment, with the worſt of views. 
But the principles laid down by the admired 
author of theſe Letters, and the conceſſions he 
himſelf hath made, will help to take off the 
force of this charge, and ſhew it not to be well- 
founded. | 

In his fixth Letter he has ſome good obſerva- 
tions on the notion of a balance of power in 
Europe, on the equal poiſe of which the ſafety 
and tranquillity of the whole muſt depend: _ 
| » - | t 
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that — © to hinder it from being deſtroyed by 
< preventing too much power from falling into 


« one ſcale, has been the principle of all the 
* wiſe counſels of Europe, relatively to France, 
ce and. the houſe of Auſtria, for theſe two cen- 
c turies paſt, and ſubſiſts at this hour . And 
in his ſeventh Letter, in which he gives a ſketch 
of the ſtate and hiſtory of Europe, from the 
Pyrenean treaty in 1659. to the year 1688. he 
gives a clear and elcgant account of tlie at- 
tempts made by France towards an univerſal 
monarchy, and of the ſeveral ſteps by which 
they arrived to ſuch an exorbitant power ; and 
that — © an oppoſition to the growing power 
* of France has been the principal affair of 
Europe, during the greateſt part of this pe- 
&* riod.” — And in the ſame Letter he acknow- 
legeth, that — © England was fatally engaged 
e to act a part in the conſpiracy againſt the 
« peace and liberty of Europe; nay, againſt her 
* own peace, and her own liberty: for a bub- 
<< ble's part it was, equally wicked and impo- 
“ litic.” — And he expreſly declares concern- 

ing King Charles the ſecond, that — © he 
thought it neceſſary to abet the deſigns of 


& France on the continent, that France might 


A 


abet his deſigns in his own kingdom; which 
« were, to favour popery, and make himſelf 
s abſolute at home. This (he ſays) he could 
prove, if he were at liberty to produce the 
< private relations he had read formerly drawn 
* up, by thoſe who were no enemies to ſuch 
V Vol. I. p. 231, 232. 
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„ defigns, and on the authority of thoſe who 
were parties to them.” — He adds, that —- 
* whatever King Charles the ſecond intended, 
certain it is, that his conduct eſtabliſhed 
e the ſuperiority of France in Europe *#,” — 
And afterwards, he again ſpeaks of.“ the 
« falſe notions and iniquity of the counſels of 
% England, as what, among other cauſes, not 
* only hindered the growth of the French power 
from being ſtopped in time, but nurſed it up 
e intoa ſtrength almoſt inſuperable by any future 
« confederacy$.” And in his eighth Letter he 
faith, that — the court of England had ſub- 
“ mitted to abet the uſurpations of France, 
« and the king of England had ſtooped to be 
her penſioner :” and that, — after 
the elevation of the prince of Orange to the 
throne of England, the nation engaged with 
all imaginable zeal, in the common cauſe of 
Europe, to reduce the exorbitant power of 
France, to prevent her future, and to revenge 
her paſt attempts: — and that — diffi- 
s cult as it was, we were obliged on every ac- 
*& count, and, by reaſons of all kinds, to en- 
e gage in it: — though he blames them for 
not doing it with more order and ceconomy ||. 
Before I proceed farther, it may be proper to 
make ſome reflections. It appeareth then, b 
his own acknowlegement, that it was abſolutely 
neceſſary, for the ſafety of Europe in general, 
and our own 1n particular, to oppoſe the grow- 
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ing power of France; that yet England, in the 
reign of King Charles the ſecond, inſtead of 
checking that power, abetted it; and acted in 
a fatal conſpiracy againſt the peace and liberty 
of Europe; nay, againſt her own peace, and her 

own liberty: and that this conduct eſtabliſhed 
the ſuperiority of France in Europe; and not 
only hindered the growth of the French power 
from being ſtopped in time, but nurſed it up 
into a ſtrength almoſt inſuperable by any future 
confederacy. He alſo acknowlegeth, that, after 
the Revolution, the nation engaged with zeal to 
reduce the exorbitant power of Fance; and 
that we were obliged to do it on every account, 
and by all manner of reaſons. Upon this view 
of things, it appears, that the conduct of Eng- 
land, before the Revolution, was, as he calls it, 
wicked and impolitic; and that, after the Revo- 
lution, under King William, it was wiſe and 


glorious : that the war £ng/and then enter'd 


into, to put a ſtop to the growth of the French 
power, was abſolutcly neceſſary for our own li- 
berty and ſafety, as well as that of Europe: 
and that what made this war neceſſary, was the 
wretched conduct of ug land, before the Revolu- 
tion, in abetting the French power, and eftabliſh- 
ing their ſuperiority in Europe, whereby it was 
carried to an height almoſt inſuperable. I think 
therefore it manifeſtly followeth, that whatever 
expences were cauſcd by the war, are properly 


chargeable, not on the. Revolution, but on the 


management in the times preceding it; which 
brought the nation under a neccflity of en- 
L 2 tering 


148 Reflections on the Late 
tering into a moſt hazardous and expenſive war 
for defending their own liberty and ſafety : and 
this war it was which brought. on their debts, 
and their taxes. He indeed. blameth the want 
of economy : and it is very eaſy, in this and 
many other caſes, for thoſe that come after, to 
ſee where affairs might poſſibly. have been bet- 
ter conducted, and to point to errors and —__ 
in management, which perhaps the wiſeſt pe 
ſons were not ſenſible of at the time. But = 
ever there is in this charge, it 1s wrong to lay it, 
where he ſeems willing intirely to lay it, on the 
men called Whigs. It was partly owing to acci- 
_ dents, which could not well be prevented, and 
partly to the applotting inſufficient funds; which 
is ſaid to have been principally owing not to 
King William and his friends, but to the manage- 
ment of thoſe that oppoſed his adminiſtration, 
and endeavoured to clog the war, and diſtreſs 
the government. But let the economy have 
been never ſo good, an increaſe of taxes and 
debts could ſcarce poſſibly have been avoided. 
As to the war which we enter' d into under 
Queen Anne, he faith, that — © it muſt be 
« confeſſed, that the war was unavoidable, for 
« the immediate ſecuring of commerce, and of 
e barriers, for the preventing an union of the 
« two monarchies of France and Spain in any 
« future time, and the preſervation of a certain 
degree, at leaſt, of equality, in the ſcale of 
% power *.“ And again, that — © the war 
Vas wile and juſt till 1706. becauſe neceſſary 
) S Vol. II. P · 3% 
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© to maintain that equality among the powers of 
- Europe, on which the public peace and com- 

* mon proſperity depends x.“ We have then 
his own ene en that the war carried 
on againſt France in King William' time, and 
in Queen Anne's, till the year 1706. 1. e. till 
the latter end of that year, was unavoidable, 
and neceſſary for our own liberty, peace, and 
ſafety; and, conſequently, whatever debts were 
contracted, and taxes laid on, in that time, and 
in conſequence of that war, ought not to be 
turned to the prejudice of the adminiſtration. 

Fe aſſerts indeed, that the war was unwiſe 
and unjuſt, after the year 1706. becauſe France 
was then reduced, 450 all the ends of the war, 
and of the grand alliance, might have been then 
obtained by a peace; and that i thenceforth 
« jt became a war of paſſion, of ambition, of 
c avyarice, and private intereſt, to which the 
wy general intereſt of Europe was ſacrificed F.” 

Let us examine this a little by his own prin- 
ciples and conceſſions. 

He acknowlegeth, that — © one of the prin- 
« cipal ends propoſed by the war, was, to ob- 
<« tain an effectual ſecurity againſt the contingent 
«© union of the two crowns of France and 
Spain]. — And, indeed, the preventing that 
union is expreſly mention d as one main article 
of the grand alliance. And he himſelf owns, 
that the ſetting an Auſtrian prince upon 
« the Spaniſh throne, was, no doubt, the ſureſt 
« expedient to prevent an union of the two mon- 

* Vol. Il. p. 68. § Ib. p. 53, Ib. p. 52. 
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* archies of France and Spain ||.” — And again 
he ſaith, that % he who tranſports himſelf 
« back to that time (ſpeaking of the time of the 
« beginning of the war) muſt acknowlege, that 


© the confederated powers in general could not 
« but be of Garth's mind, that 


ce 


an Auſtrian prince alone 


Is fit to nad pon the Spaniſh throne. | 


And that they could not but think it more 
* agreeable to the intereſt of Europe, that a 
* branch of Au/iria, than a branch of Bour- 
«© bon, ſhould gather the Spanrſh ſucceſſion ; 
and that the maritime powers, might think 
this to be more for their particular intereſt +.” 
— Though, therefore, as he often urges, and 
ſeems to lay a mighty ſtreſs upon it, the reſtitu- 
tion of the whole Spani/t monarchy to the empe- 
ror was not expreſly ſtipulated in the grand al- 
liance, the reaſon of it could not be what he is 
pleaſed to allege « becaule the allies, in 
& the wiſdom of their counſels, ſaw, that the li- 
e bertjes' of Europe would be in no danger, if 
« Spain and the Indies were left in the hands 
© of a prince of the houſe of Bourbon,” For 
I believe there were few at that time, who were 
really enemies to France, that did or could ſup- 
pete this. On the contrary, ſince the grand al- 
Jance, by his own acknowlegement, was princi- 
pally de ſigned to prevent the union of the two 
monarchics of France and Spain; and ſince he 
Vol. II. 1b, 76. Ib. p. 46, 47. 
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himſelf alſo confeſſes, that the ſureſt expedient 


to prevent that union was, undoubtedly, to ſet 


a prince of the houſe of Auſiria on the Spa- 
_. iſh throne; and that the confederate powers 
were, at the beginning of the war, and could 
not but be, of opinion, that it was more agree- 
able to the intereſt of Europe in general, and 
of the maritime powers in particular, that a 


branch of the houſe of Auſtria, than a 


branch of Bourbon, ſhould gather the Spaniſh 
ſucceſſion; it may be fairly concluded, that 
this was what they had all along in view from 
the beginning of the war, if they could be able 
to accompliſh it, He obſerves, that - * the 
«* councils in England and Holland preferred 
9 very wiſely, by their engagements in the 

and alliance, what was more practicable, 
tho' leſs eligible, to what they deemed more 
eligible, but ſaw become, by the courſe 
« of events, abſolutely impracticable, or too 
e difficult “.“ 
that the wiſe councils in England and Holland, 
at the beginning of the war, judged it would 
be more eligible, if it were practicable, to wreſt 
the Spaniſh monarchy out of the hands of a 
prince of the houſe of Bourbon ; and that the 
only reaſon why they did not expreſly bind 


5 


* 


* 


* 


themſelves to it in the grand alliance, was, their 


Judging it not practicable, or too difficult. Yet 

it is plain they reſolved to try What they could 

do to effect it. And they themſelves, who beſt 

knew their own meaning, immediately POOR 
Vol. II. p. 1 
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it, as ſoon as ever they had an opportunity for 
it, as he owns *. He treats this, indeed, as a 
departing from the principles of the grand alli- 
ance; but the contrary, I think, now plainly 
appears from his own conceſſions. When there- 
fore, in the covrſe of the War, the ſurpriſing 
ſucceſs they met with, even in Spain itſelf, gave 
them reaſon to believe they ſhould be able to 
effect it, it would be abſurd to imagine they 
would not be for puſhing their advantage, and 
making uſe of that which they judged, and he ac- 
knowlegeth, to be undoubtedly the ſureſt expe- 
dient for preventing that union of the two crowns 
which they ſo much dreaded. It would be no 
proof of the wiſdom of their councils, if they 
did not prefer what was in itſelf, and what a 
ared to them, more eligible, and which now, 
they had reaſon to think, was become practica- 
ble. He owns, that, — © in 1706. the con- 
& federate arms were ſuperior in Spain, and ſe- 
« veral provinces acknowleged Charles the third : 
and that the Spaniſh dominions in Ttaly were 
& in their power when they pleaſed d. — Now, 
I think, whoever conſiders £ - and that France, 
as he avers, — © had not only been defeated on 
« every fide, but the inward ſtate of that king» 
te dom was already more exhauſted than ever it 
© had been, will eaſily ſee, that there were 
then very fair proſpects of ſettling a prince of 
the houſe of Auſtria on the Spani/h throne, and 
thereby taking the moſt effectual expedient to 
prevent an union of the two crowns of France 
EVol p. 7. F Ibid p. 8 
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and Spain. And I dare appeal to any man, 
whether, to have quitted it at that time, and in 
thoſe circumſtances, and to have accepted a par- 
tition of the Spaniſh monarchy, ſtill leavin 

Spain and the Indies in the hands of the houſe 
of Bourbon, would not have been the moſt un- 
accountable conduct in the world, contrary to 
all the rules of good policy: except they had 
the gift of prophecy, and could have foreſeen 
what afterwards happen d. And it is very pro- 


bable, that ſome of thoſe men, who were after- 


wards loudeſt in their clamours againſt the then 
miniſtry, for not having made a peace with 
France upon the terms propoſed by her in 1706. 
would have been equally loud in their clamours 


againſt them, if they had made it, and would 


not have failed to charge them with havin 


betray'd the intereſts of Great Britain and 
Europe, and given up the Spaniſh monarchy to 


France, when there was ſo great a probability 
of wreſting it out of their hands. How could 
any miviſtry have anſwer'd giving up again what 
they had already conquer'd in Spain, when they 


had ſo fair a proſpe& of obtaining the whole? 


or how would they have dared to do it, when, by 
his own confeſſion, the parliament had made an 
expreſs declaration againſt making peace, while 


Spain and the Indie; were in the hands of the 


| houſe of Bourbon? Upon the whole, the mat- 
ter may be brought to this fhort iſſue: He 
owns, that, from the beginning, the powers 
that formed the grand alliance, would have 


thought it more eligible to fix an Auſtrian prince 


O 
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on the throne of Sparn, if they had judged it 
practicable : and that this was really the beſt and 
ſureſt expedient to prevent an union of the two 
crowns of France and Spain; to prevent which 
was the principal object of the grand alliance. 
When, therefore, in the courſe of the war, by 
their extraordinary ſucceſſes, they had reaſon to 
think this practicable, as undoubtedly they did 
in 1706. it would have been acting a ſtrange part, 
to have given up theſe proſpects for any offers 
France could then make, with a reſervation of 
Spain and the Indies to the houſe of Bourbon. 
The ſame way of reaſoning will juſtify the 
not hearkening to the terms propoſed by France 
in 1709. He acknowleges, that “ before the 
year 1710. the war was kept alive with alter- 
nate ſucceſs in Spain; and it may be ſaid there- 
* fore, that the deſign of conquering this kingdom 
continued, as well as the hopes of ſucceed- 
ing *. And ſince, even till the year 1710. 
there was hope of ſucceeding in Spain, it was 
right to continue the war till that time, and not 
to hearken to any terms, that ſhould leave the 
_ Houſe of Bourbon in poſſeſſion of Spain and the 
Indies, eſpecially, conſidering the great ſucceſſes: 
of the allies in the Netherlands fince 1706. 
which gave ground to think, that France would 
be under a neceſſity of coming into the terms 
inſiſted on by the allies. He endeavoureth, in- 
deed, to depreciate thoſe ſucceſſes. He obſerves, 
that -—— a deluge of blood was ſpilt to diſ- 
lodge the French, for we did no more, at 

e Vol. II. p· 92. e 2 
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% Malplaquet +.” But this diſlodgment, con- 
fidering the difficulfies that were ſurmounted, ſo 


_ effectually intimidated the French, that they 


durſt no more look the army of the allies i in 
the face, and ſuffer'd them to take the impor- 
tant town of Mons in their light, ſoon after, 
without offering to relieve it. But, I ſuppoſe, 
the taking of that city muſt alſo paſs for no 
more than a diſlodging the French from it. 


He expreſly affirms, that there were but three 
towns taken in the year 1710 ||. Aire, Be- 


thune, and St. Venant; and intirely drops 
Douay, the moſt important conqueſt of that 


campaign ; and which was of ſuch conſequence 


to France, that, in all propoſals about yielding 


places to the allies for a barrier, Douay was ſtill 
excepted, It can ha dly be ſuppoſed, that his 
lordſhip had forgotten that ſuch a place as 


Douay was taken that campaign, when he ſo di- 


ſtinctly remembred Aire Bethune, and Sf. 


Venant, places much more inconſiderable: but 
he judged it to his purpoſe not to mention it. 
The principal deſign of the long Letter Which 


is the eighth on the uſe and ſtudy of hiſtory, 


and "hg firſt in the ſecond vol me, appears 
plainly to be to vindicate the conduct of the mi- 


niſtry that made the peace of Ur ct. This is 


not to be wonder d at, conſidering the great hand 
his lordſhip had in carrying on and concluding 


that treaty, And if he had contented hümſelf 
with repreſenting the eaſons the miuiſti bad 


for that meaſure, nobody would have blamed 
+ Vol, II. p. 147, Ib. p. 103. 
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him; ſince it is natural for every man to endea- 
vour to clear his own reputation and manage- 
ment. But it can ſcarce eſcape the obſervation 
6f the commoneſt reader, that he ſeems to have 
gen himſelf up to reſentment and prejudice. 
A great part of this Letter is written with the 
ſtile and ſpirit of a party- pamphlet: nor is there 
much in it that had not been urged, and replied 
to, in the pamphlets of that time, which were 
written with too much heat and paſſion on both 
fides. And I am ſorry to find, that his lord- 
ſhip, after ſo many years, had not ſuffered his 
ſpirit and reſentments to cool, but ſtill preſerved 
the rage of that party- ſpirit, which had ſo much 
panes through the nation during the time that 
e was in the adminiſtration. : | 
Whole pages might be filled with the in- 
vectives which he has poured forth againſt the 


Whigs, and thoſe that oppoſed the meaſures 


which were carrying on in the latter end of 
Queen Annes reign. He repreſents them, as 
having ſacrificed the wealth of their country to 
the intereſts of foreigners ; and avers, that all 
their oppoſition to the peace was laid in injuſtice 


and folly ; and that, if their ſecret deſigns and 


mtrigues were laid open, the moſt confuſed 
ſcene of iniquity and folly that it is poſſible to 
imagine, would appear; and that it would ſhock 
the eye of every honeſt man. He chargeth 
them with being engaged in a league with fo- 
reigners againſt their country, and their Queen; 


and with a phrenſy more unaccountable, and 


not much leſs criminal, than that which made 
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and maintain d the ſolemn league and covenant 


formerly: that they were guilty, during the 
W i. s life, of real treaſons, and might, if ſhe | 
lived a little longer, hoe broken out into 


open rebellion. Nor is he much leſs free in 
his invectives againſt the Dutch. He repre- 


ſenteth the chief men that governed in Holland 


as neither wiſe nor honeſt; and chargeth them, 
. as he doth the Whigs, with phrenſy : that the 
_ prudent and ſober ſtates continued to act like 
froward children, or like men drunk with re- 
ſentment and paſſion ; and that a ſpirit of faction 
and private intereſt prevailed among them over 
reaſon of ſtate. And he declares his aſtoniſh- 
ment at their arrogance, in preſuming to exclaim 
againſt a Queen of Great Britain for the orders 
given to her general, not to join in any ſiege or 
battle. 


Without taking any particular notice of theſe 


invectives, which I have mention'd as a ſpeci- 
men of the ſpirit and temper with which he 
writes, I ſhall only obſerve, that what he hath 


himſelf owned in this Eber, with regard to the 


peace of Utrecht, tendeth to give no very ad- 
vantageous idea of it, — © I ſhall not be ſur- 
« prited (faith he to his noble correſpondent) if 
« you think that the peace of Utrecht was 
“ not anſwerable to the ſucceſs of the war, nor 
© to the efforts that were made in it. I think 
« ſo myſelf, and have always owned that I 
e thought ſo. Since we committed a ſucceſs- 
ful folly, we ought to have reaped more ad- 


cc 


have 


vantage from it than we did; and ought to 


„power; 


cc 
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* have reduced the power of France, and to 
* have ſtrengthened her neighbourhood, much 
* more than we did *.” — And again, that 
—— the low and exhauſted ſtate to which 
* France was reduced by the laſt great war, 
© was but a momentary reduction of her 
and whatever reduction was 
& brought about by the treaty of Utrecht was 
ce not ſufficient: that the true reduction of 
s the exorbitant power of France conſiſted in 
« difarming her frontiers, and fortifying the 
barriers againſt her, by the ceſſion and de- 
molition of many more places than ſhe 
* yielded up at Utrecht; but not of more 
* than ſhe might have been obliged to ſacri- 
e fice to her own immediate relief, and to the 
“future ſecurity of her neighbours 8.” 
Here is a fair confeſſion, that the peace of 
Utrecht was not, what it was ſo often, with tri- 
umph, declared to be, at the time when it was 


cc 


made, a ſafe and honourable peace. For, if 


this repreſentation be true, it was neither ſafe 
nor honourable: it was neither anſwerable to 


the ſucceſs of the war, nor to the efforts that 


were made in it : we ought to have reduced the 
power of France, and to have ſtrengthened her 


neighbours, more than we did: France ought to 


have been obliged to a ceſſion and demolition of 
many more places than ſhe yielded up at Utrecht. 
This was a facrifice ſhe might have been obliged 
to make to her own immediate relief, and to the 
future ſecurity of her neighbours. To this may 
Vol. II. p. 118, 119. § Ibid, p. 123. 
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be added what he faith in the concluſion of bis 


ſeventh Letter, that — © France then wound 


« up advantageouſly the ambitious ſyſtem ſhe 
© had been fifty years in weaving, and concluded 


&« 4 war, in which ſhe was defeated on eve 
« fide, and wholly exhauſted, with little dimi- 
{© nution of the provinces and barriers acquired 


c to France, and with the quiet poſſeſſion of 


e Spain and the Indies to a prince of the houſe 


of Bourbon ||.” — And if this was the caſe, 


it cannot be wonder'd at, that there were mam 


y 
perſons that diſapproved, and did all they could 


to prevent a peace, which helped France to 


wind up ſo advantageouſly her ambitious ſy- 
ſtem,, and left her, after a war, in which ſhe 


had been defeated on every ſide, and wholly ex- 
hauſted, in poſſeſſion of ſo many advantages, 
and unjuſt acquiſitions. His lordſhip, indeed, 


has found out an excellent way for throwing 


the blame of making ſuch an inſufficient peace, 


not upon thoſe that concluded it, but upon thoſe 


that oppoſed it. He affirms, that — © it was 


« /{olely owing to them that oppoſed the peace, 


e that France was not obliged to make thoſe 
e facrifices: and he is willing to put his whole 


« credit, and the whole merit of the cauſe, 
cc 


« was, to the utmoſt degree, deſirous to act in 
cc 


<« of the allies gave France great advantage; but 


that this diſunion was owing to thoſe that 


cc 


cc 


70 oppoſed the Queen's meaſures.” — This he 


| Vol. I. p. 315. Vol. II. p. 124. f 
Fre, repreſents 


upon this iſſue 8. — That — the Queen 


union with her allies; and that the diſunion - 
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repreſents as ſo plain, that no man that has any 
ſhame about him can deny it. Theſe things 
he inlarges upon, for many pages together, in 
2 declamation, which, for heat and bitterneſs, 
cannot be eaſily parallel'd & But, without en- 
tering very deep into the matter, one may ven- 
ture to ſay, and yet not be thought loſt to all 
ſenſe of ſhame, that how good ſoever the inten- 
tions of the managers might be, ſome of the 
meaſures they took were very unhappily choſen, 
either for preſerving union among the allies, or 
obtaining an advantageous peace from France. 
They entered into a ſecret correſpondence with 
France, and carried it on for ſome time, without 
the participation of the other allies: and the firſt 
preliminaries that were publiſhed, in conſequence 
of this, on the part of France, were viſibly ſhort 
of what ſhe had offer'd not long before. Great 
and public abuſe was thrown upon the allies, in 
papers known to be written under the direction 
of the miniſtry ; and- endeavours were uſed to 
raiſe a ſpirit againſt them through the nation, 
The Dutch, in particular, were treated with 
great inſolence and reproach; odious charges 
were advanced againſt them; and what they 
cauſed to be publiſhed in their own vindication, 
was, inſtead of being anſwer'd, treated with the 
utmoſt indignity. At the ſame time, pains were 
taken to perſuade the people, that the nation 
was ſo impoveriſh'd and exhauſted, that they 
were unable to carry on the war any longer. 
Heavy charges were laid againſt the former 
$ Vol. II. p. 124, 125, 126, SWW. = 
F a os miniſtry, 
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miniſtry for continuing the war ſo long; and 
the new miniſters made it a point, on which 
| they valued themſelves, — © to ſave their coun- 
try (as he expreſſeth it) from abſolute inſol- 
« vency and bankruptcy, and to deliver her 
* from the neceſſity of bearing any longer ſo 
& unequal a part in ſo unneceſſary a war. 
Theſe being the meaſures that were taken in Eng- 
land, can it be imagined, that ſo politic a court 
as that of France would not lay hold of ſuch an 
advantage, and improve it? They were, undoubt- 
edly, very deſirous of peace; but they knew alſo, 
that a peace the Britiſb miniſtry muſt and 
would have ; and that therefore, by ſtanding out 
a little longer, they ſhould obtain peace upon 
much more advantageous terms to France, than 
before they had reaſon to expect. And fo 
eager were the Britiſß miniſtry to get rid of 

the war, that, though they had given the Dutch 

poſitive aſſurances, in the beginning of the year 
1712, that they would act vigorouſly in the 
common cauſe, yet, in two months after, in 
the beginning of the campaign, orders were ſent, 
in the Queen's name, to the Br:z/h general, not 
to engage in any ſiege or battle till farther orders. 
This was done in concert with the French, the 
common enemy, and without the participation 
of the allies; and was ſoon followed by a ceſ- 
ſation of arms, and by an actual ſeparation of 
the national Britiſh troops, and an endeavour to 
ſeparate all the foreign troops in the Britiſb 
pay, from the reſt of the confederate army. A 
ſtrange meaſure Wil, if conſidered in all its cir- 
= cumſtances. 
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cumſtances. And his lordſhip's vindication of it 
is almoſt as extraordinary. I ſhall not examine 
it, though, if I were diſpoſed to do ſo, I ſhould 
not defire greater advantage than he has given. 
And thoſe who are not acquainted with his lord- 
. ſhip's manner, will be apt to wonder at the pe- 
euliar ftrain of confidence with which he ex- 
refſeth himſelf on this Occaſion. 
After having charged the ſtates with arrogance 
ang preſumption, in finding fault with the Queen's 
5 meaſures, he inſiſteth upon it, that if they would 
made a right uſe of the two months ſuſ- 
penſion, by joining with the Queen “ even 
| «then we might have reſumed the ſuperio- 
| «rity we began to loſe im the congreſs “. 
| This is a fair confeſſion, that from the time thoſe 
brders were given to the Britiſh general, we be- 
| gan to loſe that ſuperiority in the congreſs, 
| which he had before acknowleged we had in the 
| beginning of the year 1712 P. And indeed I 
| cannot ſee, how it could be otherwiſe ; fince, 
| by this ſtep, the French plainly ſaw, that Eng- 
land was determined not to carry on the war any 


longer. Nor, after ſuch a ſtep, would it have 
been in the power of the Queen, and the Dutch 
united, to regain that ſuperiority in the congreſs 
which they had loſt; except France had been 
perſuaded, that, in caſe they did not come into ſuch 
terms as the allies might think neceffary, Great 
Britain would join heartily in puſhing the war. 


= vol. Il. p. 144. © bid. p. 140, 141. 
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But they very well knew the contrary ; and that 


they had nothing farther to fear from the Bri- 


tiſh counſels or forces. 


But I. ſhall not inſiſt longer on tele things, 


as it is not my intention to enter on a particular 


examination of what he hath offered in vindica- 


tion of the peace of Utrecht. I ſhall only add 


this one farther remark, in relation to it; that he, 
all along, preſerves the favourite ſtile of that 
time, the Queens peace, the SEE s meaſures ; 
and all oppoſition againſt the then miniſtry, and 
the meaſures they were taking, is conſtantly re- 
Ping as a ſort of high treaſon againſt her 
Majeſty, and an inſult upon her authority royal. 
But his lordſhip has, fince that time, known, very 
well how to diſti nguiſh between the king and 
his miniſters ; and 2 treated it as great inſo- 
lence in a miniſtry, to ſcreen their meaſures un- 
der the ſhadow of the royal authority. 
lis lordſhip, after having fo "chemently 
inveighed againit the Whigs, 5 or being ſo eager 
to carry on the war in Queen Annes reign, finds 
no leſs fault with them, for the too pacific diſpo- 
ſition they ſhewed afterwards. He obſerves, 
that— © a rage of warring poſſeſſed a party in 
sour nation till the death of the late queen; a 
© rage of negotiating has poſſeſſed the ſame par- 
© ty of men ever ſince . And ſo he goes on to 
.expoſe the meaſures of the miniſtry, whom he 
_ repreſents as having been in one perpetual maze. 
Ti ll not enter into the queſtion, how far the 


+- Vol. II. p. 167. 
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miniſters were in the right or wrong, in ma- 
naging their negotiations. This I leave to thoſe 
who, underſtand theſe matters better than I can 
pretend to do, and about which probably men 
of excellent ſenſe and underſtanding may differ 
In their ſentiments. I ſhall only obſerve, how 
impoſſible it is for that party of men to pleaſe his 
lordſhip, againſt whom he hath declared fo fix- 
ed an averſion, and who, he ſays, have had the 
'adminiſtration in their hands almoſt ever ſince 
'the 'Revolution. Whether they war or nego- 
tlate, they are always in the wrong. His lordſhip 


has mentioned a twofold rage, as he calls it, a 


rage of warring, and a rage of negotiating. There 
3s a third rage, as remarkable as either of them; 
and that is, the rage of a party-ſpirit, which leads 
men to give the worſt turns, and put the moft 
odious conſtruction upon every thing. Scarce 
any meaſures can be taken in political matters, 
but what are liable to objections and inconveni- 
ences, which, when they fall into the hands of 
à perſon of ſuch bright parts, and great com- 
mand of words, as the late lord Bolingbroꝶłe, may 
be made to appear in a very diſadvantageous 
light. And yet perhaps the perſons he blames 
were not ſo much in the wrong, or fo incon- 
ſiſtent with themſelves, as he repreſents them, 
in having been firſt for warring, and afterwards 
for negotiating. He himſelf owns, that the war 
entered into againſt France, was, for ſome years, 
neceſſary; and that it was carried on with fur- 
priſing ſucceſs, The Whigs were for continuing 

| | — 
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to puth the war, though the nation was very 
much burdened, till they had effectually broken 
and humbled the French power, and had reaped 
advantages anſwerable to ſuch unparalleled ſuc- 
ceſſes. And they might very confiſtently be of this 
opinion, and yet afterwards, when the opportu- 
nity was let ſlip, and not to be retrieved, when 
the peace was made, and the confederacy bro- 
ken, they might be againſt plunging the nation 
into new wars, which would add to that debt 
which had been neceſſarily incurred before. And 
if, for preventing ſuch new wars, they ſometimes 
carried their defire of negotiating too. far, if in 
ſome caſes they appeared pacific, even to a de- 
gree of tameneſs, however others might find fault 
with them, his lordſhip, and thoſe of his ſenti- 
ments, had no right to do ſo ; who had ſo bit= : 
terly inveighed againſt them, for being eager to 
carry on a war, in which they had ſo glorious 
proſpects. For certainly, if the nation's being 
exhauſted, and overburdened with debts, were a 
reaſon for putting an end to that glorious and 
ſucceſsful war, by a peace, which was far from 
anſyering the ends of it, or reaping the advan- 
tages that might be expected from it; this reaſon 
was much ſtronger for notentering intonew wars, 
in which they could not promiſe themſelves 
equal ſucceſs, and of which it was not eaſy to ſee 
the conſequences. Though therefore their trea- 
ties and negotiations were not in all reſpects 
10 happily conducted, as his lordſhip, in his ſupe- 
rior wiſdom might think ſhould have been done, 
0 . FIT Jet 


166 Reflections on the Cade 
| yet he ought at leaſt to have commended their 


pacific intention. It is proper to obſerve, that 


'fince the writing of his long Letter pn the peace 
of Utrecht, there bath been another war, which 


could not be avoided, beſides a dangerous rebel- 


lion at home, which bath occaſioned a new and 
vaſt expence, and hath mightily increaſed the 
national debt, which was fo great before. But 
the adminiſtration is not to be blamed, who 
Kept out of that war as long as they could, till 
the voice of the nation demanded it; much lets 
are they to be blamed for that rebellion, which 
Was raiſed with a view to - overturn the preſent 
eſtabliſhment. And yet ſo unreaſonable are 
the enemies of our conftitution, as ta exclaim 
againſt the government, for the expences and 
debts; that the war which the whole nation de- 
manded, and the rebellion which e them- 
| fabreathad raiſed; made neceſfary, ; 
II have now finiſhed my remarks on the 
late Lord Bolingbrole s Letters on the Study 
and Uſe of Hiſtory. It is with regret that 1 
have found myſelf obliged to ſay many things 
that may ſeem to bear hard upon the reputation 
of a writer of ſuch emmence. But, I believe, 
by this time, it appears, that how great ſoever 
his abilities muſt be acknowleged to be, his con- 
fident aſſertions are not abſolutely to be depend- 
ed upon, not even in civil and political, much 
leſs in religious matters. It cannot but be matter 
of great concern, to ſee ſuch open attempts 
made againſt what ought to be dearer to us than 
our _ . 1 * the effec will be, to 


Con- 
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convince all good men of the neceſſity they are 
under of uniting in hearty and earneſt endea- 


vours to ſerve and promote the Chriſtian cauſe, 


and the real welfare of their country; and Iſhall 


count myſelf happy, if theſe reflections can con- 
tribute 1 in any degree to ſo excellent an end. 
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HE Principles of the Chriſtian Religion explained in: 
brief Commentary on the Church Catechiſm. By 
Archbiſhop Fake. The Sixth Edition. Price bound 15. 64. 
The Knowlege and Practice of Chriſtianity made eaſy to the 
meaneſt Capacities : Or an Eſſay towards an Inſtruction for 
theſndians. Which will likewiſe be of Uſe to all ſuch Chriſtians 
as have not well conſidered the Meaning of the Religion they 

roſeſs; or who profeſs to know God, but in Works do deny 
lin. In Nineteen plain and familiar Dialogues. Together 
with Family and Private Prayers and Meditations, &c. By 
the Right Reverend Father in God, Thomas Lord Biſhop of 
Soder and Man. The Seventh Edition. Price 2s. 6d.— 
N. B. A conſiderable Abatement will be made to ſuch chari- 
table and well-diſpoſed Perſons as take a Dozen to give away. 

A ſhort and plain Inſtruction for the better Underſtanding 
of the Lord's Supper ; with the neceſſary Preparation re- 

uired: For the Benefit of young Communicants, and of 
ſuch as have not well conſidered this holy Ordinance. To 
which is annexed, the Office of the holy Communion. 
With proper Helps and Directions, for joining in every Part 
thereof with Underſtanding and Benefit. By the ſame Author, 
The Tenth Edition, Price 25. . 

The Practice of True Devotion, in Relation to the End, as 
well as the Means of Religion; divided into Chapters, each 
containing ſome principal Duty either to God, our Neigh- 
bour, or ourſelves; and appropriated to the ſeveral Days of 
the Week. With Prayers on ſeveral Occaſions, Alſo an 
Office for the Holy Communion.. By Robert Nelſon, Efq; 
The Twelfth Edition. To which is added, The Character 
of the Author. 1210. Price 23. G [W. 
Dr. Greene (late Lord Biſhop of Ely) his Diſcourſes on the 
Four Laſt Things, viz. Death, Fudgment, Heaven and Hell. 
Price bound 25. 0 8 5 
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VN. B. All the above are in the Catalogue of Books recom- 
mended and diſperſed by the Society for Promoting Chriſtian 
Knowlege; and are fold by B. Daa, Bookſeller to the laid Society, 
and Agent for the Univerſity of Cambridge, at the Bible and Key, 
in Ave-Mary Lane, near Stationers-Hall, London. 4 
| Of awhom may be had, n 
Bibles and Common Prayer Books of all Sizes, either for 
Churches, Family Uſe, or the Pocket ; neatly bound in all Kinds 
of Binding, either with Cuts or without. Alſo thoſe in plain 
Binding, 2 Schools or Charity Gifts, Wholeſale and Retail, 
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